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Boccardi Defends the First Amendment Rights of the Press

AP Presdent and CEO LouisD.
Boccardi told acongressional committee
that the news mediamade errorsin
cdlingtheU.S. presidential dectionin
November. But, he cautioned, those
mistakes should be fixed by journdists
— not by the federd government.

Boccardi raised the Firgt
Amendment rights of the pressina
joint gppearance with five network
news chief executives and the director
of Voter News Service beforethe
House Energy and Commerce
Committee Feb. 14.

“AP has serious doubtsthat the
committee and its gaff, no matter how
sengitive they may be, can avoid
crossing the line between gopropriate
government concern with the electoral
processitself and, on the other hand,
inappropriate government involve-
ment with the reporting on that
process by afree press,” Boccardi
said. “To put it more plainly, we
believe that such an officia govern-
ment inquiry into essentially editorial
mattersisincong stent with the First
Amendment values that are funda-
mental to our society. That is said with
conviction, but without disrespect to
the important role — important but
criticaly different from that of the

President Boccardi makes a point at
a congressional hearing on election
coverage. (Photo: Joe Marquette)

Inside:

media— played by the branches of
government.”’

The House pand called the hearing
to examine why the networksflip-
flopped on the winner of the
presidential racein Floridabefore
declaring the race too closeto call.
The AP did not prematurely declare
George W. Bush the presdent-elect.

Boccardi gppeared at the naiondly
broadcast eght-hour hearing along
with the heads of VNS, ABC News,
NBC News, CBSNews, CNN and
Fox News.

See reaction to Boccardi’s remarks
onpage 3. =

Mears to Speak at 25-Year Club Dinner

New retireeWalter Mearswill be the guest pesker at AP s25-Year Club dinner
Friday, May 18in New York. The annud fete will be hdd at the same venue aslast
year — The Manhaiten Club a Rosie O’ Grady’s Restaurant in midtown
Manhattan, afew blocksfrom AP sinternaiona headquarters. Presdent Lou
Boccardi will bethehost. Retiree Charlie M onzdlareturns as the dinner’ semcee
Invitation acceptances mugt be returned to Monzella, =
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Walter the Journalist and Walter the Golfer

By Louis D. Boceardi
AP President and CEQ

To try to somehow capture Walter
Mearsin afew sentences, you haveto
cope with two very powerful forces:
The Associated Press and golf.

They have provided twin themesin
Walter'slife, and have sometimes
been parald and sometimes not.

For example, Walter has been
well-served, both asajournalist and
asagolfer, by two deeply ingrained
persondl traits: a gift for colorful
language and a disrespect for
expensive equipment.

But when Walter thejournalist uses
words, readers by the millions gather.
When Walter the golfer useswords,
they hide the children and call
Security.

Walter the journdist is not known
to have ever tossed or hit a piece of
AP equipment so far that it couldn’t
be retrieved. The same cannot be said
for Wdter the golfer.

We surrender Walter the golfer to
his passion and we honor Water the
journdigt for an unforgettable AP
career — statehouse correspondent,
Washington reporter, executive editor,
bureau chief, vice president and
Specia correspondent.

Whilewe've been at thisfor 153
years, Wdter belongsin avery sdect
circle of AP peoplewhose byline has
become synonymous with what they
did for us. Howard Benedict and
gpace reporting. Esper and Arnett on
Vietham. Saul Pett and Hugh
Mulligan for writing so powerful that
you couldn’'t put it asde. And can
you think of coverage of American
politics over thelast 40 years and not
think of the byline of Walter R.
Mears? | don't think so.

He'sdso served the AP with
digtinction through his contributions
as Washington bureau chief and

executive editor. But in his soul,
Walter isareporter... and that' swhat
has made him amodd — | won’t say
icon, because Fran still hasto put up
with him — but amodel to AP state-
house writers, and Washington
saffers for many years, and no doubt
for many more to come,

And hesmadeit al look so easy.
A natural touch asawriter, anatura
grace as amanager and motivator...
coupled with thevison to help
millions of readers grasp the
complexities and subtleties of politics
and government, and the wit to help
us enjoy learning abot it.

Walter was still agtudent at
Middlebury College when hejoined
usin Boston 46 years ago. Within six
years, he'd gotten hisAPticket to
Washington, and three years after
that, in 1964, he helped cover the
election, thefirst of 10 national cam-
paignshe'sreported ... including the
electile dysfunction of the year 2000.

I've learned some interesting
things about Walter from people
who've spent moretime with himin
sdoonsthan | have.

But I will never forget the sheer
pleasure of watching him fashionin
thelate night and early morning of
Tuesdays and Wednesdaysin the Fdll
of 1976, watching him fashion the
campaign coverage that won him the
Pulitzer Prize.

Walter, from dl of us, for all
you' ve accomplished, congratulations
and thank you. And from me person-
aly, thank you for your work, your
friendship and your help.

(See Mike Feinsilber’s account of
Mears’ Feb 2. retirement party in
Washington on the next page.) =

Retirement Remarks
By Walter Mears
Vice Presicent and Special

Correspondent

| had hoped to have afarewdl rally
inthe hangar & AndrewsAir Force
Base, but then | redlized | would have
been there done. | thought about
prying theW off my keyboard, but
that’s been done, too.

So | will confine myself to aword
of thanks.

