
AP President and CEO Louis D.
B o c c a rdi told a congressional committee
t h at the news media made erro rs in
calling the U. S. presidential election in
N ove m b e r. But, he cautioned, t h o s e
m i s t a kes should be fixed by journ a l i s t s
— not by the fe d e ral gove rn m e n t .

B o c c a rdi raised the Fi rs t
Amendment rights of the press in a
joint ap p e a rance with five netwo rk
n ews chief exe c u t ives and the dire c t o r
of Voter News Service befo re the
House Energy and Commerc e
Committee Feb. 14. 

“AP has serious doubts that the
committee and its staff, no matter how
s e n s i t ive they may be, can avo i d
c rossing the line between ap p ro p ri at e
gove rnment concern with the electora l
p rocess itself and, on the other hand,
i n ap p ro p ri ate gove rnment invo l ve-
ment with the rep o rting on that
p rocess by a free pre s s ,” B o c c a rd i
s a i d. “ To put it more plainly, we 
b e l i eve that such an official gove rn-
ment inquiry into essentially editori a l
m at t e rs is inconsistent with the Fi rs t
Amendment values that are funda-
mental to our society. Th at is said with
c o nv i c t i o n , but without disrespect to
the important role — important bu t
c ri t i c a l ly diffe rent from that of the 

media — played by the bra n ches of 
gove rn m e n t .”

The House panel called the heari n g
to examine why the netwo rks fli p -
flopped on the winner of the 
p residential race in Florida befo re 
d e cl a ring the race too close to call. 
The AP did not pre m at u re ly decl a re
G e o rge W. Bush the president-elect. 

B o c c a rdi ap p e a red at the nat i o n a l ly
b roadcast eight-hour hearing along
with the heads of V N S,ABC New s ,
NBC New s , CBS New s , CNN and
Fox New s.

See reaction to Boccard i ’s re m a r k s
on page 3. ■

N ew re t i ree Walter Mears will be the guest speaker at A P ’s 25-Year Club dinner
Fri d ay, M ay 18 in New Yo rk. The annual fete will be held at the same ve nue as last
year — The Manhattan Club at Rosie O’Gra dy ’s Restaurant in midtow n
M a n h at t a n , a few bl o cks from A P ’s intern ational headquart e rs. President Lou
B o c c a rdi will be the host. Retiree Charlie Monzella re t u rns as the dinner’s emcee.
I nv i t ation acceptances must be re t u rned to Monzella.  ■
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P resident Boccardi makes a point at
a congressional hearing on election
coverage. (Photo: Joe Marq u e t t e )



By Louis D. Boccardi 
AP President and CEO

To try to somehow cap t u re Wa l t e r
M e a rs in a few sentences, you have to
cope with two ve ry powerful fo rc e s :
The A s s o c i ated Press and go l f.

Th ey have provided twin themes in
Wa l t e r ’s life, and have sometimes
been parallel and sometimes not.

For ex a m p l e, Walter has been 
we l l - s e rve d, both as a journalist and
as a go l fe r, by two deep ly ingrained 
p e rsonal tra i t s : a gift for colorful 
l a n g u age and a disrespect for 
ex p e n s ive equipment.

But when Walter the journalist uses
wo rd s , re a d e rs by the millions gat h e r.
When Walter the go l fer uses wo rd s ,
t h ey hide the ch i l d ren and call
S e c u ri t y.

Walter the journalist is not know n
to have ever tossed or hit a piece of
AP equipment so far that it couldn’t
be re t ri eve d. The same cannot be said
for Walter the go l fe r.

We surrender Walter the go l fer to
his passion and we honor Walter the
j o u rnalist for an unfo rge t t able AP 
c a reer — statehouse corre s p o n d e n t ,
Washington rep o rt e r, exe c u t ive editor,
bu reau ch i e f, vice president and 
special corre s p o n d e n t .

While we ’ve been at this for 153
ye a rs , Walter belongs in a ve ry select
c i rcle of  AP people whose byline has
become synonymous with wh at they
did for us. Howa rd Benedict and
space rep o rt i n g. Esper and A rnett on
Vietnam. Saul Pett and Hugh
M u l l i gan for writing so powerful that
you couldn’t put it aside. And can
you think of cove rage of A m e ri c a n
politics over the last 40 ye a rs and not
think of the byline of Walter R.
M e a rs? I don’t think so.

H e ’s also served the AP with 
distinction through his contri bu t i o n s
as Washington bu reau chief and 

exe c u t ive editor. But in his soul,
Walter is a rep o rt e r... and that ’s wh at
has made him a model — I wo n ’t say
i c o n , because Fran still has to put up
with him — but a model to AP stat e-
house wri t e rs , and Wa s h i n g t o n
s t a ffe rs for many ye a rs , and no doubt
for many more to come.

And he’s made it all look so easy.
A nat u ral touch as a wri t e r, a nat u ra l
grace as a manager and motivat o r. . .
coupled with the vision to help 
millions of re a d e rs grasp the 
c o m p l exities and subtleties of politics
and gove rn m e n t , and the wit to help
us enjoy learning about it.

Walter was still a student at
M i dd l ebu ry College when he joined
us in Boston 46 ye a rs ago. Within six
ye a rs , h e ’d gotten his AP ticket to
Wa s h i n g t o n , and three ye a rs after
t h at , in 1964, he helped cover the
e l e c t i o n , the first of 10 national cam-
paigns he’s rep o rted ... including the
electile dysfunction of the year 2000.

I ’ve learned some intere s t i n g
things about Walter from people
wh o ’ve spent more time with him in
saloons than I have.

But I will never fo rget the sheer
p l e a s u re of wat ching him fashion in
the late night and early morning of
Tu e s d ays and We d n e s d ays in the Fa l l
of 1976, wat ching him fashion the
campaign cove rage that won him the
P u l i t zer Pri ze.

Wa l t e r, f rom all of us, for all
yo u ’ve accomplished, c o n grat u l at i o n s
and thank you. And from me pers o n-
a l ly, thank you for your wo rk , yo u r
f riendship and your help.

(See Mike Fe i n s i l b e r ’s account of
M e a rs ’Feb 2. re t i rement party in
Washington on the next page. ) ■

Retirement Remarks
By Walter Mears
Vice President and Special
C o r r e s p o n d e n t

I had hoped to have a fa rewell ra l ly
in the hangar at A n d rews Air Fo rc e
B a s e, but then I re a l i zed I would have
been there alone. I thought about 
p rying the W off my key b o a rd, bu t
t h at ’s been done, t o o .

So I will confine myself to a wo rd
of thanks.

Enough people have kindly 
mentioned my Pulitzer pri ze so that I
can do so without sounding pushy.
E s p e c i a l ly because it was 24 ye a rs
ago and I have n ’t won anything since.
The night I re c e ived it in 1977, wh e n
I had a moment alone, I re m e m b e r
feeling kind of shaky and saying to
myself — but out loud so I’d hear it
— yo u ’re not that go o d. Then I
thought — I hope nobody finds out.

