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Today Retailers’ earnings Lehman Brothers earnings Weekly jobless Weekending  Briefly
ftera Stocks surged and bonds slid Wednesday after the Commerce De- Goldman Sachs Group Inc!s (GS) record earnings Tuesday will be hard claims 375 el M Also reporting earnings today: Car-
government partment reported a 1 percent jump in retail sales for November, far  to imitate. Rival Wall Street investment bank Lehman Brothers Holdings ~ Only on Wall Street can higher est. nival Corp. (CCL, $0.47/$0.43) and
report of stronger - better than the 0.1 percent Share price/EPS Inc. (LEH) reports today. While Share price/EPS unemployment be seen as Desc_-.: Pier 1 Imports Inc. (PIR,-$0.34/-
than expected retail gain expected. The gain  ¢g0 analysts aren't expecting a $80 good news. Yet with the econo- i $0.08).
sales, investors will comes after October's 0.4 i record quarter, Lehman has H my stronger than some have 350 : M This morning, the Labor Department
watch closely as percent dropin sales. But 55 trumped analysts’ earnings 70 expected, a high number of will release the latest data on import
discount retailer the report didn't give re- 50 estimates for the last eight first-time jobless claims in the f‘_g"' and export prices. Core import prices
Costco Wholesale sults of individual com- quarters. Rising stock and bond 60 est. weekly Labor Department re- ; are expected to slide 0.6 percent, while
Corp. (COST) panies. Wal-Mart Stores 45 62 75 est. markets, as well as higher : 183 10 57 T port out today could calmin- 325 core prices of exports are expected to
releases earnings. Inc. (WMT) reported 45 - -49 merger and acquisition activity, 138 vestors. Slower growth due to fall 0.5 percent. Lower import prices
The latest figureson  sluggish November sales, 40 %1 Q2 Q°3 Q4 Q1 should boost earnings yet 50 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q1 higher unemployment means would ease concerns about inflation.
unemployment so Wall Street will look to 2005 2006 again. Strong results are ex- 2005 06 less inflation risk. That eventu- Il After the bell: Earnings are due from
claims might also Costco’s earnings this Source: Thomson Financial pected for rival Bear Stearns Source: Thomson Financial ally could prompt the Federal 300 N D software maker Adobe Systems Inc.
affect trading. morning to see whether Wal-Mart was an isolated case. Cos. Inc. too (BSC, $3.36 est../$2.90 pvs.), when it reports this morning.  Reserve to lower rates. e (ADBE, $0.33/$0.30).
Thomson Financial
NET 1YR
STORY STOCKS MARKET SUM MARY LNATI-EEgEST TREASURIES YEST PVS CHG WK M QTR AGO
3-month T-bill 481 481 . V¥V V A 38
tocks ended slightly higherina 1,450 2,500 2500 6-month T-bill 488 487 +0.01 A V Vv 418
volatile session. In morning trading, 1,410 : 1-year T-note 490 481 4009 A Vv vV 440
shares surged on better-than-expected 2400 T N—— - : : :
retail sales, but climbing oil prices pared | 1400 1,390 2,400 : ZyearTnote 471 462 +0.09 A V V 441
those gains. The Dow Jones industrial 10 DAYS 10 DAYS 5-year T-note 455 445 +0.10 A V V 443
2,300
average rose 1.92, or 0.02 percent, to 1370 ' . i
12,31750. The Standard & Poor's 500 | 1,350 2,300 Vields on Treasury secu 10-year Tnote 458 449 +0.09 A ¥V V45
index was also up slightl rities climbed as strong 30-year Thond 470 461 +0.09 A = V 474
p slightly. economic data pushed
down bond prices. Gov-
Continental Airlines Inc CAL 1300 2200 ernment data showed re- NET 1YR
