
 

Zoom in on 
a corner of 
the world 
>  Make international datelines part of your 

local coverage for ethnic groups in your 
community 

Every year thousands of people with 

Scandinavian heritage flock to Minot, N.D., for 

the Norsk Høstfest. Daily News Publisher Bart 

Leath had been looking for a way to use 

Member Choice and pitched a themed page of 

“Nordic News” to run during the festival.  

Editor Bryan Obenchain set up AP 

Exchange searches for the five Scandinavian 

countries and told the designers to “run what 

you find.” The staff found everything from day-

to-day stories about Iceland’s financial issues 

to royalty updates on the Norwegian princess 

visiting Africa. The searches made the project 

so manageable, a different copy editor built 

the page each night, Obenchain said. 

Going forward, the Daily News expects to 

run Scandinavian briefs once or twice a week 

to satiate the high population of Scandinavians 

who have settled in the area. 

“We wanted to give people news from back 

home while they were here, rather than going 

on the Internet to find it,” Obenchain said. 

>  View latest Member Choice news: 
www.ap.org/choice 

 
The Nordic News page attracted advertisers who hoped to catch people at the festival, and the publisher 
believes there’s enough advertiser interest to expand the page into a daily tab during next year’s festival. 

 

“In the past we’ve covered the story here, but this is the first time we’ve gotten stories from their 
area. We were able to do it because of AP.” 

 

Bart Leath 
Publisher 

Minot, N.D., Daily News 
 

 

Member Choice is AP's comprehensive content, technology and licensing solution. In addition to all of the English-language text, photos, 
agate and graphics the AP produces each day, it also offers: 

> AP Exchange, a browser-based application that helps organize and find the content most important to your market 

> Marketplace, the easiest way to share your content with other news organizations 

> Extended Licensing, which gives you the ability to use AP stories in niche and weekly publications within your market 

> Money & Markets, the AP’s insightful personal finance and investing package of graphics and data 
 

The Associated Press is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media platforms and 
formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and information. On any given day, more than half the 
world’s population sees news from AP. 
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