Enough people have kindly
mentioned my Pulitzer prize so thet |
can do so without sounding pushy.
Especially because it was 24 years
ago and | haven’t won anything since.
Thenight | receiveditin 1977, when
| had amoment alone, | remember
feeling kind of shaky and saying to
myself — but out loud 0 I'd hear it
— you're not that good. Then |
thought — | hope nobody finds out.

| thank you al for not finding out.
| appreciate your being hereand |
treasure the kind words of my
colleagues. Especially because my
grandchildren and my daughtersare
here and may be persuaded.
Stephanie and Susan have aspecial
stake tonight because they paid dues
they did not owe so that | could
pursue a career that left them too
often with an absentee father.

| got the only career | ever wanted.
From thetime| learned that people
worked for aliving and that some of
them got to go places, seethingsand
write about it for the newspapers, that
iIswhat | wanted to do. The AP let me
doit, for 45 years. | have never
forgotten the excitement | felt thefirst
day | walked into the datter of the
Teletypesin the Boston bureau in
1955 and was shown to atypewriter
and told to write news storieson it.
Not only that, but they would pay me
55 dollarsaweek.




President Boccardi with Mears

The gories and the assignments
changed — fortunately so did the pay
— but that edge of excitement never
went avay. It wasthere every timel
set about writing astory, right up to
the last one on inauguration day. You
aways want to writethe gory in
which you wouldn’t change aword.
You never can but you just keep
trying. I’'ll do my writing in adifferent
role now, but | will keep trying. |
thank you for being my collesgues,
my friends, my family and my profes-
sond family, The Associated Press.

All these years| have introduced
myself by saying I'm Wdter Mears
and | work for The Associated Press.
Now that will be edited toread I'm
retired from The Associated Press.
But thoseinitials, A P, will dwaysbe
part of my name. Thanks. =

Walter Mears Retires

By Mike Feinsilber
Washington Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Walter
R. Mears, an Associated Press
reporter, editor, columnist and
executive known to colleeguesand
competitors for his ability to get to
the heart of an hour’s palitica
oratory in afew wordsandinan
ingtant, hasretired.

His hdf-century injournalism
was celebrated Feb. 2 by
Washington paliticians and
newspeople, joined by AP stop
brassand itsfoot soldiers hoping to
follow hisfootsteps.

President Bush praised Mears
as*“abyline synonymous with
integrity, intellect and instantaneous
news leads.”

To padlitica junkiesfamiliar with
Timothy Crouse sbook, “TheBoys
ontheBus’ — about the presscorps
thet covered the 1972 presdentia
campaign between Richard M. Nixon
and George S. McGovern— Mears
wasthe“Wadte™” inthe quedion
from felow reporterswho'd rather
beright than origind, “What'sthe
lead, Walter?’

Mearswas famousfor capturing

the sense of an eventin crisp,
clear precison.

With that ill, he won the
Pulitzer Prizefor his coverage of the
1976 campaign between Jmmy
Carter and Gerdd R. Ford. When
that happened, he once remarked, he
was asked what he would do next.

“For ajournalist, theanswer is
smple: exactly what | was doing
when | was so pleasantly interrupt-
ed,” hereplied. “That's because
thereisalways another sory to
discover and write”

A native of Lynn, Mass,, Mears,
66, started with theAPwhilestill a
student at Middlebury College.
Within six years, hewasin
Washington, covering Congress
and politics.

In aletter, Bushwroteto Mears,
“During morethan four decades of
covering the process and the people
in American palitics, you have not
been jaded by your journey. You are
atrue gentleman — amode for
aspiring journaists— agood and
decent man who sees the people
you cover as people”

He wrote 1,500 columns over 11
years. Hiswork was so well-known
that The AP simply labeled his
columns. “Walter Mears” =

Boceardi's Defense of the First Amendment Receives Praise from Media Colleagues in the U.S.

Editorid writers, columnists and other journdists across the United States have congratulated AP's chief executive,
Lou Boccardi, for telling acongressonal committee that fixing mediamistakesisthe responsibility of the press—
not the government. Boccardi raised the issue of journaism’s First Amendment rights in ajoint appearance with five
network news chief executives and the director of Voter News Service before aHouse pandl Feb. 14.

Broadcagting & Cable magazine said: “The AP'sLouis Boccardi wasthe strongest dissenting voice....”

E.J. Dionne wrotein the Washington Post: “Louis Boccardi, president of The Associated Press, showed red spine
when hetold the committee that ‘an officia government inquiry into what are essentidly editorial mattersisinconsis-
tent with the First Amendment vaues that are fundamental to our society.’ ”

You can read Boccardi’s testimony and related materid on the corporate Web siteat www.ap.org Read the transcript of
his Feb. 14 Nightline appearance a http://abcnews.go.conv/sections/nightling/nightline/transcripts/nl 010214 transhtml w




Miami's Phil Sandlin Retires

By Kevin Walsh
Florida Chief of Bureau

Miami photo editor Phil Sandlin’s
Feb. 3 retirement party was attended
by 125 AP gaffers, their families and
member and fredlance photographers.

Sandlin, recuperating from foot
surgery, aopeared genuindy surprised
by the size of the crowd as he made
hisway on crutchestoward the deck
wherewe were holding the party.

The Florida photo staff built alarge
display board that showed dozens of
photos of Sandlin or shot by him
during his 26-year AP caresr.

Friends and colleagues at the cele-
bration and outdoor barbecue includ-
ed included Vice President and
Executive Photo Editor Vin Alabiso;
Jodie Steck, Sandlin’s successor; Bob
Daugherty, Bill Waugh and Toby
Massey from the State Photo Center;
Will Legter of the Washington nation-
a staff; photographers Steve Helber
of Richmond, Ric Feld of Atlantaand
Lynn Sladky of San Juan. Hans
Deryk, Toronto Star director of
photography and ex-AP Miami
photographer, flew in from Canada.

| told the crowd: “few people have

Retired Florida photo editor Sandlin

Challenger space shuttle explosion,
HurricaneAndrew, Elian Gonzdez
and the Florida recount.

“Phil’s been there and done that,”
sad Vin. “And been there and done
that incredibly well”

Sandlin told the crowd hewas
overwhelmed and thanked them for
ther support over the years.

