
E d i t o r ’s Note — For Ve t e rans Day in
the United Stat e s , n ational wri t e r
Je rry Sch wa rtz wrote a story about a
Wo rld War II letter authored by A P ’s
C h u ck Welsh that was re t u rned a half
c e n t u ry later by a neighbor.  This is
the gist of the edited letter, d ated 
Ju ly 4, 1 9 4 5 :

By Charles A. Welsh
Associated Press Writer

P ro b ably because it was my firs t
full picture of inva s i o n , O k i n awa wa s
fa s c i n ating to me. Of cours e, it was a
fe a rsome sort of fa s c i n at i o n , s o m e-
thing like a bird must feel under the
eyes of a snake, but that part slides

into the back ground with time and the
other picture stays sharp and cl e a r.

A lways befo re we had operat e d
with the big, s l e e k , n ew bat t l e s h i p s ,
c a rri e rs , c ru i s e rs that we re only some-
b o dy ’s dream put down on pap e r
when the Japs stru ck Pe a rl Harbor.
This time we joined the pre - war fle e t ,
mu ch of it that the same Japs thought
t h ey smashed fo rever at the same
Pe a rl Harbor.

The island itself was fresh and
green; a rim of sandy beach giv i n g
way to gentle hills rising towa rd the
m i ddle wh e re the higher ri d ges lay. It
was interlaced with roads that looke d
s u rp ri s i n g ly smooth and wide as they

G e o rge Hacke t t , an AP new s m a n
who wrote about Ke n t u cky for 
almost six decades, died Nov. 6 in
Louisville fo l l owing a brief illness.
He was 82. He was still on the
Louisville staff when he underwe n t
major abdominal surge ry in
S ep t e m b e r.

H a ckett started his AP career in
1944 as a Wi rephoto operat o r, a n d
l ater held a number of superv i s o ry
positions including news editor. He
most re c e n t ly was bu reau enterp ri s e
e d i t o r. “ G e o rge Hackett arg u ably
w rote more stories read by more 
people than any other journalist in
Ke n t u cky,” said Ed Staat s , H a cke t t ’s
13th bu reau chief during his ye a rs as
a news service rep o rt e r. “ H a cke t t , a s
he was known by eve ryo n e, also wa s

a vo racious reader and book rev i ewe r
whose rev i ews we re distri buted 
n at i o n a l ly by the A P.”

Th rough his long ye a rs of serv i c e
to the news age n cy, all in the
Louisville bu re a u , H a ckett rose to 
become the fifth longe s t - s e rving 
e m p l oyee in the A P ’s global staff 
of more than 3,500. 

“ G e o rge trained a ge n e ration of
young AP wri t e rs and editors , and 
he was the real stability on the staff 

of the AP news orga n i z ation in
Ke n t u cky for longer than I have been
in the cra f t ,” said David Haw p e,
e d i t o rial director of The Couri e r-
Jo u rnal in Louisville. Hawpe said
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G e o rge Hackett

One Sailor’s Account of a Pivotal Pacific Battle in WWII
see Memorials on page 8
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On Top of the World and Ready to Golf
Roanoke, Va., technician Don Foster showcases his favorite memento 
at his re t i rement party in Richmond, Va., — an AP paperweight shaped
as a globe. His passion is golf and the day after the party he left for a
g o l fing vacation in Florida. Foster, who received a golf shirt as one of
his re t i rement gifts, vowed to play golf every day of his re t i rement.  
( A P P h o t o )

By Jon Wolman

E d i t o r ’s note: Vice President and
E xe c u t ive Editor Jon Wolman wro t e
the fo l l owing note to the staff on the
eve of Special Correspondent George
E s p e r ’s re t i re m e n t .

G e o rge Esper has never been one
for writing -30- to an assignment.

After all, he is just back fro m
Vietnam wh e re he cove red annive r-
s a ry events 25 ye a rs after the end of
the wa r.

But George is writing -30- to his
AP career and moving into academia 
after a tour of duty that put his by l i n e
on top of some of the wo rl d ’s most
d ra m atic and demanding stories in a
4 2 - year AP care e r.

A mentor and friend to hundreds 
of AP staffe rs and alumni, G e o rge is
k n own to re a d e rs and editors
t h roughout the wo rld for top-flight 
rep o rt i n g, often under difficult and
d a n ge rous circ u m s t a n c e s .

He pers o n i fies the mission of AP 
to tell its stories accurat e ly, fa i rly and
fe a rl e s s ly.

G e o rge is best known as our
S a i gon bu reau chief at the end of the
wa r, an assignment that highlights 
but hard ly defines his care e r. Based 
in Boston after he re t u rn e d, he cre at-
ed the assignment of New England
regional rep o rt e r. He’ll be re t u rn i n g
to his alma mat e r, West Vi rgi n i a
U n ive rs i t y, to train future journ a l i s t s

who will fo l l ow in his fo o t s t ep s .
G e o rge is a member of the

A c a d e my of Distinguished Alumni at
WVU and taught there last spring as
first recipient of the Schott Chair in
Jo u rnalism. He re c e ived an honora ry
d o c t o rate in May.

WVU students will meet a tire l e s s
t e a cher of unparalleled dedicat i o n ,
skill and ch a ra c t e r. George is one of a
few in the history of our orga n i z at i o n
to hold the title of Special Corre s p o n-
dent. His friend and colleague Hugh
M u l l i gan re t i red the same title this
month and so we are seeing a passing
of the best guards in journ a l i s m .

Esper cove red the war in Vi e t n a m
f rom 1965 to 1975 and was an eye-
witness to the fall of the U. S. - b a cke d

gove rnment of South Vietnam to
C o m munist North Vietnam. Th e
C o m munists fo rced Esper to leave
S a i gon five weeks after they took
c o n t rol of the country. It wa s n ’t a - 3 0 - .
Esper was back in 1993 to reopen the
AP bu reau in Hanoi.

E a rlier this year Esper re t u rned to
Vietnam to cover the 25th annive r-
s a ry of the fall of Saigon on Ap ril 30,
1975. He is the author of “ Th e
E yewitness History of the Vi e t n a m
Wa r,” a book focusing on the human
side of the wa r.

Esper rep o rted from Somalia and
Bosnia on U. S. military missions and
he pra c t i c a l ly dispat ched himself to
Saudi A rabia to cover the war with
I raq — doing battle there with 
m i l i t a ry manage rs who sought to 
re s t rict war cove rage. Let me say par-
e n t h e t i c a l ly that George Esper in full
voice is a fo rce to be re ckoned with.

In the United Stat e s , Esper wro t e
f rom Flori d a ’s Hurricane A n d rew, t h e
gre at Midwest floods of 1993, t h e
bombing of the fe d e ral building in
Oklahoma City and the airp l a n e
c rashes of JFK Jr. and EgyptAir 
last ye a r.

