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scheduling it for a color page from
now on.
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Reversal of fortune

Indiana native is trying to work his way back into the Sprint Cup

The Associated Press

WEST ALLIS Wis — David Stremme
decided the only way to rebuild his racing
reputation was 1o throw his career into re
verse

Alter lesing his Sprint Cup ride at the
end of last season, the South Bend Dnc. driv-
er turned down other opportunities to deive
in NASUARS topseries in 2008 Instead, he's
racing for Rusty Wallace's team in the sec-
ond-tier Nationwide series. And it just might
pay off

Teams are noticing Stremmes recent
string of strong finishes, and he already i
worliing on potential deals to return to
Sprint Cup

“A lot of people are talking. and we'll see
what happens on the Cup side of things’
Stremme said *[ feel very confident that 111
be back in the Cup series next vear”

Stremme  was  comsidered one  of
NASCARS top uprand-coming talents when
he made the jump to Cup full-time in 2006
But he found himself out of a job late last s ea-
son when team owner Chip Ganassi hired In-
dianapaolis 300 winner Dario Franchitti to re-
place himin the No 40 car in 20058

The move was tough for Stremme totake

He finished a disappointing 24th in the
points last season, but notes that teammates
Juan Pablo Montoya and Reed Sorensaon dic-
nt fare moch better — making Stremme
suspect that he teok the fall for organiza:
tion-wide performance problems that have
continued this semson

1 just think theres more than just one
problem.” Stremme said “Theres a lat of

Franchitti was injured Stremime thought it
wits odd that team corowner Felix Sabates
called to thank him afterward but he didnt
hear anything Trom Ganassi

Especially since Stremume led the race
Iwice before getting caught up in a wreel

“Thats the best that cars run all veae
and I ligured el at least get a phone call” he
sad

Granissi
Trustration

understands  Stremme’s
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you can talle to him: And that's a litile differ-
et on Chips program, and 1 think he's just
gol alat going on”

Ter learning he was out of a ride,
Strernme said he spoke to three Cup teams
bt dielnt consider any of them competitive
enough. 5o he signed with Wallace, whao
agreed to field a second car along with the
ane driven by his son, Steve

Stremme gaid hig goal was to “to get into
the bestituation that Leanto kind of get my
stock back up”

After some %Jm\'ing \lmzu'm with his new
team. Stremme has fintshed sixth or better
in five of the seried last eight races, includ-
ing second-place finishes at Talladega and
Nashville

“As pood as he's done in this Nationwide
car, it just wole a lot of people up” Wallace
said *It reallv has. I'm glad | was able to help
him with that But he has helped us twice-
fold by getting 2ome legitimacy back in our
team”™

Wallace won the Cup champiomzhip in
19589 and currently worls a8 an analyst for
ESPNs NASCAR coverage. Still his team
dessi’t have the research and development
budget to compete with major Cup teams
that also run in the Nationwide series

“But | still feel like we can beat them”
Strermme saicl

Perhaps. But before they can start think-
ing about checkered flags and champi-
orships, Wallace and Stremme must worl
through a snag: They don’t have enough
aponsars hip toron a second car in every race
fioe the rest of the season

“We're worliing ke hell trving to il

“Every other service was NASCAR, NASCAR, NASCAR.

We have fans of other racing around here.”

Chad Dare
Sports Editor
The Commercial-News in Danville, ll.
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