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AP School of Search  

 
One of the highlights of AP Exchange , the new Web-based view of AP content, is its 
ability to more easily find the content most important to your readers and Web site 
users. Time-crunched journalists can quickly find the most locally relevant material 
one time or through automated saved searches that continually scan AP content. 
 
Printed help tools are given to every newspaper's site administrator and there is a 
help button on every user's AP Exchange interface (home page, upper right-hand 
corner). 
 
In addition, new users are invited to join the AP Exchange “School of Search” at 8 

a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Central Time every  Thursday . It's a 30-minute online training session designed to show you 
tips, tricks and shortcuts for building really efficient searches in AP Exchange and answer any questions. The 
sessions involve phone discussion as well as a hosted Web demonstration.  
 
Site administrators can participate in similar but more focused training every Monday at noon ET. 
 
To participate in either session, RSVP to talkback@ap.org  
 
ASAP Conference Calls 

  Lane Hickenbottom 
The Grand Island Independent 
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Whether you’re new to AP's multimedia supplemental wire ASAP or a renewing subscriber, you'll want to take part 
in the first ASAP conference call for 2007.  
 
On Feb. 12, you can join a 60-minute call and speak to ASAP's editorial and technical managers. The goal of the 
call is to update you on ASAP editorial plans, to recap the highlights of the ASAP service and to answer all of your 
questions.  
 
As a supplemental wire, ASAP offers news for all desks – news, entertainment, business, technology, lifestyle and 
sports. We encourage editors from all desks to sit in on the call and learn more about how they can work ASAP into 
the paper and site.  
 
Calls are planned at 11 a.m. ET and 3 p.m. ET on Feb. 12. Join the one that fits into your schedule best.  To RSVP 
for a call, please email kdinkins@ap.org.  
 
 
AP offers online packages for the Oscars and Award Season  

 

How to drive readers online with our expanded Oscars online package will be the topic 
of a conference call for members.  
 
We will talk about our online content available and how to use it to drive traffic and build 
repeat visits.  We’ll also have an open question and answer session to answer any 
questions you have about our online services.   
 
That call will be Feb. 20 at 1 p.m. CT.  If you’d like to join the call, please let me know 
and I will forward information to you about upcoming calls:  tharaldson@ap.org  
 
Questions: contact Elanit Friedman (213-346-3108) efriedman@ap.org  
 

 
 

 
 
We’ve created a page devoted to AP’s Online Newspaper services at www.ap.org/newspapers.  
 
Find out about online services, see links to sites using the services, and find links and contact information to the 
Online Newspaper team. 
 
 

State News Online keeps your Web site local and fre sh 
 
AP State News Online gives your Web site the full range of AP’s state news reports: politics, legislative and 
government news, business, sports, features and more.   
 
With State News Online, breaking news from your state appears as it happens, and is updated quickly and 
accurately 24/7. Headline packages with up to 10 top items linked to a state’s top stories are updated six times an 
hour to provide readers with the most up-to-date news at a glance.   
 



For more information, ask your local chief of bureau and see www.ap.org/newspapers . 
 
 

How to Take Great Video 
 
Newspapers shooting their own video? What’s this world coming to? 
 
Welcome to the New Media World. And here’s an opportunity to get some basic 
training in video from the folks who know it best…..television photo journalists. 
 
Training will be provided by the National Television Academy, Upper Midwest 
Chapter, on Saturday, April 28, in Vermillion. The subject: Telling stories in video. 
 
The morning program is FREE, except for a nominal charge for lunch. 
 
Sponsors are the Associated Press and the South Dakota Broadcasters 
Association. We are extending an invitation to our newspaper colleagues to join us 
at the Neuharth Center for Excellence in Journalism at the University of South Dakota.  
 
We’ll send more information later, and the program also will be posted on the Web site for the South Dakota 
Associated Press, www.ap.org/southdakota.  
 
This is early notification of the date and place—Saturday, April 28  in Vermillion. If there’s online video in your 
future, consider sending someone from your staff to learn from the best. 
 
For more information contact COB Tena Haraldson or Broadcast Editor Carson Walker at 800-952-9911; 
tharaldson@ap.org  or  cwalker@ap.org  
 
See AP Money & Markets in use by papers around the country 
 

 
See examples of newspapers and Web sites using AP Money & Markets, and get an overview of 
the service during a conference call for members on Feb. 14.  
 
For general information about the service, and to see detailed descriptions and samples of all the 
modules the service offers, check out www.ap.org/markets.  
 
That call will be Feb. 14 at 1 p.m. ET (noon CST – 11 a.m. MST – 10 a.m. PST).   If you’d like to 
join the call, contact COB Tena Haraldson.   
 
Questions: contact Elanit Friedman (213-346-3108) efriedman@ap.org 
 
AP’s MoneyWire to launch new offerings in March  
 
You will notice a fresher look to MoneyWire as in March. The new MoneyWire will offer 
nine charts on key market indicators, the performance of 10 most active stocks, and a 
stock look-up box in a concise, attractive package.  
 
The stock look-up function will be phased out in July.  
 
MoneyWire is one of several online financial data services AP offers, including AP Money 
& Markets and AP Financial Tools. For many subscribers, Money & Markets for print and 
online is available for no added fee. For some, it may require a small upgrade fee.  
 
For more information, contact your COB Tena Haraldson, or check out 
www.ap.org/markets.  
 
Special Editions packages  
 
The 13-part Special Edition on Taxes moved Jan. 30, with information on the latest developments in the tax code 
and tips for tax filers. Topics included new rules on charitable deductions and the ``kiddie tax,’’ and trends in refund 



loans, e-filing, medical and energy-saving deductions, audit rates and more. The consumer-friendly package 
included a checklist of documents you need to gather when filing tax returns, and where to find free tax-filing help. 
The package was written by Washington writer Eileen Putman, and was accompanied by four graphics.  
 
