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Political  Battleground states
Strategy N e

In 51 days it's highly likely that one or Jmtsevenweeksﬂum]}‘.lechunl}w'{‘wn mewmarﬂmmpmufme
[rwo states will decide whether Democratic  national polls this week showed Mct candidates’ strategy is as simple as  ergized the conse:

‘Gov. Sarah Palin, who appears to have en-

{Sen. Barack Obama becomes the first Afri- aheadbyz mdpercenlagemnuwhﬂea 1t|smmplex. Betweenmdavmded lhemapofred
lcan-American to occupy the White House  Wall Street Journal-NBEC News poll re- Obama must either capture a state Presi-  and blue may take on shades of purple as
; ; X . or whether war hero Republican Sen. John leuedWednesdayhadGbamauphyl 46  dent Bush won in 2004, such as Ohio or  a tight race turns into a possible nail-biter.
> Build unique packages about the presidential [ petkmm i s e e ey Mkl ) e T e R e e e e
. . . As usual, 270 is the magic number of  go Republican red or Democratic blue come MeCain, for his part, must triumph in the  other state?
election with deep content on swing states, [ Nationa an statewipois have aght. Yook, Calioei aad New Jersey are i fhe . The unkmown facur vy well onl b er o o e oS e
VOteI’ p0||S and Cand|date hlStOI’IeS fing-sand scenario among less than 10 states Obama fold. McCain appears sobd inmuchof  the lure of McCain running mate, Alaska  com The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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Marv Clemons, an editor at the Rockford Register i Rt - b i -
Colorade Florida Michigan Nevada New Hampshire Ohio Pennsylvania Virginia

Star, wanted to design a political page focusing on
the key swing states in this year’s presidential
race. Two weeks after an AP Exchange training HECEMAEVOTES: ST SR BECTORAL VOTES ELECTORAL VOTES HECTORALVOTES ALTGRALVOTES RECTORLVDIES

session, he built two saved searches for election [ EEEER| | won EESET | wecon BESED) | veco BT | won BT M=F'£ bty —— | W ——

pO//S. “We wanted to use AP as much as possible IDate: Sept.7-9 Date: Sapt. 5.9 Date: Sept.7-9 Date: Aug. 24-26 Date: Sept. 7-9 Date: Sept. 5.9 Date: Sept. 5-9 Date: Sept. 5.9
PPP's August and The same polltaken last  : McCain leads by 14 per- Nevada has narrawly Obama leads among Now Obama holds a Obama’s lead has The state has gone
' i i ” July surveys had each maonth showed MaCain centage points among white voters by 7 per- lead among women slipped sincethe same Republican each of the
because the materlal WOUId be readlly avallable’ shown a 4-point lead withjust a4-pointedge. | whites. He also has an gonefor the winner in centage points, and is even though McCain's poll’s Aug. 26 results past four presidential

" . P h of the past four s £ x A
. . lfor Obama. it appears  § McCainhasa13-point | 18-point lead in the eachi the preference among | selection of nning showed him at 49 per-  : elections McCain held
Clemons said. The searches made the difference. Ihaving the Democratic © lead amongmenandis | Detroit suburbs. Butin | Sections.Obamahad &0 aswell.  © mate Sarah Palin cent to McCain's 42 per- | a healthy lead in polls

lcorvention in Derver roughlyeven with Obama southwestern Michigan 2 dauble-digitlead increased his support cent.Obama's support  § until summer, and since

When executive editor Linda Grist Cunningham  [oiesemmmete St oty Sl ST UMImmml momams, Beive
jstate. ported Sen. Hillary Clirton; yearsago —Obamals i oon Rezearch Corp. aconomy isthe biggest | has a 10-point advan- margin of error +-3 percent.

caught the full-page, graphical feature in the im0t e, %E.f;ﬂ!ﬁ’"‘“’“ :ﬂ"_"’;"_f'g‘":mm Nttty st I::;’“i‘?f o Z‘f;wmx I =t

Sunday paper, “| said, ‘Wow!’ | sat down and read et | b Sy | aeecuipoti

the whole thing. They turned it into something S o . "

really amazing.” Member Choice helped the Electoral College

Rockford Register Star cover the biggest story in | |emee—— e e o Y

the country the way they wanted to cover It The Rockford Register Star unveiled this election page Sun., Sept. 14, two weeks after an AP

Exchange training session. By using the broad coverage available with Member Choice, the
> View latest Member Choice news: paper will focus on a key state every day until Election Day. Click here to see the full-page

www.ap.org/choice layout.

“Go ahead and tell everyone that it works.”

Linda Grist Cunningham
Executive Editor
Rockford Register Star in Rockford, lll.

Member Choice text services replace dozens of existing text services to give you more in a simpler product line-up.

> AP Breaking News — the core service — offers comprehensive breaking news coverage and represents about 90 percent of all AP
content.

> AP Complete adds deeper content in news, business, sports, entertainment and lifestyles to supplement breaking news coverage
with in-depth analysis, trends and features.

The Associated Press is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news from every corner of the world to all media platforms and
formats. Founded in 1846, AP today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and information. On any given day, more than half the
world’s population sees news from AP.
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