I remember when George won 
the inaugural Gramling Awa rd fo r
R ep o rt i n g, we all said, s i m p ly,
“of cours e.’’

H e ’ll be sore ly missed, but George
will remain in close contact with his
m a ny AP friends.  ■
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George Esper Retires After 42 AP Years to Teach Journalism

G e o rge Esper speaks at his Oct. 6
re t i rement party in New Yo r k .
(Photo: Stuart Ramson)



wa n d e red among the fields and ove r
the hills.  And eve ry wh e re yo u
l o o ked cl o s e ly we re little hamlets of a
h a l f - d o zen cl u s t e re d - t ogether houses.
In those days we saw no people.
L ater there we re a few but I neve r
was quite sure whether they we re
c ivilians or Jap tro o p s .

All that week we bombard e d,
p at rolling slow ly up and down our
sector by day, fighting off air at t a ck s
m o rn i n g, noon and night.

B o m b a rding soon becomes a 
b o resome task. You stand long 
wat ch e s , get little sleep; the roar of
the big guns rings in your ears day
and night and often, when you mu s t
stand too cl o s e, the concussion of the
guns is like a physical bl ow.
Sometimes it felt as though I we re
being stru ck sharp ly on the thro at .

Wh e re the shells land you see only
grey - b rown blobs of smoke and 
s h at t e red earth. Curi o u s ly, the 
s n apping cra ckle of the five - i n ch
guns I found more annoying than the
d e eper ru m ble of the eights.

Sometimes from a distance we fe l t
the jarring thud of the 12-14 and eve n
1 6 - i n ch battleship guns, h e a rd the
g h o s t ly rustle of the shells ove r h e a d.

But there are, s o m e t i m e s , little 
incidents. One was the day we
w re cked the lighthouse.

The lighthouse stood on a pro m o n-
t o ry of ro ck at the entrance to Naha
B ay ... an excellent observat o ry fro m
wh i ch Jap binoculars could ch a rt our
m ove s , and eve n t u a l ly it might be an
e a s i ly defended fo rt. So the eight-
i n ch guns went to wo rk .

The first salvo was over; we could
see the brown dust and ro cks fly fro m
the hillside beyond the target. Th e
second was a little short and a corn e r
of the ro ck crumpled into the sea. Th e
t h i rd was to right and a portion of the
house caved in.

Fo u rth salvo — all this in five 
m i nutes — was “on targe t .”

We went on to other targets. On 
the aird rome we re the gaunt steel
s keletons of two hanga rs , either neve r
finished or else bu rned out. We left

them alone.  And we left alone, t o o ,
some realistic-looking dummy planes
the Japs had left on the airs t rip. But
we bl ew the hell out of some 
u n d e rground hanga rs and neat ly 
demolished a couple of real planes
the Japs thought they had hidd e n .

All that week we bombarded 
m e t h o d i c a l ly. ... Sat u rd ay night we
steamed away from the deserted 
i s l a n d. Sunday morning befo re daw n
h u n d reds of ships we re there. Th e n
b egan the real bombardment and fo r
an hour shells of all sizes rained on
the beach and the adjoining hills.

S l ow ly and deliberat e ly, while we
s h e l l e d, the little landing craft circl e d,
l o a d e d, c i rcled again and then in lines
m oved towa rd the beach. With them
went the ro cket ships and as the 
wa rships fell quiet the little fe l l ow s
went to wo rk. It’s awesome to wat ch
flight after flight of ro ckets spring 
u p wa rd from the little ships; first an
a rrow with a tail of fire, then nothing
until the shat t e ring showe rs of deat h
and destruction on the beach.  ■
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Chuck Welsh’s Recovered World War II Letter Describes a Pivotal Pacific Battle for the U.S.
continued from page 1

Curtain Call for an AP Arts Maven
M a ry Campbell, an AP Newsfeatures writer who has written about
c u l t u re from her New York base for decades, has brought down the
c u rtain on her AP care e r. She is retiring to Indiana. Campbell was
b o rn on a farm six miles north of Mt. Sterling, Ill., a town of 2,000, 
in the west central part of the state. She’s a graduate of the
J o u rnalism School at the University of Illinois, where she also took
courses in the music school and ushered at all plays. Her first job
was the Pro g ress-Bulletin in Pomona, Calif. She joined the AP in
Chicago in 1960 and transferred to New York headquarters the same
y e a r. Campbell has been writing about the icons in American culture
for 40 years and was well known for her coverage of music, opera,
dance and drama. She often helped bureau writers around the 
c o u n t ry with coverage of celebrities and counts as personal friends
p e rf o rmers in all fields. The late Duke Ellington, a close personal
friend, once told a White House gathering “there is only one Mary
Campbell.” On Nov. 17, Campbell’s colleagues threw her a re t i re-
ment party where she was given gifts, paid tributes and pre s e n t e d
with flowers. (Photo: Ed Bailey)
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By Max Desfor
Retired Photographer

An aging group of fo rmer Ko re a n
War correspondents was wa rm ly
greeted by honor guards and 
gove rnment officials during a we e k -
long reunion in South Ko rea in
S p ring 2000.

Nineteen fo rmer rep o rt e rs and 
p h o t ograp h e rs we re guests of the
South Ko rean gove rnment to com-
m e m o rate the 50th annive rs a ry of the
s t a rt of the Ko rean Wa r. Incl u d e d
we re 11 from the United Stat e s , t wo
f rom Fra n c e, t h ree from Au s t ralia and
one each from Colombia, Tu rkey, a n d
G re e c e. Th at conflict began June 25,
1950 and lasted just over three ye a rs .

Pa rticipants made nostalgic visits
to monuments and historic sites of
b attles and events they had witnessed,
i n cluding the site of the Inchon 
landing in Sep t e m b e r, 1 9 5 0 , a n d
Pa n munjom wh e re pro t racted peace
talks we re carried out as armed 
c o n flict ended.

The main event was at the Wa r
M e m o rial stadium wh e re South
Ko rean President Kim Dae-jung
s p o ke to a gat h e ring of national wa r
ve t e ra n s , war correspondents and 
rep re s e n t at ives of the United Nat i o n s
Fo rces that fought there.

Two events we re memorable fo r
me — an enormous enlargement of
my Pulitzer Pri ze-winning picture of
re f u gees fleeing across bro ken gi rd e rs
of a bombed bri d ge on the Ta e d o n g
R iver at Pyo n gya n g, c apital of Nort h
Ko rea; and an introduction to Mr. S.
A h n , a 95-ye a r-old re f u gee fro m
N o rth Ko rea who was among thou-
sands who fled North Ko rea acro s s
the bri d ge that I photograp h e d.

Th e re was no way to determine if 
he was among those pictured but he
c o n firmed that he crossed the river by
climbing on the bro ken gi rd e rs. He wa s
the only member of his fa m i ly to escap e
in this manner, but said three sons es-
c aped across the river by other means.