The grength of AP's photo report

1| isits gaff, members and fredancers,

he said. “These guys deserve dl the
credit. | hope a some point you give
them the same accol ades for doing
my | ob” =

worked as hard or as effectively as
Phil Sandlin on behalf of theAP
during the past 26 years”

Among the many gifts Phil
received, the photo saff presented
him with a17-foot canoe to pursue
his passion for the outdoors.

Vin Alabiso gave Sandlin agold-
fish asasymbol of thefishing that
he'd be ableto do in retirement. He
reeled off alist of the mgjor Sories
that Sandlin has hd ped supervisefor
the AP — the Sunshine Skyway
bridge collagpse, the Marid boatlift
that brought 125,000 Cubansto
Florida, the Miami riots, the

Sandlin Profiled in Herald

Phil Sandlin was profiled in the
Miami Herald Feb. 15 following his
retirement. Here’s an excerpt from
that daily newspaper interview sum-
ming up Sandlin’s storied career:

“I'veawaystried to put myself in
adgtuation where | would not bea
part of the problem”

That'sdassc Sandlin, said Vin
Alabiso, vice presdent and executive
photo editor, aways humble and
trying to stay in the background, yet
accomplishing theimposshble. =

Capitol Press Room

Montana's Legidature has
re-named its media center the JD.
Holmes Press Room to honor the late
AP gatehouse correspondent who
retired in 1978.

“In placing his name on aroom in
the building where he worked for 30
years, the Legidature not only honors
an outstanding journdigt, but recog-
nizestheroleof an energetic and
responsible pressin democrétic
government,” wrote AP President Lou
Boccardi in aletter read a the Dec. 16
dedication. It istheonly room of the
Capitol named for anindividud. =

Right: J. D. Holmes, who died in 1999. Left: The three children of the late J.

in Montana Named for AP Correspondent

D. Holmes, AP Montana government reporter, stand at door of the press
room in the Montana statehouse that was named for their father and dedi-
cated in special ceremonies on Dec. 16. Helena bureau chief John Kuglin
emceed the dedication. Shown from left are Nancy Boone-Hill, Seattle;
David Holmes, Spokane, Wash; and Vicki Pawlitschek, Snohomish, Wash.




AP Media Mentions

United Features Syndicate colum-
nist Tad Bartimus wrote about the
retirement of AP music writer Mary
Campbd| inan articletitled ‘Farm
girl saysgoodbyeto 40 years of
opera that appeared in the Dec. 2,
2000 Smart Living section of the

Arizona Republic.
O

The March/April issue of
Columbia Journdism Review has
published “The Shakers” alist of
top peoplein print, televison, pub-
lishing and magazinesin New York.
Thefirst ligt of 20 people, cdled
“Moguls (they run the companies
and they have the power),” includes
President Boccardi (“steering AP to
new roleindigitd age’) and AP's
Chairman of the Board of Directors
Dondd Newhouse (“billionaire
oversees family papers’). AP
Managing Editor Mike Silverman is
onthelist “Newspapers, the agenda
setters’ and Vice President and
Executive Editor Jon Wolmanis
listed in“Ontherise”

g

The March edition of
Washingtonian magazine ligsWhite
House chief correspondent Ron
Fournier inits Top 50 journdigts.
Heréswhat it says.” Much of what
people know in Washington is
because of Ron Fournier. It's one of
Washington's secretsthat most of
what the ‘experts opine ontelevison
shows they know because on their
way to the sudio they checked The
Asociated Presswire. The manwho
writes much of the copy for that wire,
especidly about who iscoming and
going in Washington, isFournier,
who himsdf istoo busy working to
beonTV. Political reportersfor the
top paperssay it became ajoke
during the Florida d ection battle thet,
no matter where they went, Fournier
hed been therefirst.”

O

Business News Editor Darrell
Chrigtianiislisted asNo. 17 on The
Journalist and Financia Reporting
(TIR) ligt of top business journal-
igsin 2001.

O

President Boccardi wasinter-
viewed on the ABC News program
“Nightline” after aday of hearings
on how to avoid election night
miscallsin themedia Nightline
anchor Ted Koppel asked Boccardi
what, if anything, can be done the
next time around if there saclose
presidentia € ection. Boccardi
replied: “A fair question. But | think
we ought to just remember that not
everything was broken. In fact, very
little was broken. There was a prob-
lem in one state where, aswetdk
tonight, the margin stands a alittle
over 500 votesin araceinwhich 6
million votes were cast, and there
arestill 180,000 or so bdlots that are
insomekind of alimbo. Soitisfair
to ask how do we prevent this. But |
just wanted to resist the notion that
everything wasin pieces, and now
we have to somehow again reassem-
ble some giant construction that had
judt fallen apart.”

O

The Rochester (N.Y.) Democrat
and Chronicleinterviewed Los
Angees photographer Nick Ut
about his Pulitzer Prize-winning
photo of ayoung girl fleeing from a
napalm bombing during the Vietham
War. Ut and the now grown girl
from the photo, Kim Phuc, spoke at
the opening in Rochegter of
“Requiem,” the photo exhibit by AP
L ondon photo editor Horst Faas.
The exhibit of picturestakenin
Vietnam by photographers who died
in the war accompanies Faas book
by the same nameandisat the
George Eastman House Gl lery
until June.