Next up for Special Editions is Spring Home and Garden. Stories include: alternatives to a grass lawn; sorting 
through the options for backyard playground equipment; and looks at apartment living, spring cleaning and how to 
eat decently while redoing your kitchen. That package will move on March 6. 
 

The Special Editions calendar for 2007 is: 
�  April 10 - Mother's and Father's Day 
�  May 2 - Summer Fun/Outdoors 
�  June 5 - Weddings, winter brides 
�  July 10 - Back to School 
�  Aug. 7 - Home and Garden, winter 
�  Sept. 11 - Cars 
�  Oct. 2 - Parenting 
�  Nov. 6 - Holidays 
�  Dec. 4 - Weddings, summer brides 

 
For more information: Julia Rubin, (212) 621-7199, jrubin@ap.org 
 
Journal Star names new managing editor  
 
 

John Mabry was named Managing Editor at the Lincoln Journal Star.  He began his new 
assignment Feb. 5.  Mabry has served as the paper’s sports editor since 1997.  In 2003, he 
guided the Journal Star sports department to a Top 10 ranking by the Associated Press 
Sports Editors for a Sunday sports section in the 40,000-100,000 circulation category. 
 
Mabry earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism from the University of Kansas in 1987.  He 
worked at the Kansas City Star as an agate clerk, copy editor and Sunday sports editor.   
 
He will continue running the paper’s sports department until a new sports editor is selected 
 
.  
 
 

 
 
 

Online training for you and your staff 
 
 

 
NewsU (www.newsu.org) offers newsroom training to journalists and journalism students through its interactive e-
learning program and links to other journalism education and training opportunities. The program is a partnership 
between the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation and The Poynter Institute for Media Studies. 
 
Courses at NewsU vary from beginner to veteran journalist and cover all types of media—print, broadcast and 
online.  Many of the courses are free.   
 

AP Nebraska News 

Kevin O'Hanlon named AP Nebraska news editor  

Kevin O'Hanlon, the Lincoln correspondent for The Associated Press, has been promoted to AP news editor for 
Nebraska.  

O'Hanlon, 51, joined the AP in Dallas in 1995 and worked in the AP's Cincinnati bureau before becoming Lincoln 
correspondent in 1998.  



A native of Blair, O'Hanlon started his journalism career in 1984 at the Beatrice (Neb.) Daily Sun. He also worked 
for The Argus Leader of Sioux Falls, S.D.; The Lincoln Star; the Lansing (Mich.) State Journal; The Cincinnati 
Enquirer and the Omaha World-Herald.  

O'Hanlon holds bachelor of science degrees in journalism and criminal justice from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln.  

Did these AP stories run in your newspaper in Janua ry:   
 
Omaha Sports Writer Eric Olson  was first in line to do a story when former football coach Tom Osborne began 
teaching at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln after six years in Congress and an unsuccessful gubernatorial bid. 
Olson and photographer Nati Harnik  documented Osborne’s first day teaching at the College of Business 
Administration. 
 
Lincoln newsman Nate Jenkins  had a business feature on the nation's first ethanol plants powered by methane 
gas from cow manure. Omaha photographer Nati Harnik  provided photos. 
 
Omaha newswoman Timberly Ross  had an exclusive interview with Dr. LeRoy Carhart, who for the second time in 
less than a decade has a case before the U.S. Supreme Court challenging a government decision to ban s-called 
partial birth abortion. 
 
 

 
 
The Norfolk Daily News  shared their story on cycle Jan. 12 when Erick Vela was sentenced to die for helping kill 
five people at a U.S. Bank branch in Norfolk in 2002. 
  
Terry Douglass , sports editor of The Grand Island Independent , went above and beyond to help us out Friday, 
Jan. 19.  AP sports writer Eric Olson of Omaha was on deadline for a story about a veterinarian who is accused of 
giving vodka to racehorses. The Hall County Court clerk, some 150 miles away, said she could only give out public 
court records in person; faxing or e-mailing was not an option. Eric called Terry to ask if he knew whether the 
Independent was following up on the story and whether he could have the reporter fax us any paperwork he or she 
got from the court. Terry called back and said there were no plans for a follow-up but that he offered to stop by the 
courthouse to pick up the paperwork on his way to the office. Terry got a copy of the complaint and an affidavit 
outlining the case against the vet, which he promptly faxed to Eric, who was able to complete his story.  
 
 
 

January Contributions 
 

Photos  Stories  Newspaper  
0 2 Alliance Times-Herald  
5 0 Beatrice Daily Sun  
1 2 Columbus Telegram  
0 0 Daily Nebraskan  
3 2 Fremont Tribune  

24 13 The Grand Island Independent  
0 2 Hastings Tribune  
0 0 Holdrege Citizen 
3 21 Kearney Hub  
8 29 Lincoln Journal Star  
4 2 McCook Gazette  
3 6 Norfolk Daily News  
0 0 North Platte Telegraph  
1 26 Omaha World-Herald  
0 3 Scottsbluff Star-Herald  
0 0 Sidney Sun-Telegraph  
0 3 York News-Times  



 
 
 

 
NEBRASKAapNEWS is a monthly advisory for member publishers and editors about stories of note, 
upcoming projects of interest, industry and AP developments. All contributions and suggestions are 
welcome. If you would prefer a hard copy, or if you would like someone at your newspaper added, please 
contact COB Tena Haraldson at 1-800-952-9911 or e-mail (tharaldson@ap.org) .

 