One son, Kie Y. A h n , l ater wro t e
me ve rifying that his father was 

indeed among the thousands of 
fleeing re f u gees who cl i m b e d
t h rough the bro ken bri d ge gi rd e rs to
f reedom. Kie Ahn said he and a
yo u n ger brother crossed the Ta e d o n g
R iver on a raft made by lashing two
5 0 - gallon oil drums together and
rowing through the curre n t s .

At the War Memorial stadium,
the enlargement of my picture wa s
d i s p l ayed as a giant diora m a four 
s t o ries high.

I was ove r whelmed by the size 
and prominence of this part of the 
exhibit.  ■

More No Gun Ri Related Awards

A P ’s Pulitzer Pri ze-winning stori e s
about U. S. military fo rces killing
re f u gees in the Ko rean War have wo n
t wo more awa rds. “ B ri d ge at No Gun
R i ” c ap t u red the Intern ational Con-
s o rtium of Inve s t i gat ive Jo u rn a l i s t s ’
top awa rd and AP Digital won an
Online Jo u rnalism Awa rd for its mu l-
timedia pre s e n t ation of No Gun Ri.

By Rodney Angove
Retired Newsman

You never ap p re c i ate good com-
mu n i c ations until yo u ’re wo rking the
s t o ry of your life and can’t push any
m o re than tiny bits of it through bad
c i rcuits for publ i c at i o n .

It was Ju ly  5, 1 9 6 2 , when nat ive
A l ge rians of Oran we re celeb rat i n g
their independence from France that
shooting bro ke out — little puffs of
s m o ke amid the crow d. Scre a m s .
Pa n i c. Gunmen running eve ry wh e re.
Bullets whistling up and down stre e t s .

The European employees of the
post office we re being marched away
at gunpoint. Also at gunpoint, A P

p h o t ographer Spartaco Bodini (see
o b i t u a ry in Memorials on p. 9) wa s
being held incommunicado for the
rest of the day. A hotel sw i t ch b o a rd
o p e rator was the victim of a shot fire d
t h rough a window.

Te e n - aged A l ge rian gunmen bu rs t
into the hotel lobby and, t o t a l ly lack-
ing in team wo rk gave ord e rs to the
d o zen rep o rt e rs present. “Hands up!”
“Hands Dow n ! ’ “Stand up!” “ S i t
D ow n .” S u ch we re the highlights of
the day. And they we re not funny.

Th e re had not been telephone ser-
vice to Pa ris for months. I relied on
re l ays by AP staffe rs in A l gi e rs. Now,
rep o rt e rs in Oran we re reduced to
p l u gging the sw i t ch b o a rd at ra n d o m .
The ra re live line lasted only seconds.

The only nu gget I got out to Pa ri s
was a hospital rep o rt of “ about a hun-
d red dead and wo u n d e d.” But this
b rought a rep ro a ch : “ The Fre n ch
a rmy says only two dead.”

I ex p l o d e d : “I can see both of those
in front of the hotel. Besides, t h e
a rmy PIO is holed up here with the
rest of us.”

The next day, after slobb i n g
“ P R E S S E ” in white paint all over my
rented Pe u ge o t , I drove to the hospi-
tal. The new A l ge rian administrat o r
c o n firmed there was 96 dead and
over 200 wo u n d e d.

“ Want to visit the morg u e ? ”
he inv i t e d.

No thanks! I alre a dy had my
scoop.  ■

Angove’s Plea: My Kingdom For a Working Telephone Line

Max Desfor Sees His Pulitzer Photograph Four Stories High



On the AP Author’s Shelf 
R e t i red sports writer Ke n

R ap p ap o rt and New Yo rk sport s
w riter Barry Wilner are pro m o t i n g
“ G i rls Rule! The Glory and Spirit 
of Women in Sport s .” The 160-page
p ap e r b a ck book is the second of
t h ree books they ’ve written toge t h e r
in the past ye a r. “ Th ey Changed 
The Game” was published last
N ovember and upcoming is 
“ S p o rts Vi l l a i n s .”

✺

Pa ris-based Special Corre s p o n-
dent Mort Rosenblum has added to
his collection of books with “A
Goose in Toulouse and Other
C u l i n a ry A dve n t u res in Fra n c e.” I n
the book’s description on
a m a zon.com it says Rosenblum 
“ applies his superb nose for new s
and fine fa re to the fo o d - d re n ch e d
c u l t u re of a country that takes its
cuisine as seri o u s ly as its politics.”

✺

In “ Wild East: Travels in the 
N ew Mongo l i a ,” London staffer Jill
L awless writes about Mongo l i a
wh e re she was editor of the UB
Po s t , a fledgling independent 
n ew s p aper in Ulan Bat o r. “ Wi l d

E a s t ” d epicts a country waking fro m
c e n t u ries of isolat i o n .

✺

D i rector of AP Te l e c o m mu n i-
c ations Larry Blasko has a new
book called “ Va m p .” B l a s ko is au-
thor of “ABCs of Computing, A
Plain-English Guide” and has been
w riting a personal computing col-
umn for the AP for the last 18 ye a rs .
You can find a synopsis of “ Va m p ,”
a nove l , on the site of Web - b a s e d
p u blisher xlibris.com at
h t t p : / / w w w. x l i b ri s . c o m / X L / p ro d-
u c t _ l i s t . a s p ? v i ew by = t i t l e & j u m p-
t o = V # V

✺

D o rman Cord e l l , bu reau chief 
in seve ral states befo re his early 
re t i re m e n t , has co-authored a book
and a study on entitlements that A P
re t i rees could use.

Both pertain to entitlements fo r
s e n i o rs , a subject more - o r-less set in
stone for most Cleartime re a d e rs ,
but of major interest to those still in
the wo rk fo rc e.

C o rdell re t i red from AP in 1982
after 23 ye a rs , n ow lives in Dallas,
and we a rs at least two hats. He is 
a senior scholar at the  Nat i o n a l
Center for Po l i cy A n a lysis as well 

as having a new s p aper bro ke rage.
He is coauthor of an NCPA study,

“ The Nightmare in Our Future :
E l d e rly Entitlements,” wh i ch was 
released in Washington by Rep s .
M a rk Sanfo rd, R - S. C . , and Nick
S m i t h , R - M i ch .

He also coauthored a book,
“Social Securi t y :Your Ta xe s ,Yo u r
B e n e fit s , Some A l t e rn at ive s ,” wh i ch
was published by the NCPA in
S ep t e m b e r.

“ I t ’s re a l ly a neat book, even if I
did write it,” said Cordell. The other
coauthor did the nu m b e rs - c ru n ch-
i n g.  Cleartime re a d e rs may not be
i n t e rested in the book themselve s
because their Social Security 
b e n e fits are n ’t going to be affe c t e d
no matter wh at hap p e n s , but they
might want to tell their ch i l d ren and
gra n d ch i l d ren about it while there ’s
still time to save the system for them
and future ge n e rat i o n s .”