O
Nick Ut pensafirst-person
account of hisreturn visit last spring
to Vietnam for the 25th anniversary
of thewar in the Internationa Press
Ingtitute' s fourth-quarter 2000 publi-
cation IP Globa Journdig.
g
New York bureau newsman Tom
McElroy wasfeatured inaNew York
Times aticle Jan. 6. McElroy editsthe
AP Daybook, the mog widdy-reed
liging of daily eventsin New York
City. “Thedaybook wasbornin
another era” wrotethe Times. “It grew
out of TheAssociated Press'scity
wire, which,back when New York
had about a dozen newspapers,sent
reportersto work school board meet-
ings and police precinctsand to stalk
thehdlsof dty agencies. But by the
1960’ s,such coverage wasno longer
in demand. The number of papers
dwindled, and the remaining ones
began to back awvay from covering the
minutiae of officid lifein New York.
Andwhen the city wirefolded inthe
1970'sonly the daybook remained”
New York bureau chief Sam Boyle
told the Times “It has changed.
Neither we nor our membersare
covering every treeintheforest. Itis
no longer viable. But everyonewho
wants people to know whet isgoing
on sends the event into the daybook.
It is the one spot reed by everyone
involved in metro coverage”
O
Pulitzer Prize-winning photogra-
pher Joe Rosenthd isinterviewed by
aVanity Fair magazine editor in an
articleon the Digital Journdist Web
steat http://digitaljourndist.orglis-
ue010V/friend.ntm Rosenthd talks
about his photo of U.S. Marines
rasing theflag at lwo Jmaduring
World War |1 and the book “ Flag of
Our Fathers’ by James Bradley and
Ron Powers. =




Celebrity Stuff: Ebsen, MacLaing, Taylor || AP Sightings

Retired San Diego correspondent
Dan Tedrick recallsthe days when
movie stars still called news people
on their own. He received some of
those callswhen he was night editor
inLosAngdesinthe 1960s. Here's
what Tedrick wrote about those days.

“Buddy Ebsenwould cdl to try to
get aworldwide story out on a
missing car of his.

“John Waynewould cdl to relieve
hisanger at some actor he didn't like.

“There were dozens of such calls
ayeda.

“Shirley MacLaine dways bright-
ened my work days, somehow cdling
every few nights a the precise
moment when weweren't chasing
news from three Western states, Bgja
Cdiforniaor Hawaii.

“Shirley — and | love her to this
day — would ask how | wasand if
there's‘any newsfrom Nigeria,’ or
the Sudan or Zambia. I'd check the
A-wire, astime allowed, and she
knew that.

“Some three decades | ater, | can
dill hear staffersyelling out: ‘ Dan,
the phone, it's Shirley again’

“Inthe summer of ‘69 | fielded a
cal from the New York Genera
Desk asking to check areport that

movie star Robert Taylor, then one of Vice President and Director of
Hollywood's big names, was dying. World Services Claude Erbsen
“I phoned the Taylor residencea gpotted an AP Sghtingin the
couple of countiesnorth of LA. His Pulitzer Prize-winning book
wife, German actress Ursula Thiess, “Embracing Defeat,” ahistory of

answered. the post-war occupation of Japan
“« \What? she exclaimed to the by higtorian John Dower. AP
inquiry. ‘1 just called my mother in correspondent Russell Brinesis
Germany. Thisisnot known to quoted on hisimpressions of
anyone ade’ ErnFHOf Hirohito' sfi rSt FHS)nd
“I told her | had aworldwide gppearancesafter having been
friendship and someone must have stripped of thetite*Son of
said something to someone. Heaven,” and trensformed intoa
“ ‘Wejust need to know how he's | | morepublicruler.
doing, | sad.
“ ‘He'sdying, Thiesssaid, ‘but :
how did AP know so quickly? Cairo-based Chief of Middle
“I made chitchat for aminute Eagt Services Earleen Fisher

without reveding the General Desk gpotted AP in the January issue of
inquiry, and filed astory on thegrave | | Smithsonian magazine. A photo

illness of the star. of thefront entrance of AP's
“Within aweek — June 8, 1969 international headquartersin New
— Taylor died. York isincluded in an article
“| never learned how the Generd about sculptor Isamu Noguchi
Desk got thetip.” entitled “An Oassof Art” about
Noguchi’s open-air museum in
(Editor’s note: ““Celebrity Stuff” suburban Long Island. Noguchi’s

sculpture “News’ is above the

is a new feature. Share your entrance to the AP building, =

encounters with celebrities — past
and present — with Cleartime editor
Joe McKnight.) =

Busy Gene, Busy Gerry, Busy John

Minnesota retirees Gerry Nelson, Gene
Lahammer and John Lundquist have been
meeting in the spring and fall for years. They
plan to continue that tradition in 2001.
Lundquist — oldest of the three at 80 — missed
lunch last fall because he was working. He does
office work for a temp agency. Lahammer has a
part-time stint with the Minneapolis Star
Tribune newspaper, helping interview
legislative candidates seeking endorsement in
election years, and also writing an occasional
editorial on legislative matters. He also free-
lances an occasional magazine article on politi-
cal subjects. Nelson occasionally contracts with
an area college for part-time public relations
work and also does volunteer work for a
community college and church.




London Chiefs of Bureau ORegan, Mason and Bekind Reunits

.!

Eileen Murray surrounded at her retirement by her three bureau chiefs

-

since 1966. From left, David Mason, Myron Belkind and Richard O’Regan.

be aL.ondon AP bureau without
Eileen Murray. You have been akey
part of the bureau since you joined us
25 yearsago. It isan understatement
to say that you will be missed.
Whatever the task you performed,
you made the name Eileen Murray
synonymous with helpfulness and un-
derstanding, dwayswithasmile” =

Theretirement of Eileen Murray,
AP London’'s administrative execu-
tive since 1976, provided a unique
opportunity for areunion of thethree
London bureau chiefsfor whom she
had worked.

Richard O’ Regan, bureau chief
from 1966 to 1977; David Mason,
who headed the bureau from 1977
to 1980, and Myron Belkind, who
has been bureau chief snce 1980,
honored Murray at aluncheon and
thanked her for her service during
each of their tenures.