I thank you all for not finding out. 
I ap p re c i ate your being here and I
t re a s u re the kind wo rds of my 
c o l l e agues. Especially because my
gra n d ch i l d ren and my daughters are
h e re and may be pers u a d e d.
S t ephanie and Susan have a special
s t a ke tonight because they paid dues
t h ey did not owe so that I could 
p u rsue a career that left them too 
often with an absentee fat h e r.

I got the only career I ever wa n t e d.
From the time I learned that people
wo rked for a living and that some of
them got to go places, see things and
w rite about it for the new s p ap e rs , t h at
is wh at I wanted to do. The AP let me
do it, for 45 ye a rs. I have never 
fo rgotten the excitement I felt the firs t
d ay I wa l ked into the cl atter of the
Teletypes in the Boston bu reau in
1955 and was shown to a typew ri t e r
and told to write news stories on it.
Not only that , but they would pay me
55 dollars a week. 

Walter the Journalist and Walter the Golfer



The stories and the assignments
ch a n ged — fo rt u n at e ly so did the pay
— but that edge of excitement neve r
went away. It was there eve ry time I
set about writing a story, right up to
the last one on inauguration day. Yo u
a lways want to write the story in
wh i ch you wo u l d n ’t ch a n ge a wo rd.
You never can but you just ke ep 
t ry i n g. I’ll do my writing in a diffe re n t
role now, but I will ke ep try i n g. I
thank you for being my colleag u e s ,
my fri e n d s , my fa m i ly and my pro fe s-
sional fa m i ly, The A s s o c i ated Pre s s .

All these ye a rs I have intro d u c e d
myself by saying I’m Walter Mears
and I wo rk for The A s s o c i ated Pre s s .
N ow that will be edited to read I’m
re t i red from The A s s o c i ated Pre s s .
But those initials, A P, will always be
p a rt of my name. Thanks.  ■

Walter Mears Retires
By Mike Feinsilber
Washington Writer

WA S H I N G TON (AP) — Wa l t e r
R. Mears , an A s s o c i ated Press 
rep o rt e r, e d i t o r, columnist and 
exe c u t ive known to colleagues and
c o m p e t i t o rs for his ability to get to
the heart of an hour’s political 
o rat o ry in a few wo rds and in an 
i n s t a n t , has re t i re d.

His half-century in journ a l i s m
was celeb rated Feb. 2 by
Washington politicians and 
n ew s p e o p l e, joined by A P ’s top
b rass and its foot soldiers hoping to
fo l l ow his fo o t s t ep s .

P resident Bush praised Mears 
as “a byline synonymous with 
i n t egri t y, intellect and instantaneous
n ews leads.”

To political junkies familiar with
Ti m o t hy Cro u s e ’s book, “ The Boy s
on the Bus” — about the press corp s
t h at cove red the 1972 pre s i d e n t i a l
campaign between Rich a rd M. Nixon
and George S. McGove rn — Mears
was the “ Wa l t e r ” in the question 
f rom fe l l ow rep o rt e rs wh o ’d rather 
be right than ori gi n a l , “ Wh at ’s the
l e a d,Wa l t e r ? ”

M e a rs was famous for cap t u ri n g

the sense of an event in cri s p ,
clear precision. 

With that skill, he won the
P u l i t zer Pri ze for his cove rage of the
1976 campaign between Jimmy
C a rter and Gerald R. Fo rd. Wh e n
t h at hap p e n e d, he once re m a rke d, h e
was asked wh at he would do nex t .

“ For a journ a l i s t , the answer is
s i m p l e : ex a c t ly wh at I was doing
when I was so pleasantly interru p t-
e d,” he rep l i e d. “ Th at ’s because
t h e re is always another story to 
d i s c over and wri t e.”

A nat ive of Ly n n , M a s s . , M e a rs ,
6 6 , s t a rted with the AP while still a
student at Midd l ebu ry College.
Within six ye a rs , he was in
Wa s h i n g t o n , c ove ring Congress 
and politics.

In a letter, Bush wrote to Mears ,
“ D u ring more than four decades of
c ove ring the process and the people
in A m e rican politics, you have not
been jaded by your journ ey. You are
a true gentleman — a model for 
a s p i ring journalists — a good and
decent man who sees the people
you cover as people.”

He wrote 1,500 columns over 11
ye a rs. His wo rk was so we l l - k n ow n
t h at The AP simply labeled his
c o l u m n s : “ Walter Mears .” ■

P resident Boccardi with Mears

Boccardi’s Defense of the First Amendment Receives Praise from Media Colleagues in the U.S.
E d i t o rial wri t e rs , columnists and other journalists across the United States have congrat u l ated A P ’s chief exe c u t ive,

Lou Boccard i , for telling a congressional committee that fixing media mistakes is the responsibility of the press — 
not the gove rnment. Boccardi raised the issue of journ a l i s m ’s Fi rst Amendment rights in a joint ap p e a rance with five
n e t wo rk news chief exe c u t ives and the director of Voter News Service befo re a House panel Feb. 14. 

B roadcasting & Cable magazine said: “ The A P ’s Louis Boccardi was the stro n gest dissenting voice ...”
E . J. Dionne wrote in the Washington Po s t : “Louis Boccard i , p resident of The A s s o c i ated Pre s s , s h owed real spine

when he told the committee that ‘an official gove rnment inquiry into wh at are essentially editorial mat t e rs is inconsis-
tent with the Fi rst Amendment values that are fundamental to our society.’ ”

You can read Boccard i ’s testimony and re l ated mat e rial on the corp o rate Web site at www. ap . o rg Read the tra n s c ript of
his Feb. 14 Nightline ap p e a rance at http://ab c n ew s . go . c o m / s e c t i o n s / n i g h t l i n e / n i g h t l i n e / t ra n s c ri p t s / n l 0 1 0 2 1 4 _ t rans.html  ■



Miami’s Phil Sandlin Retires 
By Kevin Walsh
Florida Chief of Bureau

Miami photo editor Phil Sandlin’s
Feb. 3 re t i rement party was at t e n d e d
by 125 AP staffe rs , their families and
member and freelance photograp h e rs .

S a n d l i n , re c u p e rating from fo o t
s u rge ry, ap p e a red ge nu i n e ly surp ri s e d
by the size of the crowd as he made
his way on cru t ches towa rd the deck
wh e re we we re holding the part y.

The Florida photo staff built a large
d i s p l ay board that showed dozens of
photos of Sandlin or shot by him 
d u ring his 26-year AP care e r.

Friends and colleagues at the cele-
b ration and outdoor barbecue incl u d-
ed included Vice President and
E xe c u t ive Photo Editor Vin A l ab i s o ;
Jodie Steck , S a n d l i n ’s successor; Bob
D a u g h e rt y, Bill Waugh and To by
M a s s ey from the State Photo Center;
Will Lester of the Washington nat i o n-
al staff; photograp h e rs Steve Helber
of Rich m o n d, Ric Feld of Atlanta and
Lynn Sladky of San Juan. Hans
D e ry k , To ronto Star director of 
p h o t ograp hy and ex-AP Miami 
p h o t ograp h e r, flew in from Canada.

I told the crow d : “ few people have

wo rked as hard or as effe c t ive ly as
Phil Sandlin on behalf of the AP 
d u ring the past 26 ye a rs .”

