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Call for Entries  

 
 
Entries are now being accepted for the Nebraska Associated Press Association news 
and photo contest.  Rules and entry forms are available on the Nebraska AP web site 
www.ap.org/nebraska.  Deadline is Friday, February 2.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New and improved Legislative coverage  

 
 

This file photo from Dec. 13, 2006 shows Rich Heglin, top left, consoling Nicole 
Perez as she grieves for her close friend, Karen Curry, who died in a house fire, in 
North Platte, Neb. Perez and an unidentified woman escaped injury in the early 
morning blaze. This photo is the Dec. 2006 winner of the Nebraska AP Member 
Photo of the Month contest. (AP Photo/North Platte Telegraph, Beth Gilbert) 

 

Photo of the Month  



 
You'll notice something new about AP's coverage of the state Legislature this year. Our staff will be filing short 
updates throughout the day that will move to both the print and online wires. 
  
We have provided online stories as part of our legislative coverage for several years, but the online copy tended to 
be filed along with print copy at the end of the day. 
  
No longer. 
  
We'll be going to the wire quickly throughout the day with newsy items from the Capitol. We know that opinion 
leaders -- including lawmakers, lobbyists and state officials -- will be following online coverage in real time. 
  
You'll still get detailed, bylined stories from the AP staff at the Capitol for your print editions. In those stories we'll 
provide context and background for happenings at the Legislature. 
  
But if you are not currently receiving AP State News Online for your Web site, you will be missing out on a chance 
to give your readers real-time updates--with no extra work for your staff. Please call me if you want more 
information on State News Online, 800-952-9911. 
 
 

Find out more about new online stock market service  

 

AP is offering a telephone conference call to share information on our new 
online stock market service. For newspapers already taking stocks for print, 
the online presentation is available at little or NO extra cost. It allows your 
readers to check stock market news, prices, look up specific stocks and get 
the day's top market news. 

If you would like to hear more about Money & Markets, follow the directions 
below. It takes just a few moments to get your computer set up, so get 
ready a little ahead of the meeting start time of 1:30 Central, 12:30 Mountain.  

If you have questions or comments, just send me an e-mail (tharaldson@ap.org)  or call 800-952-9911. 

What:   AP Money & Markets overview 

When:    Wednesday,  Jan. 24  2:30 pm EST   /1:30 CST/ 12:30 MST/ 11:30 PST 

Meeting number : 488 649 852 

How long : About an hour  

How to join:   
1. At the meeting's starting time, either click the following link or copy and paste it into your Web browser:  
    https://ap.webex.com/ap/j.php?ED=95399002&UID=0  
2. Follow the directions to register – enter your name, your email address, etc then click Join.  
3. To join the teleconference part of the meeting:  

Toll Free: 866-228-9900  
Toll: 719-359-4032  
Passcode: 692978  

4. If you have any difficulties, the Webex helpline is: 1-866-229-3239 
 
That's it! You're in the web meeting! 
 
 



AP Exchange School of search  
 
All personnel at newspapers will soon be able to access their AP news and photo reports on a Web site called AP 
Exchange. This site replaces YourAP and is intended to be the way newspapers produce their pages in the future. 

 
Weekly training sessions are available for those using AP Exchange.  Please make sure that 
your staff is aware of this training. We ask that you RSVP for the session you want to attend to 
be sure we can get everybody on. 
 
If you have not signed up for AP Exchange, which involves naming someone in your shop as 
site administrator, please contact me, tharaldson@ap.org.  
 

Here's the training info: 
 
AP Exchange search training  
Thursdays at 11 am and 4:30 pm Eastern Standard Time. (10 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. CST.) 
 
The sessions run about 30 minutes and are designed for staff and members. All are welcome.  RSVP to 
Talkback@ap.org  
 
 
 Takback@ap.org 

AP offers online packages for the Oscars and Award Season  

 
 
The Oscars and award season coverage will be the topic of our January call for subscribers to our online 

newspaper services.  
 
We’ll talk about special online packages we’re planning and how to use them to drive 
traffic and build repeat visits.  We’ll also give an overview of NASCAR and baseball spring 
training packages that will go live in February.  
 
Our next call will be Jan. 17 at 2:30 Eastern Standard Time (1:30 p.m. CST, 12:30 p.m. 
MST – 11:30 a.m. PST).  
 
If you’d like to join the call, let your chief of bureau know. He or she can forward you 
information about upcoming calls. 
 
Questions: contact Kate Butler: (313) 392-9289, kbutler@ap.org 

 
 
 

Flat fee subscription service offers new way to acc ess AP archive photos  
 
The Flat Fee Photo Archive offers a new pricing approach for AP archival images. Members that sign up for the flat 
fee subscription service, which launches Jan. 1, will have unlimited access to millions of AP archival photographs 
for one price. 
 

 
 Benefits include: 

�  Unlimited downloads of AP-owned photos 14 days and older with license to use photos in print, 
both in the member’s newspaper and niche publications, and on the member’s Web site. 

�  A predictable, fixed fee that maximizes value and helps manage costs and budgets. 



�  Access to other premium editorial content including graphics and photos from partners such as 
Jennifer Graylock, Women’s Wear Daily, VII and others. (Note: Photographs from image 
partners and graphics will continue to be offered on an a la carte basis for $35 per image or at 
partner-specific pricing.) 