O’ Regan retired in 1984 after
serving asAP genera director for
Europe, based in Geneva, where he
and hiswife Betty live. The
O’ Regans have remained active in
desktop publishing ever sncether
“formal retirement” and are now
concentrating on producing books on
internationa law for various publish-
ersand international organizations
Betty dso playsthe violain chamber
mus c groups. Therest of thetimethe
O’ Regans spend walking in the
Genevacountryside.

O’ Regan hired Murray to bethe
bureau’ sadminigrative assisant, and
Belkind thanked him for leaving such

“agreat legacy.”

Mason retired in 1987 after seven
years asAP's L ondon-based
European chief diplomatic correspon-
dent. He now livesin Dunster, a
medieval villagein Somersdt, inthe
west of England, where he sharesa
lovely residence with an English
widow, Joyce Hill.

“We get up in the morning and say,
‘There's nothing to do today, and we
end up completely exhausted, ”
Mason said in a profile recently
published in the alumni magazi ne of
his dmamater, Macalester College.
Gardening, entertaining visitors and
participating in locd charitiesare
among their many activities. Mason's
wife, Andrée Paul, aformer French
diplomat who was known to many
AP gaffers, died in 1991.

Belkind reportsthat O’ Regan and
Mason were “very fit and dert” and
obvioudy enjoying retirement while
remaining active.

The AP London staff honored
Murray with areception on March 2,
her last day at work. Belkind read a
tribute from AP President Lou
Boccardi, who wrote: “Itis hard to
imagine tha after thisweek there will

On the AP Author's Shelf. An
Essay by Germany's Ulrich
Renz on Jewish Refugees

Ulrich Renz, retired chief editor of
AP s German language news service,
has written an essay for abook in
which he describes the so-called
re-naturalization procedure Jewish
refugees go through if they return
to Germany.

His essay in“Jaws in Germany
after 1945, appears dongside contri-
butions of noted German and | sradli
publicists. The book is published by
Tribuene, afoundation for German-
Jewi gh reconciliation.

Renz is considered an expert on
Germany’s Nazi history and has
written saveral books and essays.

Hisfirg book, “ Lauter pflichtbe-
wusste Leute’ (All Diligent People),
covered his experiences and impres-
sonsasawire service reporter during
the court proceedings against concen-
tration camp guardsin thelate ‘ 60s.
Renz reflects criticaly on the
defendants clam to have done
“nothing but our duty” in murdering
millions of Jaws and other inmates.

(Editor’s note: Peter Uhrig, who
succeeded Renz as chief editor of the
German language news service,
contributed this piece.) =




Personally Yours
By Joe McKnight

Your editor erred big timein
putting a photograph in the December
Cleartime that noted “dl are believed
to bedeceased” Two of thoseinthe
picture of the Atlanta bureau are hale
and hearty, and we learned about it
through you, our readers.

First response came from Brad
Martin of the Kansas City tech staff:

“| believe the guy in the picture
Ronnie (Williams) sent you from
Atlantafor December's Cleartimeis
automatic operator Vernon (Vern)
Irby. Heisdtill dive, 85yearsold
and living in Kansas City, Mo., where
he took automationin‘78or ‘79. He
was here when | arrived on the scene
inthelate 60's”

Then Irby himsalf wrote:

“Hey! It sme— Vernon Irby. |
wasin Atlanta 9/65 to 10/66 as
automatic operator.

“| transferred to Kansas City where
| remained until early retirement
in 1979.

“I went towork for Daly Racing
Formin 1980 as operator for 14 years.

“I am 85 years old now, in good
health except for amild strokea
year ago.

“To say seeing my picture
aurprised meis putting it mildly. And
to learn all are deceased except meis
even more surprising. Wow!”

And Arlon Southdll, retired
assstant chief of Communicationsin
Atlanta, dropped usanotegiving
Irby’s name and adding:

“Thereisone other in the picture
who isstill living. Heis Clarence
(Pet) Price, who residesin Stone
Mountain, Ga”

O
Jm Clifford, celebrating hisfirst
anniversary in retirement from the
San Francisco bureau, isdelving into

Retired San Francisco newsman Jim Clifford builds models of ships and
planes that he has written news stories about.

ahobby big-time.

He builds models of shipsand
planes that he haswritten news
stories abouit.

“Sofar, 26 moddsare displayed in
thelibrary in my home,” he says. “I
have five more to go, including a
four-magted tall ship that was part of
afleet that sailed into San Francisco
Bay to recognize the 150th anniver-
sary of the California Gold Rush”

“Mog are made from kits” he
continued, “ but afew, such asthe
Liberty Ship Jeremiah O’ Brien and
AmdiaEarhart'sairplane, had to be
built from scratch”

He said heresorted to origina
“scratch” work on the Jeremiah
O’ Brien after learning that a model
kit would cost more than $300.

Clifford signed onwith AP in San
Francisco in 1984 after 24 yearswith

UPI. Heretired in March, 2000.
O

“WOW! GOSH! What asurprise!”
was Kansas City technical staffer
Raph Kelbler's reaction to a congrat-
ulatory e-mail from Presdent Lou
Boccardi aout the unofficial AP
Retiree Web ste. The president first
read about the site in September’s
Cleartime. Boccardi wrote:

“Dear Ralph:

“I’'ve just become aware (viamy

Cleartime) of the retiree Steyou've
st up on theweb. What agreat idea.
And thank you for doingiit. | can see
that it'saready a source of informa
tion (and fun) for many of our folks.

“Sincerdly,

“LDB”

TheWeb site is: www .rkeibler.net

O
Don't Open This Door If It Is Closed!

Oregon retiree Dwight Jones found
that noti ce humorous when he visited
hisdoctor.