Among the many gifts Phil 
re c e ive d, the photo staff pre s e n t e d
him with a 17-foot canoe to purs u e
his passion for the outdoors .

Vin A l abiso gave Sandlin a go l d-
fish as a symbol of the fishing that
h e ’d be able to do in re t i rement. He
reeled off a list of the major stori e s
t h at Sandlin has helped supervise fo r
the AP — the Sunshine Sky way
b ri d ge collap s e, the Mariel boat l i f t
t h at brought 125,000 Cubans to
F l o ri d a , the Miami ri o t s , t h e

C h a l l e n ger space shuttle ex p l o s i o n ,
H u rricane A n d rew, Elian Gonzalez
and the Florida re c o u n t .

“ P h i l ’s been there and done that ,”
said Vin. “And been there and done
t h at incre d i bly we l l .”

Sandlin told the crowd he wa s
ove r whelmed and thanked them fo r
their support over the ye a rs. 

The strength of A P ’s photo rep o rt
is its staff, m e m b e rs and fre e l a n c e rs ,
he said. “ These guys deserve all the
c redit. I hope at some point you give
them the same accolades for doing
my job.” ■

R e t i red Florida photo editor Sandlin

M o n t a n a ’s Legi s l at u re has 
re-named its media center the J. D.
Holmes Press Room to honor the lat e
AP statehouse correspondent who 
re t i red in 1978.

“In placing his name on a room in
the building wh e re he wo rked for 30
ye a rs , the Legi s l at u re not only honors
an outstanding journ a l i s t , but re c og-
n i zes the role of an energetic and 
re s p o n s i ble press in democratic 
gove rn m e n t ,” w rote AP President Lou
B o c c a rdi in a letter read at the Dec. 16
d e d i c ation. It is the only room of the
C apitol named for an individual. ■

Sandlin Profiled in Herald
Phil Sandlin was pro filed in the

Miami Herald Fe b. 15 following his
re t i rement. Here ’s an excerpt fro m
that daily newspaper interview sum-
ming up Sandlin’s storied care e r :

“ I ’ve always tried to put myself in
a situation wh e re I would not be a
p a rt of the pro bl e m .”

Th at ’s classic Sandlin, said Vi n
A l ab i s o , vice president and exe c u t ive
photo editor, a lways humble and
t rying to stay in the back gro u n d, ye t
accomplishing the impossibl e.  ■

Right:  J. D. Holmes, who died in 1999.  Left:  The three children of the late J.
D. Holmes, AP Montana government re p o rt e r, stand at door of the pre s s
room in the Montana statehouse that was named for their father and dedi-
cated in special ceremonies on Dec. 16.  Helena bureau chief John Kuglin
emceed the dedication.  Shown from left are Nancy Boone-Hill, Seattle;
David Holmes, Spokane, Wash; and Vicki Pawlitschek, Snohomish, Wash.  

Capitol Press Room in Montana Named for AP Correspondent



A P Media Mentions
United Fe at u res Syndicate colum-

nist Tad Bart i mus wrote about the
re t i rement of AP music writer Mary
Campbell  in an art i cle titled  ‘ Fa rm
gi rl says go o d bye to 40 ye a rs of
o p e ra ’t h at ap p e a red in the Dec. 2,
2000 Smart Living section of the
A ri zona Rep u bl i c.

✺ 

The March / Ap ril issue of
Columbia Jo u rnalism Rev i ew has
p u blished “ The Shake rs ,” a list of
top people in pri n t , t e l ev i s i o n , p u b-
lishing and magazines in New Yo rk .
The first list of 20 people, c a l l e d
“ M oguls (they run the companies
and they have the powe r ) ,” i n cl u d e s
P resident Boccardi (“steering AP to
n ew role in digital age”) and A P ’s
C h a i rman of the Board of Dire c t o rs
Donald Newhouse (“billionaire
ove rsees fa m i ly pap e rs”). A P
M a n aging Editor Mike Silve rman is
on the list “ N ew s p ap e rs , the age n d a
s e t t e rs ” and Vice President and
E xe c u t ive Editor Jon Wolman is 
listed in “On the ri s e.”

✺ 

The March edition of
Washingtonian magazine lists Wh i t e
House chief correspondent Ron
Fo u rnier in its Top 50 journ a l i s t s .
H e re ’s wh at it say s :“ M u ch of wh at
people know in Washington is 
because of Ron Fo u rn i e r. It’s one of
Wa s h i n g t o n ’s secrets that most of
wh at the ‘ ex p e rt s ’opine on telev i s i o n
s h ows they know because on their
way to the studio they ch e cked Th e
A s s o c i ated Press wire. The man wh o
w rites mu ch of the copy for that wire,
e s p e c i a l ly about who is coming and
going in Wa s h i n g t o n , is Fo u rn i e r,
who himself is too busy wo rking to
be on T V. Political rep o rt e rs for the
top pap e rs say it became a joke 
d u ring the Florida election battle that ,
no matter wh e re they we n t , Fo u rn i e r
had been there firs t .”

✺ 

Business News Editor Darre l l
C h ristian is listed as No. 17 on Th e
Jo u rnalist and Financial Rep o rt i n g
(TJFR) list of top business journ a l-
ists in 2001. 

✺ 

P resident Boccardi was inter-
v i ewed on the ABC News progra m
“ N i g h t l i n e ” after a day of heari n g s
on how to avoid election night 
miscalls in the media. Nightline 
a n chor Ted Koppel asked Boccard i
wh at , if any t h i n g, can be done the
n ext time around if there ’s a cl o s e
p residential election. Boccard i
rep l i e d : “A fair question. But I think
we ought to just remember that not
eve rything was bro ken. In fa c t , ve ry
little was bro ken. Th e re was a pro b-
lem in one state wh e re, as we talk
t o n i g h t , the margin stands at a little
over 500 votes in a race in wh i ch 6
million votes we re cast, and there
a re still 180,000 or so ballots that are
in some kind of a limbo. So it is fa i r
to ask how do we prevent this. But I
just wanted to resist the notion that
eve rything was in pieces, and now
we have to somehow again re a s s e m-
ble some giant construction that had
just fallen ap a rt .”

✺ 

The Rochester (N. Y.) Democrat
and Chro n i cle interv i ewed Los
A n geles photographer Nick Ut
about his Pulitzer Pri ze - w i n n i n g
photo of a young gi rl fleeing from a
n apalm bombing during the Vi e t n a m
Wa r. Ut and the now grown gi rl
f rom the photo, Kim Phuc, s p o ke at
the opening in Rochester of
“ R e q u i e m ,” the photo exhibit by A P
London photo editor Horst Fa a s .
The exhibit of pictures taken in
Vietnam by photograp h e rs who died
in the war accompanies Fa a s ’b o o k
by the same name and is at the
G e o rge Eastman House Gallery 
until Ju n e.

✺ 

N i ck Ut pens a firs t - p e rson 
account of his re t u rn visit last spri n g
to Vietnam for the 25th annive rs a ry
of the war in the Intern ational Pre s s
I n s t i t u t e ’s fo u rt h - q u a rter 2000 publ i-
c ation IPI Global Jo u rnalist. 