Ask your local book store wh e re
you can buy a copy, or copies, fo r
your gra n d ch i l d ren.  ■
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Wi n n e rs of the Year 2000 Gramling awa rd s , their fa m i l i e s
and friends we re congrat u l ated by the staff and the AP board
of dire c t o rs Oct. 18 in New Yo rk. The nine winners at t e n d e d
a cake-and-cider party with seve ral hundred staffe rs at New
Yo rk headquart e rs in the afternoon. In the eve n i n g, t h ey we re
h o n o red at the annual Gramling dinner by ch a i rman of the
AP board Donald E. Newhouse and the rest of the dire c t o rs .
P resident and CEO Lou Boccardi presented cash pri zes to
the winners. Gramlings we re presented to Jo u rnalism 
w i n n e rs Niko Price of Mexico City and To ny Winton of
Miami; A ch i evement winners To ny Rentschler of New s
D evelopment and Brian Horton of NewsPhotos; and Spiri t
w i n n e rs Rachel A m b rose of Los A n ge l e s , Phil Emanuel of
C o m mu n i c at i o n s , Elna Kammler of New Orl e a n s , Elis Salim
of Ja k a rt a , Indonesia and Satish Sharma of New 
D e l h i , I n d i a .

Gramling winners, left to right, first row: Elis Salim,
Elna Kammler, Rachel Ambrose, Brian Horton, Satish
S h a rma. Second row: Phil Emanuel, Tony Wi n t o n ,
Niko Price, Tony Rentschler (Photo: Stuart Ramson)

Staff and Board of Directors Pay Tribute to Gramling Winners
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A Transition From Wirephoto Operator To Politician
DAWSON SPRINGS, KY — Ray Boch e rt says he’s living proof that there

can be a  life in politics after an AP care e r.
B o ch e rt , who wo rked many ye a rs in the Columbu s , O h i o , bu re a u , took 

e a rly re t i rement from his Wi rephoto operat o r ’s job in Philadelphia in 1976
when the AP moved into the electronic age. 

N ow he lives in the house wh e re he was born on 6 1/2 acres at the edge of
this we s t e rn Ke n t u cky village and is wo rking to put it on the wo rld map as a
health spa.

Since moving back “ h o m e,” B o ch e rt served nine ye a rs as county zo n i n g
commissioner and is in his 12th year as a city councilman. He also is invo l ve d
with the local Chamber of Commerc e.

“I also write a we e k ly column for the Madisonville Messenge r, a daily
n ew s p ap e r, titled ‘Doings in Dawson Spri n g s ,’ ” he info rms Cleart i m e.

“Our little community (population about 3,000) is re a l ly growing since we
b egan capitalizing on our historical back ground as the Health Spa of the
S o u t h ,” he add e d. “ We are at t racting tourists from all over the United Stat e s .” ■

A P Media Mentions
R e t i red Washington new s m a n

H a rry Rosenthal spent six months 
as a copy editor and language coach
for a daily new s p aper in Shanghai.
In Sep t e m b e r, Rosenthal re l ated his
ex p e rience as a “ p o l i s h e r ” at the
Freedom Fo rum Asian Center &
L i b ra ry in Hong Ko n g. In October,
he held a brow n - b ag lunch with his
fo rmer colleagues at the Wa s h i n g t o n
bu reau about being an A m e rican in
Shanghai. You can read about the
ch a l l e n ges he faced at 
h t t p : / / w w w. f re e d o m fo ru m . o rg / n ew s
/2000/09/2000-09-26-03.htm.  ■

An AP Election Night in the 1950s
It was an election night in the AP’s San
Francisco office in the 1950s when this picture
was taken. AP alumnus Skip Leabo, in far
upper left corn e r, provided it for Cleart i m e .
Others shown include Clyde Bartel, Jack
Stevenson, Paul Kern Lee, and Ernie Bennett.
Leabo spent 10 years with AP in San Francisco
and New York before leaving. Nowadays, Skip
and wife Kathy spend much of their time living
a b o a rd a 38-foot sloop and sailing it aro u n d
the Caribbean Sea. 

A Going Away Party in San Francisco in 1954
F o rmer news and photo editor Skip Leabo sends this picture
made in the San Francisco bureau after the end of the
K o rean War in 1954. “The staff was saying goodbye to Don
Baldwin who was transferring.” From left:  Cable desk 
newsman Skip Leabo (arms folded); newsman Leonard
Malkin (arms folded), east editor Charlie McMurt ry behind
Malkin, unidentified check staffer (copy boy), newsman
L e o n a rd Milliman (making presentation of gift), newsman
Ray Cronin (balding, beside Milliman), automatics operator
H o w a rd Wherry (behind Milliman and Cronin), automatics
operator Arlon Southall in eyeshade, automatics operator
Red Pollard (behind Southall, also in eyeshade), cable desk
newsman Don Baldwin, unidentified check staff e r, and west
coast science editor Rennie Ta y l o r, behind check staff e r. 



By Joe McKnight

C l e a rtime welcomes seve ra l
s t a ffe rs from a va riety of posts to the
ranks of re t i rees this fa l l .

Among them are Special
C o rrespondents George Esper (see 
p. 2) and Hugh Mulligan; A P
N ew s fe at u res writer Mary Campbell
(see p. 3) ; Roanoke, Va . , t e ch n i c i a n
Don Foster (see p. 2); To kyo photo
d a rk room staffer Fujio Yo koya m a ;
N ew Yo rk commu n i c ations progra m-
mer Herbert Leiner; Rich a rd
F l e m i n g, t e chnical services manage r
in Washington; Milwa u kee new s m a n
Peter Seymour and A l bu q u e rq u e
Chief of Commu n i c ations Ve rn o n
( C l i ff) Little.

Little offic i a l ly re t i red Dec. 1 after
35 AP ye a rs. Ralph Ke i bler of the
Kansas City tech center collected
c o n grat u l at o ry messages from 
re t i rees and others via the AP re t i re e
Web page and printed them fo r
L i t t l e ’s November re t i rement part y.

Yo koyama served many ye a rs as
chief of dark room services in To kyo
and later in Jap a n ’s Wide Wo rl d
Photo dep a rtment. He joined AP 
June 9, 1959 and re t i red Sept. 3.

All get a free life-time subscri p t i o n
to Cleart i m e.

✺

C o n grat u l ations to re t i re d
Wi rephoto Editor Joe Jamieson and
his wife, Ju d i t h , who celeb rated their
67th we dding annive rs a ry Sept. 2.

Jo e, the voice of the Wa s h i n g t o n
bu reau on the Wi rephoto netwo rk 
for many ye a rs , c e l eb rated his 94th
b i rt h d ay on June 23.

