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2009 Minnesota AP Broadcast Contest Rules

Stations:

Here are the rules for the Minnesota Associated Press Broadcasters Achievement Awards Contest. Awards will be presented at the annual awards banquet on Friday night, April 16, 2010.

Deadline for entries is midnight Central time Sunday, Jan. 31, 2010. Entries, along with entry fees, must be postmarked by that date to The Associated Press, Broadcast Contest, 511 11th Ave. S., Suite 460, Minneapolis, MN 55415.

All entries must be material first aired in the 2009 calendar year.

Once again, a separate entry is required for the Lone Ranger Award, which honors journalists who work in one-person radio newsrooms in Minnesota. The AP now requires three things for broadcasters to be considered for the Lone Ranger Award: a statement of up to 250 words from the station's manager, explaining why the news director is qualified for the award; submission of up to three stories on CD or cassette tape, with a 15-minute total limit, illustrating the news director's work from 2009; and a minimum of 10 contributions to the Minnesota AP wire in 2009.

The best Web site category will continue this year for both radio and television stations. One overall best Web site award will be presented in each division, based on newsroom size. To enter the Web contest, please e-mail Jeff Baenen at jbaenen(at)ap.org before 5 p.m. Central time Friday, Dec. 11, 2009.

Stations must fill out an entry form for each contest entry. A brief statement about the entry may be included. The entry form is moving separately on the wire and will be available at the Minnesota AP Web site, www.ap.org/minnesota.
Tapes and discs will NOT be returned at the awards banquets. If you want your entries returned, please let us know and we will bill you for return postage.

If you have questions, please call Jeff Baenen at (toll-free) 1-800-552-7250 or 1-612-332-2727, or e-mail jbaenen(at)ap.org.

HERE ARE THE RULES:

1. Competition is limited to stations taking the Minnesota AP wire. An entry from a non-member affiliate of an AP broadcast member counts as part of the parent organization's entries.

2. All entries must deal with a real event.

3. Entries shall not be re-recorded for contest purposes.

4. There will be separate categories for radio and television with two divisions in television and three in radio:

A. TV Stations:

1. TV-Class One: Stations with 50 or fewer full-time newspeople.

2. TV-Class Two: Stations with 51 or more full-time newspeople.

B. Radio Stations:

1. Radio-Class One: Stations with one or no full-time newspeople.

2. Radio-Class Two: Stations with two or three full-time newspeople.

3. Radio-Class Three: Stations with four or more full-time newspeople.

(In each category, the news director is counted as one full-time newsperson.)

5. There will be nine radio and eight TV award categories, with a first place and two honorable mentions given in each category except in best Web site, which will have only an overall winner in each radio and TV newsroom-size division:

A. Spot and hard news

Spot news will be coverage of an unscheduled event (fires, natural disasters, etc.)

B. Feature

The feature category will deal with "softer" material (human interest, entertainment, etc.) and/or a creative use of audio or audio-visual material.

C. Series/Special

A series of consecutive reports or one-time special examining a news event or particular issue. The entire series can be submitted but does not have to be.

D. Documentary/Investigative

An in-depth report that focuses on one particular subject and uncovers wrongdoing, reveals unknown information or tells another side of a story.

E. Sports Reporting

The sports news category will deal with sporting news in the form of a single interview, documentary or other feature dealing with sports subjects.

F. Sports Play by Play (Radio)

An actual aircheck of play-by-play coverage of any sporting event. The time limit on any entry is 15 minutes.

G. Writing

The writing category will be for stories aired between Jan. 1, 2009, and Dec. 31, 2009. A SCRIPT MUST ACCOMPANY A TAPE OF THE STORY.

H. Best Newscast

Four days were selected in 2009 for judging the newscast category: April 9, May 12, Sept. 16 and Nov. 13. Choose only one contest day and submit a regular newscast from that day; only one newscast will be accepted from each station. An entire half-hour or hourlong program can be submitted. Commercials may be excised. Entries will be judged on story selection, writing, editing and delivery.

I. Best Web Site

One overall best Web site award will be presented in each division, based on newsroom size. There will be no honorable mentions. Stations that share a Web site may enter individually, each paying the appropriate entry fee. A wire advisory and an e-mail will be sent to let you know when a week has been designated as a Web contest week. Judges will view Web sites that week and choose the best, based on content, timeliness and presentation. To enter the Web contest, please e-mail Jeff Baenen at jbaenen(at)ap.org before 5 p.m. Central time Friday, Dec. 11, 2009. Include your station's Web address and the authorizing editor's name, e-mail address and phone number. Only submitted Web sites will be judged.

J. Best in Show

All entries in the Spot and Hard News, Feature, Series/Special, Documentary/Investigative, and Sports Reporting categories will automatically be considered for a "best-in-show" award for overall achievement in radio or in television. Best-in-show awards will be presented for each division: TV Class One, TV Class Two, Radio Class One, Radio Class Two and Radio Class Three. There is no need for a separate entry. There will be no honorable mention for best-in-show.

K. Lone Ranger Award (one-person radio newsrooms only)

The annual Lone Ranger Award honors journalists who work in one-person radio newsrooms in Minnesota. The AP now requires three things for broadcasters to be considered for the Lone Ranger Award:

_Statement of up to 250 words from the station's manager, explaining why the news director is qualified for the 

award;

_Submission of up to three stories on CD or cassette tape, with a 15-minute total limit, illustrating the news director's work from 2009; and

_A minimum of 10 contributions to the Minnesota AP wire in 2009.

The entry fee for the Lone Ranger Award is fifteen dollars ($15.00).

6. Except for the newscast category, there is no limit on the number of entries from any station.

A. Entry fees:

1. Entry fee for radio stations will be set at fifteen dollars ($15.00) per entry tape.

2. Entry fee for television stations will be set at twenty dollars ($20.00) per entry tape.

7. Entries must be submitted on CD or audio cassette for radio and DVD or regular VHS cassette for television. Each entry must be submitted on separate disc or tape.

8. All entries must be clearly labeled. Any disc or tape which does not have a label stating the station call letters, reporter(s), title of entry, station class and entry category will not be considered for judging. Stations also must fill out an entry form for each entry and may enclose a brief statement. Make checks payable to The Associated Press.

9. Awards will be presented at the annual convention on Friday, April 16, 2010, at the Holiday Inn Select in Bloomington, Minn. Discs and tapes will NOT be returned at the banquet. If you want your entries returned, please let us know and we will bill you for return postage.

10. The deadline for contest entries from the 2009 calendar year will be Jan. 31, 2010.

The AP, Minneapolis