✺ 

N ew Yo rk bu reau newsman To m
M c E l roy was fe at u red in a New Yo rk
Times art i cle Jan. 6. McElroy edits the
AP Day b o o k , the most widely - re a d
listing of daily events in New Yo rk
C i t y. “ The daybook was born in 
another era ,” w rote the Times. “It grew
out of The A s s o c i ated Pre s s ’s city
w i re, wh i ch ,b a ck when New Yo rk
had about a dozen new s p ap e rs ,s e n t
rep o rt e rs to wo rk school board meet-
ings and police precincts and to stalk
the halls of city agencies. But by the
1 9 6 0 ’s ,s u ch cove rage was no longe r
in demand. The number of pap e rs
dw i n d l e d, and the remaining ones 
b egan to back away from cove ring the
m i nutiae of official life in New Yo rk .
And when the city wire folded in the
1 9 7 0 ’s only the daybook re m a i n e d.”
N ew Yo rk bu reau chief Sam Boy l e
told the Times “It has ch a n ge d.
Neither we nor our members are 
c ove ring eve ry tree in the fo rest. It is
no longer viabl e. But eve ryone wh o
wants people to know wh at is go i n g
on sends the event into the daybook. 
It is the one spot read by eve ryone 
i nvo l ved in metro cove rage.”

✺ 

P u l i t zer Pri ze-winning photogra-
pher Joe Rosenthal is interv i ewed by
a Vanity Fair magazine editor in an
a rt i cle on the Digital Jo u rnalist Web
site at http://digi t a l j o u rn a l i s t . o rg / i s-
s u e 0 1 0 1 / f ri e n d.htm  Rosenthal talks
about his photo of U. S. Mari n e s
raising the flag at Iwo Jima duri n g
Wo rld War II and the book “ F l ag of
Our Fat h e rs ” by James Bra d l ey and
Ron Powe rs. ■



A P S i g h t i n g s
Vice President and Director of

Wo rld Services Claude Erbsen
spotted an AP sighting in the
P u l i t zer Pri ze-winning book
“ E m b racing Defe at ,” a history of
the post-war occupation of Japan 
by historian John Dowe r. AP 
c o rrespondent Russell Brines is
quoted on his impressions of
E m p e ror Hiro h i t o ’s first pers o n a l
ap p e a rances after having been
s t ripped of the title “Son of
H e ave n ,” and tra n s fo rmed into a
m o re public ru l e r.

✺

C a i ro-based Chief of Midd l e
East Services Earleen Fisher 
spotted AP in the Ja nu a ry issue of
Smithsonian maga z i n e. A photo
of the front entrance of A P ’s 
i n t e rn ational headquart e rs in New
Yo rk is included in an art i cl e
about sculptor Isamu Nog u chi 
entitled “An Oasis of A rt ” ab o u t
N og u ch i ’s open-air museum in
s u burban Long Island. Nog u ch i ’s
s c u l p t u re “ N ew s ” is ab ove the 
e n t rance to the AP bu i l d i n g.  ■

R e t i red San Diego corre s p o n d e n t
Dan Te d ri ck recalls the days wh e n
m ovie stars still called news people
on their own. He re c e ived some of
those calls when he was night editor
in Los A n geles in the 1960s.  Here ’s
wh at Te d ri ck wrote about those day s :

“ B u ddy Ebsen would call to try to
get a wo rl dwide story out on a 
missing car of his. 

“ John Wayne would call to re l i eve
his anger at some actor he didn’t like.

“ Th e re we re dozens of such calls 
a ye a r.

“ S h i rl ey MacLaine always bri g h t-
ened my wo rk day s , s o m e h ow calling
eve ry few nights at the precise 
moment when we we re n ’t ch a s i n g
n ews from three We s t e rn stat e s , B a j a
C a l i fo rnia or Hawa i i .

“ S h i rl ey — and I love her to this
d ay — would ask how I was and if
t h e re ’s ‘ a ny news from Nige ri a ,’ o r
the Sudan or Zambia. I’d ch e ck the
A - w i re, as time allowe d, and she
k n ew that .

“Some three decades lat e r, I can
still hear staffe rs yelling out: ‘ D a n ,
the phone, i t ’s Shirl ey aga i n .’

“In the summer of ‘69 I fielded a
call from the New Yo rk Genera l
Desk asking to ch e ck a rep o rt that 

m ovie star Robert Tay l o r, then one of  
H o l ly wo o d ’s big names, was dy i n g.

“I phoned the Taylor residence a
couple of counties north of LA. His
w i fe, G e rman actress Ursula Th i e s s ,
a n swe re d.

“ ‘ Wh at ? ’ she ex claimed to the 
i n q u i ry. ‘I just called my mother in
G e rm a ny. This is not known to 
a nyone else.’

“I told her I had a wo rl dw i d e
f riendship and someone must have
said something to someone.

“ ‘ We just need to know how he’s
d o i n g,’ I said.

“ ‘ H e ’s dy i n g,’Thiess said, ‘ bu t
h ow did AP know so quick ly ? ’

“I made ch i t ch at for a minu t e
without revealing the General Desk
i n q u i ry, and filed a story on the grave
illness of the star.

“ Within a week — June 8, 1 9 6 9
— Taylor died.

“I never learned how the Genera l
Desk got the tip.”

( E d i t o r ’s note:  “Celebrity Stuff ”
is a new feature.  Share your 
e n c o u n t e rs with celebrities — past
and present — with Cleartime editor
Joe McKnight.) ■

Busy Gene, Busy Gerry, Busy John
Minnesota re t i rees Gerry Nelson, Gene
Lahammer and John Lundquist have been
meeting in the spring and fall for years. They
plan to continue that tradition in 2001.
Lundquist — oldest of the three at 80 — missed
lunch last fall because he was working. He does
o ffice work for a temp agency. Lahammer has a
p a rt-time stint with the Minneapolis Star
Tribune newspaper, helping interview 
legislative candidates seeking endorsement in
election years, and also writing an occasional
editorial on legislative matters. He also fre e-
lances an occasional magazine article on politi-
cal subjects. Nelson occasionally contracts with
an area college for part-time public re l a t i o n s
work and also does volunteer work for a 
community college and churc h .

Celebrity Stuff: Ebsen, MacLaine, Taylor



The re t i rement of Eileen Murray,
AP London’s administrat ive exe c u-
t ive since 1976, p rovided a unique
o p p o rtunity for a reunion of the thre e
London bu reau chiefs for whom she
had wo rke d.

R i ch a rd O’Rega n , bu reau ch i e f
f rom 1966 to 1977; David Mason,
who headed the bu reau from 1977 
to 1980, and Myron Belkind, wh o
has been bu reau chief since 1980,
h o n o red Murray at a luncheon and
t h a n ked her for her service duri n g
e a ch of their tenu re s .

O ’ R egan re t i red in 1984 after 
s e rving as AP ge n e ral director fo r
E u ro p e, based in Geneva , wh e re he
and his wife Betty live. Th e
O ’ R egans have remained active in
desktop publishing  ever since their
“ fo rmal re t i re m e n t ” and are now 
c o n c e n t rating on producing books on
i n t e rn ational law for va rious publ i s h-
e rs and intern ational orga n i z at i o n s
Betty also plays the viola in ch a m b e r
music groups. The rest of the time the
O ’ R egans spend walking in the
G e n eva country s i d e.