Low S2WEEK  HIGH Nasdaq | [2salesgrewlpercent BONDS YEST PVS CHG WK M QTR AGO
1674 $4629 it in November, sharply
: 2 1250 S&P 500 2100 composite ahead of expectations. Lehman Bros Bond dx 472 464 +0.08 A V ¥V 478
Close: $4476 +1.88 (+44%) Close: 141321 Close: 2,432.41 Bond Buyer Muni Idx 458 455 +0.03 A V V488
Vol. (3-mo avg.): 92m (51m) 1200 Change: +165 (+0.1%) Change: +0.81 (Flat) pRIME FED  LemanUSinvGrade 514 53% 02 V V¥V 519
Market Cap.: $4.03b ’ . A s o M b A s o . RATE FUNDS  lehmanUSHYBd 770 792 02 Vv Vv Vv 82
Shares surged PAST 3 MONTHS :
to their highest YEST 8.25 5.25 Moodys Bond Index 525 527 002 A V V 546
ool EPESt 852 PREV 825 525 Bank Index 11569 11531 +038 A A A 10500
forethe Sept. g STOCKS RECAP HIGH Low CLOSE CHG. %CHG. WK MO QTR YTD | wKAGO 825 5.5 DJ Corp Bond 19663 197.74 -111 'V A A 18586
11,2001 attacks DOW 12368.61  12301.56 12317.50 +1.92 +0.02% A A A +1493%
on talk of a buy- DOW Trans. 4708.13 4646.30 4657.94 -24.18 -052% Vv Vv A +11.01%
. 4
out by United 3 NYSE NASD | Sowuti. 261.13 45878 46065  +L78 +039% A A A +13.71% GLOBAL MARKETS
Airlines. 25 Vol. (inmil.) 2,588 1,831 | NYSEComp.  9091.94  9059.27  9082.13  +22.87 +025% A A A +17.13% | INDEX YEST CHG %CHG WK MO QTR  YTD
Pvs. Volume 2,711 1,976 NASDAQ 2444.12 2423.87 2432.41 +0.81 +0.03% Vv Vv A +10.30%
Advanced 1751 1513 | 5gP500 141664 14105 141321 +165 +0.02% A A A +13.21% | oro0 11321 165 +0.12% A A A +1321%
C C Cc00 ; Frankfurt DAX 6520.77 +44.60 +0.69% A A A +20.57%
ooper L.os. Declined 1574 1536 | S&P400 81492 810.52 81191 +L11  +0.14% VvV A A +10.01% : - — =
Low 52-WEEK HIGH New Highs 290 81 | Russell2000 79288 785.94 78875 +034 +008% VvV A +17.16% | London FTSE 100 619250  +36.10 +0.59% A VA +1021%
2. 182 New Lows 15 31 | Wilshire5000 1427559 14212.73 1423487 _ +12.84 +0.09% V A A +13.72% | HonoKongHangSeng 18718.19 -188.98 -1.00% V V A +25.80%
. : 090 Paris CAC-40 5475.85 +49.03 +0.90% A vV A +16.13%
Close: $44.59 -4.83(-9.8%)
Vol. (3_m° avg) 86m (618.1 k) Tokyo Nikkei 225 16692.93 +55.15 +0.33% A A A +3.61%
Market Cap.: $1.99b SOUTH AMERICA / CANADA
The maker of PAST 3 MONTHS Buenos Aires Merval 2032.74  +60.79 +3.08% A A A +3L71%
umcig'glaal rﬂ:jd $60 - y - - Mexico City Bolsa 2569039  -138.09 -0.53% A A A +4431%
. Paolo Bovespa 43284.52  +266.07 +0.62% A A A +29.38%
Sh the stock market’s b bin =
Ehipping delays 34 opp"‘g e s oc mar e s ar aln In Toronto S&P/TSX 1291032 +51.84 +0.40% A A A  +1453%
for a quarterly 48 o o o o ) ) ASIA
profit that ] F !ndmg abargainin Iate December  who says he does not engage in this nac §d|tor»ln-ch|efJeffrey Hirsch warns Seoul Composite 1383.28 +630  +046% YV A +028%
missed expecta isasclosetoasurethingasastock  practice. thisis a short-term play, and only appro- S Straits Ti 2884.15 066 033% v A A  +2287%
tions. 42 investor can get. But buying the "stinkers" in Decem- priate for aggressive investors. Slr:jgapo:l Or:! > TIMeS 47140 31530 +0‘28°/0 o s a +16'20°/0
Typically, investors dump losing ber can produce strong short-term . . ydney AT Ordinaries : . el D
Apple Computer Inc. AAPL ) . ! . On average since 1974, laggards in Taipei Taiex 7450.30 826 -011% V A A +13.71%
’ stocks in the latter half of the month. gains. Since 1974, U.S. stocks that hit - .
Low 52-WEEK HIGH il December outperform the NYSE Shanghai Shanghai B 12120 028  -023% V A A +9545%
$5016 $9316 Individual investors do so to take tax 52-week lows from Dec. 15 through Composite index by a wide margin.