 
Flat Fee Photo Archive offers members unparalleled access to the millions of images available in the archive.  For 
some members, the flat fee service offers significant savings over what they currently spend on a la carte archival 
photos.  For more information: Amanda Bird, abird@ap.org , 212.621.6909 
 
 

Special Editions packages  

 
 
A 13-part series on taxes will be available on Jan. 30.     
 

Taxes will cover: 
�  What's New  - Telephone customers, energy-

savvy homeowners and parents of older teens 
should pay special attention at tax time. Many 
changes affecting 2006 tax returns are aimed 
squarely at you. On balance, the news is good. 

�  Charitable Deductions  - Clean out the attic. 
Donate the junk to charity. Take a tax 
deduction? Not so fast. Congress passed new rules for deducting household goods and 
clothing donations in 2006. 

�  Kiddie Tax  - A nasty surprise for many taxpayers is masquerading under the harmless-
sounding moniker "kiddie tax." Beware, it may pack a wallop. 

�  Energy  - Did you install an energy-efficient water heater or furnace in 2006? How about a 
solar panel, storm door or insulation? You may reap a reward at tax time. 

�  Medical Deductions  - What do doctors' visits, Navajo healing ceremonies and clarinet 
lessons have in common? All can qualify, under the right circumstances, as tax-deductible 
medical expenses. 

 
2007 Special Editions packages: 

�  March 6 – Home and Garden 
�  April 10 – Mother's and Father's Day 
�  May 2 – Summer Fun 
�  June 5 – Weddings 
�  July 10 – Back to School 
�  Aug. 7 – Home and Garden 
�  Sept. 11 – Cars 
�  Oct. 2 – Parenting 
�  Nov. 6 – Holidays 
�  Dec. 4 – Weddings 

For more information: Julia Rubin, (212) 621-7199, jrubin@ap.org 
 

Online training for you and your staff  
 

 
NewsU (www.newsu.org) offers newsroom training to journalists and journalism students through its interactive e-
learning program and links to other journalism education and training opportunities. The program is a partnership 
between the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation and The Poynter Institute for Media Studies. 
 
Courses at NewsU vary from beginner to veteran journalist and cover all types of media—print, broadcast and 
online.  Many of the courses are free.   
 

New Publisher at McCook Daily Gazette  
 
 



Shary Skiles has taken over as publisher of the McCook Daily Gazette.  She is only the sixth publisher in the 
newspaper’s 96-year history.   

  
Skiles, 43, succeeds Gene Morris, who retired at the end of 2006 to spend more time on special 
projects for the newspaper and on his writing.  She joined the Gazette as business manager in 
1988 and was promoted to general manager in 2004.   
 
Harry Strunk was the Gazette’s first publisher as he founded the paper in 1911.  He was followed 
by his son, Allen, who was publisher until the paper was sold in 1986.  He was succeeded by Dick 

Gozia, John Burgess and then Morris in 1990.     
 
 
 

AP Nebraska News  
 
 
The Grand Island Independent helped a great deal on the Swift plant immigration raid.  Photographer Barrett 
Stinson contributed seven photos . The following day photographer Lane Hickenbottom contributed follow-up 
photos.    
 
The Norfolk Daily News shared their coverage of Erick Vela's court hearings with us as soon as it was available, 
which was often several ours before the stories were posted on their own web site.  
 
Immigration raid-Grand Island Swift & Co. plant 
 
 
 
 

 
         Barrett Stinson/The Grand Island Independe nt  

 
Barrett Stinson/The Grand Island Independent 

 

 
December ice and snow 
 
 

 
Lane Hickenbottom/The Grand Island Independent  

 
 
 

 
 
Lane Hickenbottom/The Grand Island Independent 

 
  
 

 



 
                       Brad Norton/Kearney Hub 
 
 

 
Rebecca D. Allen/North Platte Telegraph 
 
 

 
 

 
Roger Holsinger/Star-Herald  
 
  

                    Brad Norton/Kearney Hub 
 

 
DECEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
  

NEWSPAPER 
  

STORIES 
  

PHOTOS 
Alliance Times-Herald  0 0 

Beatrice Daily Sun  1 4 

Columbus Telegram  2 0 

Daily Nebraskan  0 0 

Fremont Tribune  4 2 

The Grand Island 
Independent  

10 21 

Hastings Tribune  0 4 

Holdrege Citizen 1 0 

Kearney Hub  9 17 

Lincoln Journal Star  54 10 

McCook Gazette  1 1 

Norfolk Daily News  6 2 

North Platte Telegraph  3 12 

Omaha World-Herald  32 0 

Scottsbluff Star-Herald  2 6 

Sidney Sun-Telegraph  0 0 

York News-Times  1 4 

 



 
NEBRASKAapNEWS is a monthly advisory for member publishers and editors about stories of note, upcoming projects 
of interest, industry and AP developments. All contributions and suggestions are welcome. If you would prefer a hard copy, or 
if you would like someone at your newspaper added, please contact COB Tena Haraldson at 1-800-952-9911 or e-mail 
(tharaldson@ap.org). 

 