O ’ R egan hired Murray to be the
bu re a u ’s administrat ive assistant, a n d
Belkind thanked him for leaving such

“a gre at lega cy.”
Mason re t i red in 1987 after seve n

ye a rs as A P ’s London-based
E u ropean chief diplomatic corre s p o n-
dent. He now lives in Dunster, a 
m e d i eval village in Somers e t , in the
west of England, wh e re he shares a
l ove ly residence with an English 
w i d ow, Joyce Hill. 

“ We get up in the morning and say,
‘ Th e re ’s nothing to do today, and we
end up completely ex h a u s t e d,’ ”
Mason said in a pro file re c e n t ly 
p u blished in the alumni magazine of
his alma mat e r, Macalester College.
G a rd e n i n g, e n t e rtaining visitors and
p a rt i c i p ating in local ch a rities are
among their many activities. Mason’s
w i fe, Andrée Pa u l , a fo rmer Fre n ch
d i p l o m at who was known to many
AP staffe rs , died in 1991. 

Belkind rep o rts that  O’Regan and
Mason we re “ ve ry fit and alert ” a n d
o bv i o u s ly enjoying re t i rement wh i l e
remaining active. 

The AP London staff honore d
M u rray with a re c eption on March 2,
her last day at wo rk. Belkind read a
t ri bute from AP President Lou
B o c c a rd i , who wro t e : “It is hard to
i m agine that after this week there will

be a London AP bu reau without
Eileen Murray.  You have been a key
p a rt of the bu reau since you joined us
25 ye a rs ago.  It is an unders t at e m e n t
to say that you will be missed.
Wh at ever the task you perfo rm e d,
you made the name Eileen Murray
s y n o nymous with helpfulness and un-
d e rs t a n d i n g, a lways with a smile.” ■

On the AP Author’s Shelf: An
Essay by Germany’s Ulrich
Renz on Jewish Refugees

U l ri ch Renz, re t i red chief editor of
A P ’s German language news serv i c e,
has written an essay for a book in
wh i ch he describes the so-called 
re - n at u ra l i z ation pro c e d u re Jew i s h
re f u gees go through if they re t u rn 
to Germ a ny.

His essay in “ Jews in Germ a ny 
after 1945,” ap p e a rs alongside contri-
butions of noted German and Isra e l i
p u blicists. The book is published by
Tri bu e n e, a fo u n d ation for Germ a n -
Jewish re c o n c i l i at i o n .

Renz is considered an ex p e rt on
G e rm a ny ’s Nazi history and has 
w ritten seve ral books and essay s .

His first book, “Lauter pfli ch t b e-
wusste Leute” (All Diligent Pe o p l e ) ,
c ove red his ex p e riences and impre s-
sions as a wire service rep o rter duri n g
the court proceedings against concen-
t ration camp guards in the late ‘ 6 0 s .
Renz re flects  cri t i c a l ly on the 
d e fe n d a n t s ’ claim to have done
“nothing but our duty” in mu rd e ri n g
millions of Jews and other inmat e s .

( E d i t o r ’s note:  Peter Uhrig, who
succeeded Renz as chief editor of the
German language news service, 
c o n t r i buted this piece. ) ■

Eileen Murray surrounded at her re t i rement by her three bureau chiefs
since 1966. From left, David Mason, Myron Belkind and Richard O’Regan. 

London Chiefs of Bureau O’Regan, Mason and Belkind Reunite



By Joe McKnight

Your editor erred big time in
putting a photograph in the December
C l e a rtime that noted “all are believe d
to be deceased.” Two of those in the
p i c t u re of the Atlanta bu reau are hale
and heart y, and we learned about it
t h rough yo u , our re a d e rs.

Fi rst response came from Bra d
M a rtin of the Kansas City tech staff :

“I believe the guy in the picture
Ronnie (Williams) sent you fro m
Atlanta for December’s Cleartime is
a u t o m atic operator Ve rnon (Ve rn )
I r by.  He is still alive, 85 ye a rs old
and living in Kansas City, M o . , wh e re
he took automation in ‘78 or ‘79.  He
was here when I arrived on the scene
in the late 60’s .”

Then Irby himself wro t e :
“ H ey! It’s me — Ve rnon Irby. I

was in Atlanta 9/65 to 10/66 as 
a u t o m atic operat o r.

“I tra n s fe rred to Kansas City wh e re
I remained until early re t i rement 
in 1979.

“I went to wo rk for Daily Racing
Fo rm in 1980 as operator for 14 ye a rs .

“I am 85 ye a rs old now, in go o d
health ex c ept for a mild stro ke a 
year ago .

“ To say seeing my picture 
s u rp rised me is putting it mildly.  A n d
to learn all are deceased ex c ept me is
even more surp ri s i n g. Wow ! ”

And A rlon Southall, re t i red 
assistant chief of Commu n i c ations in
A t l a n t a , d ropped us a note giv i n g
I r by ’s name and add i n g :

“ Th e re is one other in the picture
who is still liv i n g. He is Clare n c e
( Pat) Pri c e, who resides in Stone
M o u n t a i n , G a .”

✺

Jim Cliffo rd, c e l eb rating his firs t
a n n ive rs a ry in re t i rement from the
San Francisco bu re a u , is delving into

a hobby big-time.
He builds models of ships and

planes that he has written news 
s t o ries ab o u t .

“So fa r, 26 models are displayed in
the libra ry in my home,” he says. “ I
h ave five more to go , i n cluding a
fo u r-masted tall ship that was part of
a fleet that sailed into San Fra n c i s c o
B ay to re c og n i ze the 150th annive r-
s a ry of the Califo rnia Gold Rush.”

“Most are made from kits,” he 
c o n t i nu e d, “ but a few, s u ch as the
L i b e rty Ship Je remiah O’Brien and
Amelia Earhart ’s airp l a n e, had to be
built from scrat ch .”

He said he re s o rted to ori gi n a l
“ s c rat ch ” wo rk on the Je re m i a h
O ’ B rien after learning that a model
kit would cost more than $300.

C l i ffo rd signed on with AP in San
Francisco in 1984 after 24 ye a rs with
UPI. He re t i red in March , 2 0 0 0 .

✺

“ WOW! GOSH! Wh at a surp ri s e ! ”
was Kansas City technical staffe r
Ralph Ke i bl e r ’s reaction to a congrat-
u l at o ry e-mail from President Lou
B o c c a rdi about the unofficial A P
R e t i ree Web site. The president firs t
read about the site in Sep t e m b e r ’s
C l e a rt i m e. Boccardi wro t e :

“Dear Ralph:
“ I ’ve just become awa re (via my

C l e a rtime) of the re t i ree site yo u ’ve
set up on the web. Wh at a gre at idea.
And thank you for doing it. I can see
t h at it’s alre a dy a source of info rm a-
tion (and fun) for many of our fo l k s .

“ S i n c e re ly,
“ L D B ”
The Web site is: w w w. rke i bl e r. n e t

✺

D o n ’t Open This Door If It Is Closed!
O regon re t i ree Dwight Jones fo u n d

t h at notice humorous when he visited
his doctor.