A losses. Professionals engage in "window  year's end returned 9.8 percentage 14% EUROPE / AFRICA
c'°5°f $89.05 +2.91(+34%) dressing" to eliminate stocks perceived  points more than the NYSE composite Amsterdam 48879  +613 +127% A VA +1191%
V°'-’5|3"r;‘:t’c"ag'): 235592%‘8 m) as "stinkers" from their portfolios before  index over the subsequent six weeks 12 Brussels 430550  +1523  +035% A A A +2131%
a P /5. PAST 3 MONTHS it's time for year-end client presenta- (through Feb.15), according toananal- 10 Madrid 1571.42 1976 +0.63% A A A  +3591%
A tions. ysis by Stock Trader’s Almanac. One 8 Zurich 8678.54  +847 +0.10% A VA  +14.43%
its price target $97 “Basically, you sellbecause youdon't  reason: bargain hunters swoop in at the 6 Milan 31568.00 +179.00 +057% A A A +17.89%
to$10ongrow- oo want to explain yourself—you want to beginning of the next year. 4 Johannesburg 23711.17  +156.06 +0.66% V A A  +31.03%
ing expectations save you_rself the embarrassment of Of course, there are good reasons 2 Stockholm 1128.69 134 -0.12% A A A +1751%
of the launch of 7 having picked wrong,” says Robert why stocks hit 52-week lows, from short- 0
;P} ?npeple cell Millen, principal and portfolio manager ~ term earnings disqppointments tolong- n?;gl‘(;:t cor':lvpisite COMMODITIES FUELS CLOSE PVS. %CH. %YTD
70 at Jensen Investment Management, standing profitability problems. Alma- laggards  index Ol pricesjumpedaf- Crude Oil (bbl) 61.37 6102  +057 +05
ter the Energy De- Ethanol (gal) 2.24 2.25 -0.22 +7.2
Atmel Corp. ATML Stocks that hit a 52-week low from Dec. 15-31 in a given year often outperform the market through Feb. 15 of partment reported a Heating Oil (gal) L.73 172 +0.56  +0.2
Low 52-WEEK HIGH the following year. dropinUS. crude ol Nalturzl gaé (mm :m') Ig; Zgg +i% '31-2
$2.99 A$6-43 60% inventories last Unleaded Gas (gal) : : . .
. 0 . week. The price of
Close: $5.90 +062 (+11.7%) I : Bargain stocks -
Vol. (3-mo avg.): 214m (89 m) 50 gold, apopular |nﬂa- METALS CLOSE PVS. %CH. %YTD
Market Cap.: $2.87b NYSE composite index* tion hedge, rose in Aluminum (Ib) 1.25 126 -040  +194
The microchi PAST 3 MONTHS 40 line with oil. Soybean Copper (Ib) 3.02 3.08 -1.95  +39.9
e futures declined. Gold (0z) 627.90 627.00 +0.14 +21.4
maker said it will g7 -
sell two Europe- 0 Platinum (0z) 1107.80 111500  -0.65 +13.9
an plants and Silver (02) 1375  13.82 _ -0.48  +559
cut 10 percent of 6 20
fts o cturing 5 AGRICULTURE CLOSE  PVS. %CH. %YTD
oot ccHnng 10 Cattle (Ib) 0.86  0.86 +0.41 69
' 4 Coffee (Ib) 1.25 124 +0.89 +16.7
0 Corn (bu) 3.55 3.59 -1.25 +64.3
. - Cotton (Ib) 0.54 0.54  +0.09 +0.3
Midwest Air Group Inc. MEH Lumber (1,000 b4 f) _ 264.20 26490 026 _ -26.4
L;roo 52-WEEK $]*1“G" 10 Orange Juice (Ib) 200 198 +0.93  +50.9
! : Soybeans (bu) 6.61 6.63 -0.30 +9.8
Close: $11.10 +2.02 (+22.2% Wheat (bu) 4.72 4.65 +1.61 +39.3
Vol. (3-mo a:;_e). glm (306 5k() ) '90-91 '91-'92 '92-'93 '93-'94 '94-'95 '95-'96 '96-"97 '97-'98 '98-"99 '99-'00 '00-'01 '01-'02 '02-'03 '03-'04 '04-'05 '05-'06
| ' ! *figures from 1999 to 2006 also include Nasdaq
Market Cap.: $206.5m o 50.000 Ib " b
Airtran said it PAST 3 MONTHS Source: Thomson Financial ;'). Cotton 50, s.- cents per Ib.
planstopur-  $12
;‘éf ;tﬁafélbﬁf MONTH OPEN HIGH Low SETTLE CHG.