“My doctor decided he wanted to
check further into why | had laryngi-
tisfor six weeks, and sent mefor a
chest X-ray. Thelady checking mein
a thelab asksthe usual questions,
among them: Have you ever been
here before? Yes. When?| can't re-
member, but | recal there was adoor
down the hall with asign that said
“Don’t open thisdoor if itisclosed”

“The paper work finished, sheled
me down ahall and there was the
same door. It's been repainted and
has aclasser looking sgn that says.
“Do not enter if door is closed”

“I'msorry, lady. If my X-ray is
blurry, it sbecause |’ m ill trying to
suppress achuckle”

|
Jm Wessel’swife, Bert,spent
many years working with theatrica




groups. Hisretirement from the New
York broadcast desk took themto
Locust Grove, Va., wherein 1982 she
became a charter member of Lake Of
the Woods Players.

That group honored Bert last fdl at
its production of athree-act comedy,
“Never Too Late” “Her dedication,
commitment and talent asssted the
Playersto develop and flourish since
itsinception,” the group said.

|

Some readers may remember Hal
Wood, aformer AP and UPI staffer in
San Francisco.

Rock Rothrock, aformer staffer of
the Honolulu Advertiser and now
retired, reports that WWood, 91, recent-
ly suffered astroke and is a the
Hearthstone Nursng Home, 2901
East Barnett Road, Medford, OR
97504. He gives apersona phone
number of (541) 282-9714 for Wood.

Rothrock said thisinformation
came from one of Wood's daughters,
RamonaWood of Vancouver, WA
(Phone 360-750-7427).

O

Bob Johnson, the retired sports
editor and AP assistant general
manager, was inducted last fall into
the New Mexico PressHall of Fame.
Heretired in 1988 and is currently
executive director of the New Mexico
Foundation for Open Government.
Helivesin Albuguerque, N.M.

g
Specid Correspondent George

Esper, whoretired lagt year, hasa
scholarship named &fter him. The
New England Associated Press News
Executives Association will avard its
$1,000 George Esper Reporting
Scholarship at its May 9 conference.

O

Your editor fondly remembers
George Egper, who retired last year.

It was the spring of 1975 when the
new Communis government in South
Vietnam threw Esper out of Saigon.

After visiting the New York office,
he landed in the Columbus bureau,
filling thejob of enterprise editor,

recently vacated by the late Ken Davis.

Later Esper would say that the
Communists wouldn't even let him
go to his Saigon gpartment to pack a
suitcase. He grabbed afew persond
possessions from the abandoned AP
bureau and was escorted to the Saigon
arport.

That may explain something some
on the Columbus staff thought to be
an idiosyncrasy. In more than ayear
in Columbus, George often cameto
work toting two suitcases. He parked
themin a corner of the officewhile he
went about the day’s chores.

We weretoo embarrassed to ask
whether he checked out of amote
every day or whether he came to work
prepared to move quickly to whatever
new assignment needed his expertise.

George never had adesk to call
his own in the bureau. Heworked
wherever hefound avacant desk and
phone, and — in those days—
atypewriter.

In thefirst weeksout of Saigon, his
use of the telephone was startling.
Accustomed to aVietnamese phone
system that was erratic at best, George
shouted his phone conversations.
Everyone in the office knew what he
was calling about. One or two other
gaffers smply stopped working until
George hung up and turned his
volume down.

Therewere somejokesthat he
didn’t redlly need aphoneto dictate
copy to New York; he could just shout
out thewindow. =

NEW RETIREE: Bruce Hodgman, center, longtime General Desk early

A

supervisor, surrounded at his Dec. 21 retirement party by General Desk
colleagues (from left to right) Pete Brown, Bob Tanner, Dave Zelio, Doug
Rowe and Marty Steinberg. Hodgman spent 38 years with the AP, firstin
Hartford, then on the national AP Broadcast Desk when it was headquar-
tered in New York, and finally on the General Desk. His wife, Marion, a
switchboard operator at AP headquarters, attended the party along with
other members of the Hodgman family. Bruce told the crowd: “So many
people I've known, from the very early days, in 1962, to this very day. So
many names. So many stories — so many stories about the people — but
also of the people we work with, and one of the chief characteristics I've
found among my journalistic ‘warriors’ is an attempt to be honest. We're

willing to work with that as an objective. Believe me, you don’t find that in
every organization. A bit idealistic, | know, to speak in terms of honesty — a
search for the truth. And so, I'd ask you to ... consider that there is much to
be said for an organization — journalists and the AP, where the search is for
truth, the facts. | am honored to have been with the AP and its people 38
years.” (Photo: Christine Tash)




Memorials

Willy Brandt, who joined the AP
in Germany in 1936 and played akey
rolein building AP s German-
language news service after World
War 11, died March 22. Hewas 90.

He became head of the AP s photo
operations in Berlinin 1936. AP s op-
erationsin Germany were shut down
by the Naziswhen war was declared
againg the United Statesin 1941 and
American employeesinterned.

Brandt, a German, was gppointed by
the AP to protect the comparny’s
assets as best he could during the war.

Despitear raids, one of which
destroyed the AP sBerlin bureau,and
other difficulties,Brandt was ableto
preserve AP records,photos, newsfiles
and equipment until the end of thewar.

Soviet troops destroyed much of
what he had saved, including some
70,000 glass photo negatives, when
they reached the village southeast of
Berlin where Brandt had hidden
them. Most of theAP' sfilm archives
urvived.

In 1950, Brandt rgoined the AP as
sales manager in Frankfurt, which
had become the headquarters of the
AP'spogwar operations. He played a
crucid rolein finding subscribersfor
the AP's newly-founded German-
language news service.

AP's German Serviceisnow the
agency’slargest overseas news opera-
tion, serving more than 200 media
customers. It is Germany’s second-
largest news agency after the national
agency Deutsche Presse Agentur.