“My doctor decided he wanted to
ch e ck further into why I had lary n gi-
tis for six we e k s , and sent me for a
chest X-ray. The lady ch e cking me in
at the lab asks the usual questions,
among them: H ave you ever been
h e re befo re?  Yes.  When? I can’t re-
m e m b e r, but I recall there was a door
d own the hall with a sign that said
“ D o n ’t open this door if it is cl o s e d.”

“ The paper wo rk fin i s h e d, she led
me down a hall and there was the
same door. It’s been repainted and
has a classier looking sign that say s :
“Do not enter if door is cl o s e d.”

“I’m sorry, l a dy. If my X-ray is
bl u rry, i t ’s because I’m still trying to
s u p p ress a ch u ck l e.”

✺

Jim We s s e l ’s wife, B e rt ,s p e n t
m a ny ye a rs wo rking with theat ri c a l

Personally Yours

R e t i red San Francisco newsman Jim Cliff o rd builds models of ships and
planes that he has written news stories about. 



groups. His re t i rement from the New
Yo rk broadcast desk took them to
Locust Grove, Va . , wh e re in 1982 she
became a ch a rter member of Lake Of
the Woods Playe rs .

Th at group honored Bert last fall at
its production of a three-act comedy,
“ N ever Too Lat e.” “Her dedicat i o n ,
commitment and talent assisted the
P l aye rs to develop and flo u rish since
its incep t i o n ,” the group said.

✺

Some re a d e rs may remember Hal
Wo o d, a fo rmer AP and UPI staffer in
San Fra n c i s c o .

R o ck Rothro ck , a fo rmer staffer of
the Honolulu A dve rtiser and now 
re t i re d, rep o rts that Wo o d, 9 1 , re c e n t-
ly suffe red a stro ke and is at the
H e a rthstone Nursing Home, 2 9 0 1
East Barnett Road, M e d fo rd, O R
97504. He gives a personal phone
number of (541) 282-9714 for Wo o d.

R o t h ro ck said this info rm at i o n
came from one of Wo o d ’s daughters ,
Ramona Wood of Va n c o u ve r, WA
(Phone 360-750-7427).

✺

Bob Jo h n s o n , the re t i red sports 
editor and AP assistant ge n e ral 
m a n age r, was inducted last fall into
the New Mexico Press Hall of Fa m e. 
He re t i red in 1988 and is curre n t ly
exe c u t ive director of the New Mex i c o
Fo u n d ation for Open Gove rn m e n t .
He lives in A l bu q u e rq u e, N. M .

✺

Special Correspondent George
E s p e r, who re t i red last ye a r, has a
s ch o l a rship named after him. Th e
N ew England A s s o c i ated Press New s
E xe c u t ives A s s o c i ation will awa rd its
$1,000 George Esper Rep o rt i n g
S ch o l a rship at its May 9 confe re n c e. 

✺

Your editor fo n d ly re m e m b e rs
G e o rge Esper, who re t i red last ye a r. 

It was the spring of 1975 when the
n ew Communist gove rnment in South
Vietnam threw Esper out of Saigo n .

After visiting the New Yo rk offic e,
he landed in the Columbus bu re a u ,
filling the job of enterp rise editor,

re c e n t ly va c ated by the late Ken Dav i s .
L ater Esper would say that the

C o m munists wo u l d n ’t even let him 
go to his Saigon ap a rtment to pack a
s u i t c a s e. He grabbed a few pers o n a l
possessions from the abandoned A P
bu reau and was escorted to the Saigo n
a i rp o rt .

Th at may explain something some
on the Columbus staff thought to be
an idiosyncra s y. In more than a ye a r
in Columbu s , G e o rge often came to
wo rk toting two suitcases. He parke d
them in a corner of the office while he
went about the day ’s ch o re s .

We we re too embarrassed to ask
whether he ch e cked out of a motel
eve ry day or whether he came to wo rk
p rep a red to move quick ly to wh at eve r
n ew assignment needed his ex p e rt i s e.

G e o rge never had a desk to call 
his own in the bu reau. He wo rke d
wh e rever he found a vacant desk and
p h o n e, and — in those days — 
a typew ri t e r.

In the first weeks out of Saigo n , h i s
use of the telephone was start l i n g.
Accustomed to a Vietnamese phone
system that was erratic at best, G e o rge
shouted his phone conve rs at i o n s .
E ve ryone in the office knew wh at he
was calling about. One or two other
s t a ffe rs simply stopped wo rking until
G e o rge hung up and turned his 
volume dow n .

Th e re we re some jokes that he 
d i d n ’t re a l ly need a phone to dictat e
c o py to New Yo rk; he could just shout
out the window. ■

NEW RETIREE: Bruce Hodgman, center, longtime General Desk early 
s u p e rv i s o r, surrounded at his Dec. 21 re t i rement party by General Desk 
colleagues (from left to right) Pete Brown, Bob Ta n n e r, Dave Zelio, Doug
Rowe and Marty Steinberg. Hodgman spent 38 years with the AP, first in
H a rt f o rd, then on the national AP  Broadcast Desk when it was headquar-
t e red in New York, and finally on the General Desk. His wife, Marion, a
s w i t c h b o a rd operator at AP headquarters, attended the party along with
other members of the Hodgman family. Bruce told the crowd: “So many
people I’ve known, from the very early days, in 1962, to this very day. So
many names. So many stories — so many stories about the people — but
also of the people we work with, and one of the chief characteristics I’ve
found among my journalistic ‘warriors’ is an attempt to be honest.  We ’ re
willing to work with that as an objective.  Believe me, you don’t find that in
e v e ry organization. A bit idealistic, I know, to speak in terms of honesty — a
s e a rch for the truth.  And so, I’d ask you to ... consider that there is much to
be said for an organization — journalists and the AP, where the search is for
t ruth, the facts.  I am honored to have been with the AP and its people 38
years.”  (Photo: Christine Ta s h )



Willy Brandt, who joined the A P
in Germ a ny in 1936 and played a key
role in building A P ’s Germ a n -
l a n g u age news service after Wo rl d
War II, died March 22. He was 90.

He became head of the A P ’s photo
o p e rations in Berlin in 1936. A P ’s op-
e rations in Germ a ny we re shut dow n
by the Nazis when war was decl a re d
against the United States in 1941 and
A m e rican employees intern e d.

B ra n d t , a Germ a n , was appointed by
the AP to protect the company ’s 
assets as best he could during the wa r.

Despite air ra i d s , one of wh i ch 
d e s t royed the A P ’s Berlin bu re a u ,a n d
other diffic u l t i e s ,B randt was able to
p re s e rve AP re c o rd s ,p h o t o s ,n ews fil e s
and equipment until the end of the wa r.

S oviet troops destroyed mu ch of
wh at he had save d, i n cluding some
70,000 glass photo negat ive s , wh e n
t h ey re a ched the village southeast of
B e rlin wh e re Brandt had hidd e n
them. Most of the A P ’s film arch ive s
s u rv ive d.

In 1950, B randt rejoined the AP as
sales manager in Fra n k f u rt , wh i ch
had become the headquart e rs of the
A P ’s postwar operations. He played a
c rucial role in finding subscri b e rs fo r
the A P ’s new ly - founded Germ a n -
l a n g u age news serv i c e.