for Midwest,  ° Mar 07 54.54 54.75 54.05 54.34 ~14
even after the s MUTUAL FUND CATEGORIES Jul 08 62.50 62.50 62.45 62.45 -.40
_Off?r(\j/vas re- PERCENT RETURN Oct 08 62.95 62.95 62.95 62.95 -35
Jected. VALUE BLEND GROWTH May 08 62.2 62.2 62.2 62.25 -.10
6 SPECIALTY FUNDS YTD 1YR 3YR 5YR a &y > > >
K . < YTD 245 W 142 LB 65 LG[| Octo07 58.70 58.70 58.70 58.70 -.10
Alpharma Inc. ALO Conservative Allopatlon (CA) 8.36 8.26 6.29 5.94 3 1YR 230 133 37 Dec 07 59.90 60.05 59.50 59.80 10
Low 52-WEEK HIGH Moderate Allocation (MA)  11.05  10.51 9.06 6.45 e 3YR 16.8 117 44 Mar 08 61.75 61.75 61.75 61.75 10
$1964 $3388 Health (SH) 397 362 856 403 <  5YR 110 59 -08
: g Jul 07 56.95 57.10 56.50 56.60 -.25
Natural Resources (SN) 15.00 11.64 2830  23.12 a YTD 189 MV 153 MB 111 MG
Close: $2291 -148(-61%) Real Estate (SR) 381 3336 2607 2303 & 1w o i e May 07 55.80 55.85 55.30 55.50 -12
Vol. (3-mo avg.): 24m (705.3k) Technology (ST) 727 5.18 6.56 0.82 a 3YR 198 158 151 YESTERDAY: Sales: 13,847 Open Interest: 162,068, ¥ -107.00
Market Cap.: $97869m BALANCED = 5YR 16.0 14.0 75
isi PAST 3 MONTHS
fﬁse”;%gfﬁfj'ed o2 Target-Date 20002014 (TA) 882 872 685 573 4 YD 195 B 2 s8 1o sG
ceutical maker Target-Date 20152020 (T8) 1255 1193 984 720 2§ | - - COMMERCIAL APPEAL’'S MOST WATCHED
A =o 3YR 16.8 176 10.6
to project 2007 23 Target-Date 2030+ (TC) 13.90 13.02 11.85 8.00 n 5YR 174 155 57 YTD voL
l<hort g}aatn INTERNATIONAL NAME TICKER CLOSE CHG %CHG WK MO QTR %CHG (1000s) P/E DIV
alyst expecta- 21 Divers. Emerging Mkt. (EM) 27.57  30.09  29.25 25.75
tions. Europe Stock (ES) 3226 32.87 2499 19.22  BONDFUNDS Alistate AL 6453 -42 -06 A A A +193 1394 9 140
19 Foreign Small/Mid Val (FA) 24.37 2635  23.44 _ 20.79  Interm-Term Bond (CI) 435 511 349 477 BkofAm  BAC  53.09 +29 +0.5 A V ¥V +150 13129 12 224
Source: SunGard Foreign Large Blend (FB) 2322 24.06 20.19 1348  Interm. Government (GI) 3.72 4.47 2.91 4.00 n
Foreign Large Growth (FG)  21.89 2302 19.07 1281  High Yield Muni (HM) 705 805 675 660 | OO €5CO 2725 17 +06 A A A +592 42606 29 ..
Foreign Small/Mid Gr. (FR) 23.84 26.88 26.21  20.60  High Yield Bond (HY) 9.58 10.05 7.8 8.79 Citigrp c 5232 +.07 +0.1 A A A +78 13977 11 1.96
Foreign Large-VaIue (FV) 2420 2469 21.42 16.73  Muni National Interm (MI) 3.85 4.54 3.06 4.31 Comcast CMCSA 4286 -22 -05 A A A +654 8998 39
World Allocation (IH) 15.88 15.92 14.36 12.55 Mun! Nat!onal Long (ML) 4.67 5.54 4.10 5.00 ExxonMbl XOM 7736 +1.11 +15 A A A 4377 20294 12 1.8
World Stock (WS) 18.40 1835 16.50 11.02 Muni National Short (MS) 2.86 3.14 1.80 2.58
GenElec GE 3550 -14 -04 A Vv A +13 38701 21 1.12f
HomeDp HD 39.11 +41 +1.1 A A A -34 18480 13 0.90f
Intel INTC 20.70 -03 -0.1 A VvV A -17.1 47266 21 0.40
QUOTABLE Johmin  INJ 6547 -11 02 VY V A +89 7658 17 150
Airline stocks fly high as consolidation continues  |tmeck e 2 .. .. v 4 4 w0 s 2 1%
“ . =R - e ) . ~ |Lowess  LOW 3055 -08 03 V = A 83 7253 15 0.0
Glenn Tilton has | Teaiineindustry took further steps toward consolidation this week, also address overcapacity; theindustry isfrequently criticizedforhaving | ygicrosoft  MSFT 2055 +.12 +04 A A A +13.0 44708 23 0.40f
andthat could help stabilize the long-suffering industry. United Airlines  too many carriers and flight routes. Another possible winner: Southwest Morgstan  Ms 718.96 +56 +07 A A A +392 2003 12 108
ca | | ed evervone has be_gun explor!nga merger with Con’_tmentalAw!mes, Airlines. Nasgovitz saysthe IO\_/\/-C(_)st camgrwﬂl pickup a|rcraﬁ and airport
y ISNP%I':'?J(I;:T and Airtran Holdings plans to pursueits unsolicited  gates on the cheap as consolidating carriers sell off assets. Airline stocks Pfizer PFE 2539 +22 09 AV Vv +89 4089 15 0.9
looking for a bid for regional carrier Midwest Air. Both deals follow  have been top performers over the past year, with the American Stock | ProctGam PG 6340 -30 05 V A A +95 6038 24 1.4
g ahostile $87 billion bid by US Airways for Delta. Theseairiine combinations  Exchange airline index up more than 20 percent. Still many investors | Starbucks  SBUX 3608 -21 -06 Vv V A +202 5234 51 ..