✺

The new re t i ree dire c t o ry is out.
The cover is light green and dat e d
N ovember 2000. Seve ral re t i rees 
rep o rt new or ch a n ged e-mail 
a dd resses. For ex a m p l e, Frank Tu rn e r
has a revised add re s s :
f t u rn e r @ e c rr.com while Fra n k

Russell is new to e-mail at
m a i l 2 1 8 7 4 4 @ p o p . n e t

Skip Leab o , long-time west and
east coast staffe r, wants friends to
k n ow his new add resses. He’s at :

P. O. Box 754
Po rt Lava c a , TX 77979
P h o n e : 3 6 1 - 5 5 2 - 9 4 3 1
Fa x : 5 2 0 - 5 6 9 - 3 4 1 7
E m a i l : k s l e ab o @ l e ab o . n e t

AP alumnus Robin A d o rn a , a l s o
n ew to e-mail, can be re a ched at :
a d o rn r @ a o l . c o m

✺

From a home base in Bra z i l , re t i re e
B ruce Handler lives life on go l f
c o u rses all over the We s t e rn
H e m i s p h e re. While freelancing fo r
I n t e rn ational Gaming & Wage ri n g
Business maga z i n e, B ruce has cov-
e red stories in A rge n t i n a , Pa rag u ay
and Colombia. 

“I played golf in all three 
c o u n t ri e s ,” he writes. “In Buenos
A i res I found a local pro-am best-ball
t o u rn a m e n t , a s ked if I could play and
was told, ‘Come on out. Th e re ’s 
a lways a no-show.’ I we n t , and my
group came in second. I won a tro p hy
and a bottle of wine.

“In Bogota I missed an eagle on
the par-4 fo u rth at El Rincon by — 
I swear — an inch. One more turn 
of the ball.

“In A rgentina I saw fe l l ow re t i re d
South A m e rica COB Bill Heath. He
and Marta divide their time betwe e n
A rgentina and New Mexico. Bill has
a fo u r- wheel drive ve h i cle and has
t a ken it, l i t e ra l ly, to the ends of the
continent. I spoke by phone with cur-
rent COB Bill Corm i e r. In Colombia,
I saw COB A n d rew Selsky, b a ck
t h e re for his second tour.”

✺

Editor & Publisher maga z i n e ’s 50
Ye a rs A go fla s h b a ck in its Au g. 7 
issue noted:

“ The Ko rean Wa r, in a little more
than a month, exacted a gre ater toll 
of casualties, 1 2 , among news corre-
spondents than we re claimed in the
e n t i re first year of Wo rld War II. Th e
s h o cking sacri fices made by the corre-
s p o n d e n t s ’c o rps included six dead.”

The item didn’t name casualties,
but they included AP new s m a n
William R. Moore, killed by mort a r
fire in Ko rea Ju ly 31, 1 9 5 0 , a f t e r
d ropping his pencil and notebook to
c a re for a wounded U. S. A rmy 
l i e u t e n a n t .

M o o re, 4 0 , joined AP at Denver 
in 1937, took military leave for A rmy
s e rvice in 1942-46, and re t u rned to
AP at New Yo rk in 1946. He wa s
named correspondent in Ko rea in
1 9 4 8 , shifted to Hong Ko n g, then 
re t u rned to Ko rea two days befo re he
was killed.

✺

A funny thing happened to re t i re d
p h o t ographer Max Desfor as he ro d e
a train from Florida back to his
M a ryland home for the summer, o n c e
again proving that it’s a small wo rl d.

At dinner on the tra i n , Max was 
assigned a table occupied by To ny and
B e at rice Kru p a , p a rents of Boston-
based AP photographer Charl e s
K ru p a , who was cove ring spring base-
ball training camps in central Flori d a .

D e s for and the Krupas didn’t know
e a ch other until this encounter but the
connection came to light during small
talk at dinner.

The couple said they had gone to a
M e t s - A s t ros exhibition baseball ga m e
the day befo re. Max said he also had
attended the ga m e. The man said he
and his wife went mainly because
their son was cove ring the ga m e.

“ C ove ri n g,” caused Max’s ears to
p e rk up and he quick ly learned wh o
he was sharing a dinner table with.

“ D u ring the meal, Max mentioned
he was a photograp h e r,” the yo u n ge r
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H a ckett was his first real boss in 
j o u rn a l i s m , when Hawpe started his
c a reer at AP after gra d u ating from the
U n ive rsity of Ke n t u cky. “Besides all
t h at ,” said Haw p e, “he was a ge n t l e,
k i n d, t h o u g h t f u l , f u n ny human being.
And a superb, s p a re wri t e r.”

H a ckett had many other admire rs
among the editors and publ i s h e rs at
the new s p ap e rs served by the AP in
Ke n t u cky. Walter Dear, fo rmer ow n e r
and publisher of The Gleaner at
H e n d e rs o n , w rote in a column in
1997 about Hacke t t ’s gre atest scoop.
It came in the afterm ath of the 1968
Ke n t u cky Derby, when officials 
d i s q u a l i fied Dancer’s Image, the 
ap p a rent winner.

H a ckett was quoted as say i n g :
“ We always ch e cked the condition of
the winner on the Monday fo l l ow i n g
the Derby. A Churchill Downs public 
re l ations man gave me a piece of 
p aper saying that Dancer’s Image had
some fo r b i dden medicine in his 
s y s t e m , and Fo r wa rd Pa s s , who ra n
s e c o n d, had been decl a red the winner.
I got to the phone in a hurry and beat
the competition by 15 minu t e s .”

In 1981 Hackett was presented the
Distinguished Service of Jo u rn a l i s m
awa rd by We s t e rn Ke n t u cky
U n ive rs i t y. His highest awa rd came in
1988 when he was inducted into the
Ke n t u cky Jo u rnalism Hall of Fame at
the Unive rsity of Ke n t u cky. Hacke t t
was a nat ive of Louisville and at t e n d-
ed St. Xavier High School. He then
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K rupa said. “My dad said so was his
son. Max said he had wo rked for the
A s s o c i ated Press; my dad said aga i n
so was his son. 

“Max said he was a Pulitzer pri ze
winner; my dad — for the third time
— said so was his son.

Max told of the ex p e rience of his
Ko rean bri d ge photograp h , wh i ch
won the Pulitze r. 

“Mom and dad told them about my
i m age of President Clinton ap p e a ri n g
exhausted the day after he testified in
the Monica Lew i n s ky heari n g s ,”
K rupa continu e d. “My image wa s
p a rt of a selection from a team of
p h o t ograp h e rs who won the 1999
P u l i t zer Pri ze for Fe at u re
P h o t ograp hy for cove rage of the
I m p e a chment of President Clinton.”

To ny Krupa fo rm e rly wo rked as 
a delive ryman for the Boston Globe
and his son said the father wo u l d
b ring home sports photographs wh e n
he was a ch i l d.

“ Th at sparked my interest in being
a new s p aper photograp h e r,” t h e
yo u n ger Krupa said, a dding that “ my
mom is a re t i red graphic artist and
p h o t ograp h e r.”