A P ’s German Service is now the
age n cy ’s largest ove rseas news opera-
t i o n , s e rving more than 200 media
c u s t o m e rs. It is Germ a ny ’s second-
l a rgest news age n cy after the nat i o n a l
age n cy Deutsche Presse A ge n t u r.

He is surv ived by a daughter.
❦

William Fe r r i s , an AP new s m a n
d u ring the 1940s and 1950s, died Dec.
17 in Ora n ge City, Fla. He was 89. 

Fe rris began his career wo rking fo r
n ew s p ap e rs in Mich i gan and Illinois.
In 1941 he joined AP in Chicago and
he cove red agri c u l t u re and bu s i n e s s .
He became Chicago ’s market editor. 

Fe rris tra n s fe rred to New Yo rk  in

1957 wh e re he wo rked as a bu s i n e s s
e d i t o r. He left AP in 1961 to become
a public re l ations exe c u t ive. 

After re t i ring to Flori d a , Fe rri s
w rote “ The Grain Tra d e rs ,” a history
of commodity futures trading that
was published by Mich i gan Stat e
U n ive rsity Press in 1988. 

S u rv ivo rs include his wife, a son
and two daughters .

❦

Frank Gilbre t h , best-selling 
author of “ C h e aper by the Doze n ,”
longtime columnist for Th e
( C h a rleston) Post and Courier and a
one-time AP staffe r, died on Feb. 18
in Charl e s t o n , S.C. He was 89.

G i l b reth was well known in
C h a rleston for his column, “ D o i n g
the Charl e s t o n ,” wh i ch he wrote fro m
the late 1940s to 1993, and helped 
d i rect the new s p ap e r ’s growth as 
an exe c u t ive. 

In 1949, G i l b reth and his sister,
E rnestine Gilbreth Carey, c o l l ab o rat-
ed in writing “ C h e aper by the
D o ze n ,” the story of growing up in a
fa m i ly of 12 ch i l d ren with effic i e n cy
ex p e rt parents. It was a best seller, a s
was its sequel, “Belles on their To e s .”
Both we re made into movies. 

He wo rked as a rep o rter for the
N ew Yo rk Herald Tri bune befo re
m oving to The News and Courier in
1934. He also wo rked for the A P, firs t
in Raleigh, N. C . , then in New Yo rk .

S u rv ivo rs include seven bro t h e rs
and sisters. 

❦

Edith Gaylord Harp e r was a
member of a we l l - k n own Oklahoma
n ew s p aper fa m i ly and spent seve ra l
ye a rs on the AP staff in Wa s h i n g t o n
and New Yo rk .

She died Jan. 28 in Oklahoma City.
She was 84.

She was a rep o rter and editor fo r
The Oklahoman and Times. In 1942,
b e fo re she joined the AP in New Yo rk
and the next year tra n s fe rred to

Washington.  She cove red a ra n ge of
s t o ri e s , i n cluding Pre s i d e n t
R o o s eve l t ’s wife and  the coro n at i o n
of Queen Elizabeth II.

She re t u rned to Oklahoma City
wh e re she wo rked as a corp o rate 
s e c re t a ry and member of the board of
The Oklahoma Publishing Co. She
was secre t a ry emeritus at the time of
her death. Her bro t h e r, E dwa rd L.
G ay l o rd, is editor and publisher of
The Oklahoman and ch a i rman of
Oklahoma Publ i s h i n g.

❦

As an AP field tech n i c i a n , G e o rg e
M. McCoy wo rked in nine diffe re n t
o ffices during his 40-year care e r. He
died in Owe n s b o ro , Ky. , Feb. 25 at
age 63. 

Since 1976, M c C oy had been
based at the Messenge r- I n q u i rer at
O we n s b o ro , maintaining AP equip-
ment at new s p ap e rs and bro a d c a s t
s t ations in we s t e rn Ke n t u cky and
s o u t h e rn Indiana.

He began his career as an office 
assistant in the Louisville bu reau in
1960. His AP wo rk took him to New
O rl e a n s ,A l bu q u e rq u e, C o l u m bu s ,
Ohio and two stints each in New Yo rk
and St. Louis. He re t i red in
D e c e m b e r. Surv ivo rs include his
w i fe, five ch i l d ren and a sister. 

❦

John T. Norman was the A P ’s firs t
Washington-based correspondent fo r
A P - D ow Jones News Service wh e n
he joined AP in 1967. He re t i red in
1990 and died Dec. 29 at a hospice in
Fo rt Mye rs , Fla. He was 82.

N o rman prev i o u s ly wo rked fo r
Fa i rchild Publ i c ations and for the
U. S. Tre a s u ry Dep a rt m e n t .

❦

Jack O’Brian joined the AP in
1943 and for many ye a rs was its 
d rama and movie cri t i c.

He later wrote about television and
B ro a dway for seve ral new s p ap e rs .

O ’ B rian died Nov. 5 in New Yo rk .
He was 86.

M e m o r i a l s



In 1965, he took over the syndicat e d
column Voice of Bro a dway after the
d e ath of columnist Doro t hy
K i l gallen. He also was host of a
WOR-AM radio show.

❦

His first name was Truman but 
T. Stanley Smith was known as Stan
in his 39 ye a rs at the Baltimore A P
C o m mu n i c ations Dep a rtment. He
died Oct. 19 of cancer. He was 90.

Smith joined AP at Baltimore in
1934.  He held seve ral technical jobs
b e fo re being named Tra ffic Bure a u
Chief in 1953. He took early re t i re-
ment in 1973. In 1991 he and his
w i fe, D o ri s , m oved to North Fo rt
M ye rs , F l a . , f rom Mary l a n d. Her 
sister Celeste Gra f, re t i red adminis-
t rat ive assistant in the Baltimore 
bu re a u , l ives nearby. 

At his re t i rement part y, then A P
P resident Wes Gallagher wrote Smith
“it has been 20 ye a rs since you we re
put in ch a rge of commu n i c ations in
B a l t i m o re and I have always know n
t h at we could count on your ex p e rt 
a d m i n i s t ration in handling AP affa i rs .”

Smith rep l i e d : “I had often 
wo n d e red with the long hours and the
s even days a week why I had picke d
A P. But now as I look back I wo u l d
not have had it any other way ... ”

Other surv ivo rs include two gra n d-
ch i l d ren; six gre at gra n d ch i l d re n , a n d
t h ree step ch i l d re n .

❦

E dward Rush Yo u n g ,A P ’s
Vi rginia news editor  in the 1970s and
e a rly 1980s, died March 28 in
R i ch m o n d, Va. He was 81.

Young joined the AP in 1946 after
wo rking bri e fly for The Daily
P rogress in Charlottesville and serv-
ing in the Navy during Wo rld War II.
He became the Richmond bu re a u ’s
s p o rts editor in the 1950s. In 1970, h e
was promoted to news editor and
held the job for 13 ye a rs. 