d t H d y t would drive down operating costs and cut down on fare wars, whichare  avoid theindustry forits high operating costs. ‘Airlines barely make money,” | WalMart ~ WMT _ 45.90 +.42 +09 Vv Vv v -1.9 17307 18 0.7
ate. ne aoesn bad for travelers but good for investors, says Wil Nasgovitz,aportfolio  says Robert Millen, a portfolio manager for Jensen Investment Manage- | Walgrn WAG 4410 +.07 +02 A A V 04 3614 26 031
t t manager with Milwaukee-based Heartland Advisors. Consolidationcould - ment.
want 10 run an
TOP U.S. AIRLINE MERGERS (June 2003-) 6MO.  1YR.
airl i ne he wants ACQUIROR =103 TARGET E(X)CREITNNGE MAJORS. . CLOSE CHG. %CHOG. AGO AGO
9 Mesa Air = 04 Atlantic Coast Airlines PERFORMANCE usb pgr British Pound 1.9660 -.0040 -.20% 1.8335 1.7697
_ America West US Airways COMPANIES 3-M0  12-MO 3-YR Canadian Dollar 1.1564 0030 -35% L1124 11504
to merge it. Oaktree/Goldman SpiritAifines UAL Corp. (UAUR) 634%  %7% WA USD per Euro 13204 0073 -55% 12541 11962
SkyWest = 05 Atlantic Southeast Continental Airlines (CAL) 5.3 143 1899% | Thedollarrose Japa.nese Yen 117.52 -.000045  -53% 11527  119.90
AIRLINE CONSULTANT Yucaipa Cos. ] Aloha Airlines Airtran Holdings (AAl) 246 89 89 iﬁﬂgﬁtc icz;tsh:][tgwraaﬁ; _ Mexican Peso 10.8395  +.000047  +.05% 11.4598  10.6240
MICHAEL BOYD Airran || 06 VidwestAir*  wmAnnounced  Midwest Air Group (MEH) 31 1102 1400 | portshowedalarger- EUROPE/AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST
US Airways == Delta Airlines* * Pendin Southwest Airlines (LUV) -8.1 -4.3 16 than-expected jump Israeli Shekel 4.1790 +0008 +33%  4.4952 4.5952
On reports of the UAL Corp. » o ¢ in November retail  Norwegian Krone 61745  -0013 -80% 62425 66585
CEOs e{/grts to cgmbine Qnifed Sources: Dealogic, Thomson Financial salesAhEconomic South African Rand 69678  +.0002 +14% 68445 62821
Airlines with Continental Airlines f{fggfgﬁ%ﬂgfg @ Swedish Krona 68398  -0009 -62% 73954  7.9117
Inc. ’ Swiss Franc 1.2070 -0047  -57%  1.2389 1.2911
U t th - t ASIA/PACIFIC
- - - Australian Dollar 1.2715 -0001  -01%  1.3559 1.3254
p o e m I n u e Chinese Yuan 7.8282 +.0001 +.08%  8.0205 8.0746
- - - Hong Kong Dollar 17714 -0000 -00% 77626  7.7532
stock I I stl “ gs o n I I ne g Indian Rupee 44721 -0000 -00% 45810  46.020
¥ Singapore Dollar 1.5417 -0010  -15%  1.5985 1.6744
. . “ . " E South Korean Won 92251  -.000000 -00% 96130  1025.70
S o by and all sran Go to commercialappeal.com and click on “News/Business. £ Taiwan Dollar 149 0000 -00% 26 349
nformation compiled by and all graphics . . . g : : : -
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