C h a rles Krupa wo rked at the
Philadelphia bu reau befo re moving 
to Boston in 1989. 

✺

AP combat photographer Olive r
(Ollie) Noonan was re m e m b e red at
the annual Committee to Pro t e c t
Jo u rnalists dinner in New Yo rk Nov.
21.  Paul Cri t ch l ow, n ow a senior vice
p resident at Merrill Ly n ch & Co., s a i d
N o o n a n ’s death inspired him to 
become a journalist. Noonan was shot
d own in a helicopter and killed Au g.
1 9 , 1 9 6 9 , while cove ring the war in
Vietnam.  ■

continued from page 7

Who Is This?
Can someone supply a name for the dark-haired guy in the re a r, just left of
c e n t e r, in this 1960s picture of Atlanta staffers? It shows Teletype and
Wi rephoto operators celebrating with seniority pins. Wo rding on the cake
states this group re p resented a collective 190 years of AP service.  Left to
right: Bennie Edwards, automatic operator; recently re t i red Eddie Hall,
Wi rephoto operator; Bill Todd and Lacy Bryant, automatic operators; the
unknown face; Bill Sandifer, automatic operator; Pat Price (rear) of
Wi rephoto; Ray Hill, assistant TBC; Ed Sharp, Tr a ffic Bureau Chief; Ralph
Carson, automatic operator, and bureau chief Ron Autry, who appears to be
putting a service pin on Sharp’s coat lapel. All are believed to be deceased.
C u rrent Atlanta Chief of Communications Ronnie Williams found the picture
in his files and Lamar Matthews, re t i red Atlanta assistant bureau chief,
helped match names to faces.



went to business sch o o l , s e rved 18
months in the A rmy and while wo rk-
ing nights attended the Unive rsity of
Louisville for three and one-half
ye a rs .

In 1998, H a ckett attended the 
i n a u g u ral gat h e ring in New Yo rk of
the Half Century Club for active and
re t i red staffe rs with at least 50 ye a rs
of AP serv i c e. 

He is surv ived by his wife, M i ckey,
a re n owned artist whose wat e rc o l o r
paintings have been popular sellers in
mu ch of the Midwe s t .

❦

A l fonso A n z u e t o , a corre s p o n d e n t
for the AP during the difficult ye a rs of
the civil war in Guat e m a l a , died Oct.
28 in Guatemala City. He was 70. 

On seve ral occasions, Anzueto 
was thre atened by va rious groups 
i nvo l ved in the 36-year confli c t ,
wh i ch ended in 1994. Anzueto also
wo rked for the Prensa Libre new s p a-
per in Guatemala. He was a member
of the A s s o c i ation of Jo u rnalists of
G u atemala for 45 ye a rs and served 
as president of the orga n i z ation at
least four times. Anzueto re t i red at
the beginning of this ye a r. 

He is surv ived by his wife, a
daughter and a son.

❦

Bill Beb o u t , a fo rmer AP 
n ewsman in Idaho, died Oct. 22 in
Ti l l a m o o k , O re. He was 64. 

B ebout was respected for his 
re s o u rcefulness. In 1961, while 
wo rking for the AP in Boise, I d a h o ,
B ebout was dispat ched to Ke t cham 
to cover funeral services for Ern e s t
H e m i n g way, who had committed sui-
c i d e. John Te rry, a friend and fo rm e r
c o l l e ag u e, said Bebout arra n ged with
the local telephone company to stri n g
a phone line out to the cemetery. 

“ While other rep o rt e rs we re
standing back taking notes, Bill was 
d i c t ating copy to the AP in Salt Lake
C i t y,” Te rry said. “Bill was proud of
t h at accomplishment.”

B ebout spent 25 ye a rs as a journ a l-
ist in Oregon. As the editorial page
editor for the Statesman Jo u rnal in
S a l e m , he won five first-place awa rd s
for writing and editing from the
O regon New s p aper Publ i s h e rs
A s s o c i ation. 

Besides the Statesman Jo u rn a l , h e
wo rked at the Capital Jo u rnal in
S a l e m , The Regi s t e r- G u a rd of
E u ge n e, The Bulletin of Bend and the
L a G rande Observe r. 

He re t i red in 1987 after wo rking in
Wa s h i n g t o n , D. C . , for a U. S. Senat e
committee and then in Oregon as an
assistant public utility commissioner.

S u rv ivo rs include a foster son and
s even step ch i l d re n .

❦

S p a rtaco Bodini c a rried his 
c a m e ras into wa rs and combat situa-
tions for AP for 26 ye a rs in such 
d i s p a rate sites as Vi e t n a m ,A l ge ri a
(see p. 4), C o n go and Cypru s .

He died in Mont-de-Marsan in
s o u t h west France Ju ly 25 near his
74th birt h d ay. He had been ill fo r
some time.

B o d i n i , b o rn in Italy, joined AP 
as a messenger in Pa ris in 1952. He 
became a photographer in 1961 at the
height of the war in A l ge ria and his
first assignment was at Ora n , then the
most dange rous city in that country.

He also handled cove rage of 
nu m e rous Tour de France cy cl i n g
races. Bodini left the AP in 1978 fo r
other wo rk .

❦

Ted Hampson spent more than 10
ye a rs as an AP broadcast rep o rter in
Wa s h i n g t o n , C h i c ago and as midwe s t
c o rrespondent for the AP national 
radio netwo rk .

He later wo rked as managing 
editor for WBBM-AM in Chicago .

Hampson died in Chicago Ju ly 13
of colon cancer. He was 44.

With A P, he cove red seve ral pre s i-
dential campaigns including George

B u s h , M i chael Dukakis and Rich a rd
G ep h a rdt. 

He re c e ived rep o rting awa rds fro m
the Chicago Headline Club and the
AP Bro a d c a s t e rs A s s o c i ation for his
c ove rage of the Mississippi Rive r
flood in 1993.

S u rv ivo rs include his wife and 
a son.

❦

G o rdon J. Hanson wo rked for A P
13 ye a rs in Des Moines, Fa rgo and
B i s m a rck , N. D. , and later wo rked fo r
the Rapid City Jo u rnal in South
D a ko t a .

Hanson died Sept. 16 in an 
automobile accident near Rapid City.
He was 71.

A state pat rol trooper saw Hanson’s
ve h i cle go off a road and said he may
h ave had a heart at t a ck at the wh e e l .
The ve h i cle left no skid mark s , a n d
Hanson was we a ring a seat belt. He
had two prior heart at t a ck s .

Hanson joined AP in 1971 at Des
M o i n e s , and was named  corre s p o n-
dent at Fa rgo in 1976. In 1978, h e
t ra n s fe rred to Bismarck. He re t i red in
1991 from the Rapid City Jo u rn a l .

S u rv ivo rs include his wife, t wo
sons and two daughters .