Heissurvived by adaughter.

O

William Ferris, an AP newsman
during the 1940s and 1950s, died Dec.
17 in Orange City, Fla. He was 89.

Ferris began his career working for
newspapersin Michigan and lllinois.
In 1941 hejoined AP in Chicago and
he covered agriculture and business.
He became Chicago’'s market editor.

Ferristransferred to New York in

1957 where he worked as a business
editor. Heleft APin 1961 to become
apublic relations executive.

After retiring to Horida, Ferris
wrote “The Grain Traders” a history
of commodity futurestrading that
was published by Michigan State
University Pressin 1988.

Survivorsinclude hiswife, ason
and two daughters.

g

Frank Gilbreth, best-sdling
author of “Cheaper by the Dozen,”
longtime columnist for The
(Charleston) Post and Courier and a
one-timeAP staffer, died on Feb. 18
in Charleston, S.C. Hewas 89.

Gilbreth waswell knownin
Charleston for hiscolumn, “Doing
the Charleston,” which he wrote from
the late 1940sto 1993, and helped
direct the newspaper’s growth as
an executive.

In 1949, Gilbreth and his sister,
Ernestine Gilbreth Carey, collaborat-
ed inwriting “ Cheaper by the
Dozen,” the sory of growingupina
family of 12 children with efficiency
expert parents. It wasabest sdler, as
wasits sequdl, “Beles on their Toes”
Both were madeinto movies.

Heworked as areporter for the
New York Herald Tribune before
moving to The News and Courier in
1934. He dso worked for the AR, first
in Raleigh, N.C., then in New York.

Survivorsinclude seven brothers
and ssters.

O

Edith Gaylord Harper wasa
member of awell-known Oklahoma
newspaper family and spent severd
yearson the AP staff in Washington
and New York.

Shedied Jan. 28 in Oklahoma City.
Shewas 84.

She was areporter and editor for
The Oklahoman and Times. In 1942,
before shejoined theAPin New York
and the next year transferred to

Washington. She covered arange of
stories, including President

Roosevelt' swifeand the coronation
of Queen Elizabeth 11.

She returned to Oklahoma City
where sheworked as acorporae
secretary and member of the board of
The Oklahoma Publishing Co. She
was secretary emeritus at the time of
her degth. Her brother, Edward L.
Gaylord, is editor and publisher of
The Oklahoman and chairman of
Oklahoma Publishing.

O

Asan APfield technician, George
M. McCoy worked in nine different
offices during his40-year career. He
died in Owensboro, Ky., Feb. 25 at
age63.

Since 1976, McCoy had been
based at the Messenger-Inquirer a
Owensboro, maintaining AP equip-
ment at newspapers and broadcast
gationsin western Kentucky and
southern Indiana

Hebegan hiscareer as an office
assistant in the Louisville bureau in
1960. HisAPwork took him to New
Orleans,Albugquerque, Columbus,
Ohio and two gintseach in New York
and . Louis. Heretired in
December. Survivorsinclude his
wife, five children and asister.

O

John T. Norman wastheAP sfirst
Washington-based correspondent for
AP-Dow Jones News Service when
hejoined AP in 1967. Heretired in
1990 and died Dec. 29 at ahospicein
Fort Myers, Fla He was 82.

Norman previoudy worked for
Fairchild Publications and for the
U.S. Treasury Department.

g

Jack O’Brian joined theAPIn
1943 and for many yearswasits
dramaand movie critic.

He later wrote about television and
Broadway for several newspapers.

O'Briandied Nov. 5in New York.
He was 86.




In 1965, he took over the syndicated
column Voice of Broadway after the
death of columnig Dorothy
Kilgdlen. Healso washogt of a
WOR-AM radio show.

O

Hisfirst name was Truman but
T. Stanley Smith wasknown as Stan
inhis39 yearsat the Batimore AP
Communications Department. He
died Oct. 19 of cancer. He was 90.

Smith joined AP & Baltimorein
1934. He hdd severd technica jobs
bef ore being named Traffic Bureau
Chief in 1953. He took early retire-
ment in 1973. In 1991 heand his
wife, Doris, moved to North Fort
Myers Ha., from Maryland. Her
Sde Cdege Grdf, retired adminis-
trative assstant in the Baltimore
bureau, lives nearby.

At hisretirement party, then AP
Pres dent Wes Gallagher wrote Smith
“it has been 20 years since you were
put in charge of communicationsin
Bdtimore and | have dways known
that we could count on your expert
adminigration in handling AP &fairs”

Smith replied: “1 had often
wondered with the long hours and the
seven daysaweek why | had picked
AP But now as | look back | would
not have had it any other way ...”

Other survivors include two grand-
children; six great grandchildren, and
three stepchildren.

g

Edward Rush Young, AP's
Virginianewseditor inthe 1970sand
early 1980s, died March 28in
Richmond, Va Hewas 81.

Young joined the AP in 1946 after
working briefly for The Daily
Progressin Charlottesville and serv-
ing in the Navy during World Wer I1.
He became the Richmond bureau's
sports editor in the 1950s. In 1970, he
was promoted to news editor and
held thejob for 13 years.

Marshall Johnson, retired Richmond
gports editor, sad: “Hewasthe greatest
writer I've ever known under pressure,
and I"ve been associated with some

Tribute: Remembering Joe Holloway

Two AP retireeswho worked with
the late AP photographer Joe
Holloway took time recently to recall
what agreat guy he wasto work with.

“Welearned, long before Joe
joined AR, that he was atough com-
petitor,” recalls Lamar Maithews, re-
tired Atlanta ass sant chief of bureau
who worked with Holloway during
much of his 30-year career. “When
he gpplied to AR, Bureau Chief Ron
Autry asked former photo editor Jm
Laxson about Holloway's ability.