M a rshall Jo h n s o n , re t i red Rich m o n d
s p o rts editor, s a i d : “He was the gre at e s t
w riter I’ve ever known under pre s s u re,
and I’ve been associated with some 

t ru ly good wri t e rs .”
AP writer Bill Baske rv i l l , wh o

wo rked with Young for 14 ye a rs , s a i d
Young was “the heart and soul” o f
the Richmond bu reau for many ye a rs .
“He knew how to ap p ro a ch the story,
wh at questions to ask and — mostly
— how to write it with grace and
s t y l e,” said Washington news editor
M e rrill Hart s o n , who started his 
c a reer wo rking with Young in
R i ch m o n d. 

In 1999,Young helped AP and
Vi rginia new s p ap e rs select the stat e ’s
most significant stories of the 20th
c e n t u ry. “He could remember so

mu ch that none of us could re m e m-
b e r,” said Richmond bu reau ch i e f
D o ro t hy A b e rn at hy.

❦

Pan Yu e h - K a n g, fo rmer AP 
p h o t ographer and administrat ive di-
rector in Ta i wa n , died Jan. 3 in
Q i n g d a o , C h i n a , after a long illness.
He was 63.

Pan joined AP as a photographer at
Taipei in 1971 and became adminis-
t rat ive director in 1982, in ch a rge of
both the news rep o rt and sales.

S u rv ivo rs include his wife and
t h ree sons.  ❦

Two AP re t i rees who wo rked with
the late AP photographer Jo e
H o l l oway took time re c e n t ly to re c a l l
wh at a gre at guy he was to wo rk with.

“ We learn e d, long befo re Jo e
joined A P, t h at he was a tough com-
p e t i t o r,” recalls Lamar Mat t h ew s , re-
t i red Atlanta assistant chief of bu re a u
who wo rked with Holloway duri n g
mu ch of his 30-year care e r. “ Wh e n
he applied to A P, B u reau Chief Ron
Au t ry asked fo rmer photo editor Jim
Laxson about Holloway ’s ab i l i t y. 

“Laxson replied ‘All he can do is
b e at the hell out of yo u .’ Th at basi-
c a l ly summed it up. When we 
ab s o l u t e ly had to have a picture,
rega rdless of the obstacl e s , H o l l oway
got the assignment. He also got the
p i c t u re no matter how tough. 

“Other than his fa m i ly, his two
gre at loves we re the A i r b o rn e
I n fa n t ry and the Unive rsity of
A l abama (especially the fo o t b a l l
team and the late Coach Bear
B ryant). His love of the infa n t ry in
wh i ch he had served made him a 
n at u ral for assignment to Vi e t n a m
and later for the long My Lai 
m a s s a c re trial at Ft. Benning, Ga. 

“He often re t u rned to the Unive rs i t y
of A l ab a m a , his alma mat e r, to lecture

to classes in photojournalism. He wa s
e s p e c i a l ly close to Brya n t , who gave
him one of his famous ch e cke red hat s ,
one of Jo e ’s pri zed possessions. He
had a quick wit, was ve ry sensitive
and dedicat e d.”

Bob Ja r b o e, re t i red Dallas photo
e d i t o r, recalls an assignment in
Kansas City with Holloway.

“ Jo e, Dean Lee from Wa s h i n g t o n
and I we re part of a photo staff cove r-
ing a Democrat mini-convention in
Kansas City in the early 1970s,”
Jarboe wro t e. “ We assembled in the
l o bby of the Hotel President to talk
about wh e re to eat supper.

“ Jo e, in his pronounced Southern
d raw l , s p o ke up with, ‘Dean Lee and
me are go i n ’wh e re we can get some
p o s s u m - ch ow m e i n .

“It was 16 degrees outside, so we
elected to dine at our aging hotel.
After we we re seat e d, the wa i t re s s
came over and wh i s p e re d, ‘ d o n ’t eat
h e re, i t ’s terri bl e.’

“ We piled into my car and drove to
a Greek re s t a u rant that fe at u red a fin e
b e l ly - d a n c e r, and gre at fo o d.

“ Joe Holloway Jr. was always gre at
to wo rk with.”

H o l l oway re t i red from the A t l a n t a
s t a ff in 1994 and died Au g. 16.  ■

Tribute: Remembering Joe Holloway



Bud and Dorothy Wylie,
Wed in 1940, Celebrate Six
Decades of Marital Bliss

NEW PORT RICHY, Fla. —
D o ro t hy Wy l i e, re t i red journalist 
and teacher but still active as Bud’s
w i fe and mother of their ch i l d re n ,
has shown she can still produce a
l ive ly story.

She wrote an item on marital 
re l at i o n s h i p s , sub-titled “Sixty Ye a rs
of We dded Bliss... and other ap p ro-
p ri ate cl i ch e s ,” for the Bulletin of the
C o m munity A ging and Retire m e n t
S e rv i c e s , I n c. , of Po rt Richy. It wa s
p u blished in the Winter 2000 issue,
just in time for their 60th we dd i n g
a n n ive rs a ry.

Among other things, she discl o s e d
t h at befo re she and Bud we re 
m a rried she told her sister she didn’t
want to get married but wanted to
l ive with Bud “the rest of my life ; ”
quite a risque statement for a yo u n g
l a dy in 1939.

But she and Bud agreed there
we re adva n t ages to a we dd i n g, “ o n e
of the first things we re a l ly agre e d
o n ,” she wro t e.

Then there was the question of 
b abies — she wanted them; Bud
d i d n ’t. But then he add e d, “ I ’ll bet
t h ey ’ll sure be smart .”

Th ey had met while both we re stu-
dents at the Unive rsity of Missouri and
put off marri age until they gra d u at e d.

She went to wo rk for the
I n d ep e n d e n c e, M o . , Examiner fo r
$18 per week and began paying off
her $800 college loan, while Bud
went to wo rk for The A s s o c i at e d
P ress “ at the impre s s ive salary of
$35 per we e k .”

Th ey decided two could live on
B u d ’s salary and we re married in
1940. In less than three ye a rs their
first baby was born .

A gain they agreed on something
else— the baby was ve ry smart .

Wo rld War II put a strain on eve ry-
t h i n g, i n cluding babies and marri age s .

“But ours surv ived ... I think ...
Because Bud was so funny.”

“It was fun wat ching his son 
d evelop the same sense of humor,”
she wro t e. “ When our daughter wa s
b o rn five ye a rs lat e r, she quick ly
a dded to the entert a i n m e n t .”

When Bud joined the Nav y,
D o ro t hy moved back with her 
p a rents on a Wyoming ra n ch. Fro m
t h e re she drove a pick-up daily sev-
e ral miles to a store wh i ch was the
n e a rest drop for the Cody, Wyo . ,
post offic e, a lways looking for letters
f rom Bud. Some times there wo u l d
be a stack of mail, some times none.

Then one day the lady mail carri e r
d rove all the way to the ra n ch. In add i-
tion to letters ,t h e re sat Bud, j a m m e d
against mail bags. His ship had
d o cked at Seattle and he had leave.

“And wh at did I do?” D o ro t hy
w ro t e. “I cried — until Mrs. Mail
c a rrier yelled at me.

“ H ey,” she shouted, “this guy
found a taxi cab in Cody, Wyo m i n g,
to come 25 miles to see yo u .” ■
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