❦

Paul Harvey III, a fo rmer A P
n ewsman and a longtime sport sw ri t e r
and wire editor at The (Euge n e, O re. )
R egi s t e r- G u a rd, died Oct. 14 in
E u ge n e. He was 63. 

H a rvey, who joined the new s p ap e r
in 1955, left to wo rk for the AP in
S a l e m , Po rtland and Los A n geles. 
He re t u rned to The Regi s t e r- G u a rd
s p o rts dep a rtment in 1960 and move d
to the copy desk in 1976. He re t i re d
in 1996.

His fat h e r, Paul Harvey Jr. , was the
AP correspondent in Salem for 38
ye a rs. Surv ivo rs include a wife and
t h ree ch i l d re n .
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❦

L aw rence G. Hauck was one of
the early AP rep o rt e rs assigned to
c over the United Nations when it wa s
o rga n i zed at the end of Wo rld War II.

He then spent nearly 30 ye a rs with
the New Yo rk Ti m e s , wh e re he 
s u p e rvised news cove rage of such
subjects as the UN and national 
political conventions. He re t i red 
f rom the Times in 1975.

H a u ck died in Wi n s t o n - S a l e m ,
N. C . , S ept. 26. He was 88.

He began his career on Ohio 
n ew s p ap e rs , m oved to the Detro i t
Free Press and then joined the A P.

❦

William A. Hudson c ove red 
c o l l ege sports while serving in
Ke n t u cky as AP correspondent in
L exington and spent his later wo rk i n g
ye a rs as broadcast editor in the
Louisville bu re a u .

Hudson joined AP in 1944 and 
re t i red in 1984. He died in  Louisville
S ept. 6 at age 79.

S u rv ivo rs include his wife, a son
and two daughters .

❦

E dwin J. Kane, a broadcaster wh o
spent the final 24 ye a rs of his care e r
with the AP Radio Netwo rk in
Wa s h i n g t o n , died Oct. 19 in Reston,
Va. He was 76. 

D u ring a 39-year care e r, Kane 
i n t e rv i ewed Presidents Nixon and
Johnson and cove red the national 
political conventions. Kane was new s
d i rector and anch o rman at W N B F -
T V, B i n g h a m t o n , N. Y. , f rom 1960
t h rough 1963, and then moved to
W P RO-TV in Prov i d e n c e, R . I . ,
wh e re as anch o rman he won the
A l f red P. Sloan Awa rd for a ye a rl o n g
s e ries on automobile safety that he
w rote and pro d u c e d. He anch o re d
n ewscasts on ABC Radio starting in
1967 befo re joining the AP netwo rk
as anch o rman for hourly new s c a s t s

f rom 1974 to 1980. After re t i ri n g,
Kane co-produced and announced
“Home Fro n t ” for AP radio until
1998. 

S u rv ivo rs include three daughters .

❦

James Whitcomb Reilly Lew i s ,
a re t i red Califo rnia technician wh o
spent 46 ye a rs with the A P, died Ju ly
29. Lew i s , a resident of South Lake
Ta h o e, C a l i fo rn i a , was 95. 

L ewis joined the AP in
I n d i a n apolis in 1924 and wo rke d
t h e re until 1938 when he tra n s fe rre d
to the San Francisco bu reau. He 
re t i red in Ap ril 1970 from the San
Francisco technical staff wh e re he
was night tra ffic superv i s o r. 

S u rv ivo rs include a daughter.

❦

Thomas J. McCullough wo rke d
o n ly a few ye a rs with AP but they
gave him hap py memories that he
c a rried the rest of his life.

He was hired as a tempora ry copy
b oy in 1936 at $15.00 per week and
s t ayed about four ye a rs until the 
m i l i t a ry becko n e d.

In later ye a rs , he settled in
A l bu q u e rq u e, N.M.,and that ’s wh e re
he died June 19, 2 0 0 0 .

McCullough was with AP when it
m oved from 383 Madison Ave. , to 50
R o cke feller Plaza. He re m e m b e re d
the new office as “a lonely and 
d e s o l ate place compared with the
hustle and bustle of Madison Ave.”

In October, 1940 he joined New
Yo rk ’s famed “ Fighting 69th”
I n fa n t ry Division and went to wa r. He
re t u rned to AP in October, 1 9 4 5 ,
wo rking in the libra ry for a year until
deciding to make the A rmy his care e r.

In letters of recent ye a rs ,
McCullough recalled that The A P ’s
M a rty Lederhandler served in New
Yo rk ’s 27th Infa n t ry Div i s i o n , a n d
t h at President Lou Boccardi served in
the 4th A rm o red Infa n t ry Div i s i o n .

❦

H e r b e rt O’Ke e f, who as a new s-
p aper editor urged support for civ i l
rights during the turbulent ’50s and
’ 6 0 s , died Nov. 30 in Raleigh, N. C .
He was 92. 

O ’ Keef was editor of The Raleigh
Ti m e s , a now-defunct aftern o o n
n ew s p ap e r, for 16 ye a rs , s t a rting in
1957. He wrote almost daily editori a l s
s u p p o rting equal rights for bl a cks and
calling for calm during weeks of
l u n ch counter sit-ins and demonstra-
tions in Raleigh. 

L at e r, O ’ Keef backed busing 
plans that brought thousands of wh i t e
students into fo rm e rly all-bl a ck
s chools in North Carolina. A nat ive
of Wi l m i n g t o n , N. C . , O ’ Keef wa s
h i red as a rep o rter for the Durham
Sun in 1930. 

He wo rked for the AP in Nort h
C a rolina and Maryland and at Th e
N ews & Observer as a rep o rter and
editor until 1941. Fo l l owing A rmy
s e rv i c e, O ’ Keef re t u rned to the New s
& Observer as a fe at u res editor. He
re t i red from the Times in 1973. 

S u rv ivo rs include his wife,
daughter and sister. 

❦

Wo o d row Pri c e, a fo rmer manag-
ing editor of The (Raleigh) News &
O b s e rve r, died Dec. 2 in Cart e re t
C o u n t y, N. C . , of cancer. He was 86.

P rice took a job with The Raleigh
Times in 1939 and two ye a rs later 
became managing editor of the
K a n n apolis Independent. Duri n g
Wo rld War II, he served in the 
A rmy Air Corps. Lat e r, he became 
a rep o rter for the AP in Raleigh 
then joined The News & Observer 
in 1946. 

In 1948, he began his “In Th e
O p e n ,” c o l u m n , wh i ch ran for 28
ye a rs and won him a regional conser-
vation awa rd by the  N.C. Wi l d l i fe
Fe d e ration in 1963. The fe d e rat i o n
named him outdoor writer of the ye a r
in 1965. He became managing editor

continued from page 9
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in 1957, s t epping down in 1972. 
He re t i red in 1976. 

He also served as ch a i rman of the
S t ate Po rts Au t h o rity wo rking to 
p rotect North Caro l i n a ’s coastline
and other nat u ral areas. 