“Laxsonreplied ‘All hecandois
beat the hdll out of you.” That basi-
caly summed it up. Whenwe
absolutely had to have apicture,
regardless of the obstacles, Holloway
got the assgnment. He aso got the
picture no matter how tough.

“Other than hisfamily, histwo
great loveswerethe Airborne
Infantry and the University of
Alabama (especially the footbdl
team and the late Coach Bear
Bryant). Hislove of theinfantry in
which he had served madehim a
natural for assgnment to Vietnam
and later for thelong My Lai
massacretrid at Ft. Benning, Ga.

“Heoften returned to the Univergity
of Alabama, hisalmamater, to lecture

to classesin photojournalism. Hewas
especidly closeto Bryant, who gave
him one of hisfamous checkered hats,
one of Joe sprized possessions. He
had aquick wit, was very sendtive
and dedicated”

Bob Jarboe, retired Dalas photo
editor, recalls an assignment in
Kansas City with Holloway.

“Joe, Dean L ee from Washington
and | were part of aphoto staff cover-
ing a Democrat mini-convention in
Kansas City inthe early 1970s”
Jarboe wrote. “We assembled inthe
lobby of the Hotel President to talk
about where to eat supper.

“Joe, in his pronounced Southern
drawl, spoke up with, ‘Dean Lee and
me are goin’ where we can get some
possum-chowmein.,

“It was 16 degrees outside, so we
elected to dine at our aging hotel.
After we were seated, thewaitress
came over and whispered, ‘don’'t eat
here, it'sterrible’

“We piled into my car and droveto
aGreek restaurant that featured afine
belly-dancer, and great food.

“Joe Holloway Jr. was aways great
towork with.”

Holloway retired from the Atlanta
daff in 1994 and died Aug. 16. =

truly good writers”

AP writer Bill Baskervill, who
worked withYoung for 14 years, said
Young was “the heart and soul” of
the Richmond bureau for many years.
“He knew how to approach the sory,
what questionsto ask and — mostly
— how to write it with grace and
syle” sad Washington news editor
Merrill Hartson, who started his
career working withYoung in
Richmond.

In 1999, Young helped AP and
Virginia newspapers select the sate's
most significant stories of the 20th
century. “He could remember so

much that none of us could remem-
ber” sad Richmond bureau chief

Dorothy Abernathy.
O

Pan Yueh-Kang, former AP
photographer and adminigtrative di-
rector in Taiwan, died Jan. 3in
Qingdao, China, after alongillness.
Hewas63.

Pan joined AP as a photographer at
Tapei in 1971 and became adminis-
trative director in 1982, in charge of
both the news report and sales.

Survivorsinclude hiswife and
three sons. o
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Dorothy and Bud Wylie

They had met while both were su-
dents at the University of Missouri and
put off marriage until they graduated.

She went to work for the
Independence, Mo., Examiner for
$18 per week and began paying off
her $800 college loan, while Bud
went to work for The Associated
Press“at theimpressive salary of
$35 per week.”

They decided two could live on
Bud'ssalary and were married in
1940. In less than three yearstheir
firgt baby was born.

Again they agreed on something
els2— the baby was very smart.

Directory:

The AP corporate Web site:
www.ap.org

AP Corporate Communications:
Tel: 212-621-1720
Fax: 212-621-1723

AP Benefits/Health
Claims in NY:
Tel: 212-621-7059

Claims outside NY:
Tel: 800-622-2363

AP Credit Union:
Tel: 212-621-1849

AP Company Store:
Tel: 800-203-5304

Visit The Company Store Web site;

http://www.ap.org
click on
“The AP Company Store”

=

AP The Company Store

Bud and Dorothy Wylie,
Wed in 1940, Celebrate Six
Decades of Marital BIiss

NEW PORT RICHY, Ha. —
Dorothy Wylie, retired journdist
and teacher but till active asBud's
wife and maother of their children,
has shown she can till produce a
lively story.

Shewrote an item on marital
relationships, sub-titled “ Sixty Years
of Wedded Bliss... and other appro-
priate cliches” for the Bulletin of the
Community Aging and Retirement
Services, Inc., of Port Richy. It was
published in the Winter 2000 issue,
justin time for their 60th wedding
anniversary.

Among other things, she disclosed
that before she and Bud were
married shetold her sister shedidn’t
want to get married but wanted to
live with Bud “the rest of my life;”
quite arisque statement for ayoung
lady in 1939.

But she and Bud agreed there
were advantages to awedding, “one
of thefirst thingsweredly agreed
on,” shewrote.

Then there was the question of
babies — she wanted them; Bud
didn’t. But then he added, “I'll bet
they’ll sure be smart.”

WorldWer |1 put agtrain on every-
thing, including babies and marriages.

“But ourssurvived ... | think ...
Because Bud was so funny.”

“It was fun watching his son
devel op the same sense of humor,”
shewrote. “When our daughter was
born five years later, she quickly
added to the entertainment.”

When Bud joined the Navy,
Dorothy moved back with her
parents on aWyoming ranch. From
there she drove a pick-up daily sev-
eral milesto agtore which wasthe
nearest drop for the Cody, Wyo.,
pos office, dways looking for |etters
from Bud. Sometimes therewould
be astack of mail, some timesnone.

Then one day the lady mail carrier
drovedl the way to theranch. In addi-
tion to letters,there sat Bud, jammed
agang mail bags. Hisship hed
docked & Sesitleand he had leave.

“And what did | do?’ Dorothy
wrote. “I cried — until Mrs. Mail
carrier yelled at me.

“Hey,” she shouted, “this guy
found ataxi cab in Cody, Wyoming,
to come 25 milesto seeyou.” =

What are you doing
in retirement?
Send stories and photos

to Cleartime editor
Joe McKnight