S u rv ivo rs include his wife, t wo
s o n s , t wo daughters and a bro t h e r.

❦

M a ry Rutter, a re t i red editor fo r
the AP in Kansas City, M o . , died 
Oct. 20 in Ove rland Pa rk , Kan. 
She was 86. 

Rutter joined the AP in 1942. She
wo rked at bu reaus in New Orl e a n s ,
B aton Rouge, L a . , and Ja ck s o n ,
M i s s . , b e fo re tra n s fe rring to Kansas
City in 1944. She re t i red in 1978. She
had wo rked as a rep o rter for the
L aw rence (Kan.) Jo u rn a l - Wo rld and
the Hat t i e s bu rg (Miss.) A m e rican 
b e fo re embarking on a 36-year care e r
with the A P.

❦

He was never an AP staffer bu t
Milt Sosin made an indelible impre s-
sion on the Florida AP news rep o rt .

A tenacious rep o rter from 
j o u rn a l i s m ’s golden era , Sosin 
c ove red fe d e ral courts in South
F l o rida as a free-lancer for AP fo r
m o re than 20 ye a rs. Th at was after 
he re t i red at age 68, after 32 ye a rs at
the old Miami New s .

He rep o rted his last story — 
re t i rement of a fe d e ral judge — fo r
AP in Ju n e, a day after he re c e ived 
a pacemake r. Sosin died at Miami
Au g. 20.

Last Ap ri l , he gave AP a 20-minu t e
b e at on the first fe d e ral court ru l i n g
on Elian Gonzalez, the Cuban boy
who was the subject of an intern a-
tional custody fig h t .

“Milt was a fie rc e ly competitive,
tenacious rep o rter who never lost his
delight for getting it first and ge t t i n g
it ri g h t ,’’ said Kevin Wa l s h ,A P
F l o rida bu reau ch i e f.

His career spanned 75 ye a rs , a n d

he wo rked for new s p ap e rs in New
Je rs ey and New Yo rk befo re Wo rl d
War II.

He was the only U. S. rep o rter to
get a sit-down interv i ew with Mafia
financier Meyer Lansky — and
L a n s ky called him. He got an 
ex cl u s ive with a va c ationing Wi n s t o n
C h u rch i l l , after fe rreting out his 
s e c ret re t re at .

He also interv i ewed a young Fi d e l
C a s t ro and had a photo of him hold-
ing Castro ’s submachine gun, wh i l e
C a s t ro held Sosin’s typew ri t e r.

❦

Betty J. Utter, who wo rked for 
the AP in Kansas City as a Teletype 
o p e rator for more than two decades,
died Oct. 12 in Kansas City, Mo. 
She was 75. 

A lifelong resident of Kansas City,
she joined the regular staff of the A P
as an automatic operator in 1968 and
re t i red in 1990. She is surv ived by 
a son.

❦

Bonnie Wi l ey was one of A P ’s 
female combat correspondents in the
South Pa c i fic during Wo rld War II.

She cove red military action on Iwo
J i m a , mop-up operations on Okinawa
and was the first woman war corre-
spondent to re a ch Japan when that
c o u n t ry cap i t u l at e d.

She was among the AP staff on the
USS Missouri when the Jap a n e s e
signed surrender documents in To kyo
B ay Sept. 2, 1 9 4 5 .

Wi l ey died in Honolulu Sept. 23.
She was 90.

She was wo rking for AP in San
Francisco in Ja nu a ry 1945 when she
a s ked to become a war corre s p o n-
dent. She was assigned to the Nav y
and  re c e ived a Navy commendat i o n
and battle stars for combat .

In 1989 she was awa rded the 
UNESCO Awa rd for outstanding
c o n t ri butions to intern ational 
j o u rnalism and education.  ■

Corporate
Communications
welcomes recent

pictures of today’s
retirees.  

Tell us what
you’re doing! 
Send to Jack

Stokes at 50 Rock.

Craig Horst Dies at 46 
After a Brief Illness

C raig Hors t , who cove red eve ry-
thing for the AP from the Kansas
City Roya l s ’ quest for the Wo rl d
S e ries to Bill Clinton’s pursuit of
the pre s i d e n cy, died Nov. 24 in
Kansas City fo l l owing a brief 
illness. He was 46.

H o rs t ’s final AP assignment came
on Nov. 7, when he was part of the
bu re a u ’s election cove rage team. He
e n t e red the hospital that eve n i n g. 

H o rst joined AP as a tempora ry
l egi s l at ive staffer in Je ffe rson City,
M o . , in 1979, s h o rt ly after ge t t i n g
his master’s degree in journ a l i s m
f rom the Unive rsity of Missouri .

Fo l l owing a two - year stint as a
n ewsman in the St. Louis bu re a u ,
he tra n s fe rred to Kansas City and
became a favo rite of new s m a ke rs
and news rep o rt e rs alike.

“ B eyond his talent, C raig was a
f ri e n d ly, c a ring man, someone yo u
i n s t a n t ly like d,” said Kansas City 
bu reau chief Paul Stevens. “ Th at
quality was present in his rep o rt i n g.”

S u rv ivo rs include his parents and
a sister.

❦
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AP Happenings
I n t e rn ational television exe c u t ive

Ian Ritchie has been appointed ch i e f
exe c u t ive of A s s o c i ated Pre s s
Te l evision News. Ritchie joins A P T N
f rom Middle East Bro a d c a s t i n g
wh e re he was chief exe c u t ive offic e r
re s p o n s i ble for telev i s i o n , radio and
d i gital and cable operat i o n s .

✺

AP correspondent Ian Stewa rt 
a c c epted the top APME awa rd fo r
fe at u re writing for a moving account
of his re c ove ry from being shot
while cove ring the civil war in Sierra
L e o n e. He re c e ived standing 

ovations at the Oct. 19 convention in
San Antonio from some 350 editors
f rom across the United Stat e s .
S t ewa rt dedicated his awa rd to
Myles Ti e rn ey, an APTN pro d u c e r
who died in the same at t a ck in
Ja nu a ry 1999, and Miguel Gil
M o reno de Mora , an APTN camera-
man killed in Sierra Leone last May.
S t ewa rt said he wants to re t u rn to his
job ove rseas. “I want to make the
wo rld a little bit better, a little more
p e a c e f u l .”

✺

N ew correspondencies in
S ava n n a h , G a . , and Lanham, M d. ,
b ring to 147 the number of AP 
o ffices in the United States.  ■

VISIONS OF YULETIDE The top picture, taken by Manny Joseph, now 88,
shows a 1943 war-time Rockefeller Center Christmas tree was neither
decorated nor illuminated because of World War II blackout re s t r i c t i o n s .
The bottom photograph was taken by Harry Harris in 1947. Harry ’s 
p i c t u re was tapped to grace the cover of President Boccard i ’s year 2000
g reeting card .


