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 Thank You   
 
 Angela Mitro  of The Athens Messenger alerted 
 AP to an explosion at the Austin Powder plant in    
 McArthur that injured 10 workers. 
 
 Bill Lackey of the Springfield News-Sun won the 
 July 2009 Ohio AP Photo of the Month for his image 
 below of a mud-covered competitor in the annual Calf 
 Scramble at the Clark County Fair in Springfield. 
  

The Ohio wire carried 798 pictures in July, an average of 25.7 per day. Member newspapers moved 206 
photos (26 percent of the overall total), led by The Cincinnati Enquirer  with 50, Akron Beacon Journal , 28; Piqua 
Daily Call , 25; The (Canton) Repository , 22; Dayton Daily News , 19; and The Columbus Dispatch , 18. 
 
This Just In …  
 
Columbus newsman Andrew Welsh-Huggins  was out front 
with word that former Ohio State football star Maurice Clarett 
had withdrawn his request for early prison release.  
 

Welsh-Huggins was more than 
an hour ahead of the official 
announcement with the news of a 
rare mercy recommendation from 
the Ohio Parole Board, for 
condemned killer Jason Getsy.  
 
Statehouse newsman Stephen 
Majors was out front with  
proposed changes in election  
operations, based on an interview with Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner the day before 
the elections bill was to be introduced in the Legislature.  
 
Transportation beat writer Matt Leingang  in Columbus and Washington reporter Joan 
Lowy  found that foreign companies are likely to cash in on an $8 billion federal stimulus 
program that aims to help the U.S. economy by paying to improve high-speed passenger 
rail service. 
 
Columbus newswoman Meghan Barr  chronicled the increase in neighborhood watch 
groups, which have grown in part because of worries about law enforcement layoffs in the 
recession.  
 

The Story Behind the Story 

A few months ago, Martha Mendoza  in San Jose, Calif., and Chris Sherman  on the 
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A boy leaps into Lake Erie off an old pier west of downtown Cleveland 
during a summer heat wave. (AP Photo/Mark Duncan) 

AP Exchange Search  
Tip of the Month 

Q: In my local places 
search how do I make sure 
I get stories that identify 
people from my town with 
the state abbreviation and 
those that include the town 
only? 
 
A: Use parentheses and 
Boolean phrases to capture 
the city reference you want. 
At the top of the left naviga-
tional pane on the home-
page of AP Exchange, click 
on Advanced Search. Click 
on More Options. 
 
In the content box, enter 
your search parameters 
using the Boolean phrase 
‘or’ to . For example a 
search for Franklin, Califor-
nia, would appear as such:  

Springfield News Sun/Bill Lackey  



A few months ago, Martha Mendoza  in San Jose, Calif., and Chris Sherman  on the 
Texas/Mexico border, in coordination with drug war czar editor Wendy Benjaminson , took 
notice of a number of anecdotes about U.S. law enforcement agents working near the  
Mexico border who were being convicted of corruption charges. Mendoza and Sherman 
diligently began to quantify the sharp increase in corruption cases, no matter how difficult 
the process, and learn firsthand from those in prison why they had engaged in drug      
dealing, human smuggling and accepting bribes.    

The temptations for corruption by law enforcement are fairly obvious, bribes, money and 
sex, but reporting the story out was anything but easy. To start, the reporters filed a     
Freedom of Information request with U.S. Customs and Border Protection for all in-house 
discipline cases from the past three years.  

An AP spreadsheet then was produced from Justice Department records _ every National 
Guardsman, sheriff, police, CBP agent and Homeland Security officer working on or near 
the border who had been sentenced since early 2007 on corruption-related charges. 
Sherman and Mendoza used PACER to read through the 80 confirmed cases.  Ultimately, 
about a dozen people were interviewed in person, behind bars, or via e-mail or phone.  
Interviews with government officials confirmed the spike in corruption cases. 

 

The results: a spreadsheet with more than 2,000 in-house discipline cases, including 100 serious, corruption-related  
incidents. The reporting team produced a first-ever comprehensive look at border corruption amid the drug war. The  
exclusive was a true scoop, exposing an entirely new angle for AP's groundbreaking coverage of the drug war and the 
Mexican cartels, and featuring chilling interviews with former border guards from inside federal prisons.  

What’s New at Your AP 

Products  
 
AP’s premier financial data product, Money & Markets, is now easier to use than ever before, thanks to the redesigned 
AP Markets Web site. The Web site at http://markets.ap.org has been enhanced to include improved navigation and  
design. Money & Markets, highly customizable for both print and online use, provides insight each day into the financial 
markets with a broad mix of text, graphics and data modules. 

All AP members currently have access to Money & Markets with their Member Choice Complete service. 

For instance, the site now allows subscribers to more 
easily login and download their files. A new "Featured 
Members" page provides links to existing member       
implementations of Money & Markets online, giving     
subscribers a quick way of seeing Money & Markets      
"in action." Ticker/Stub Lookup is featured more       
prominently on the page so members can  easily figure 
out abbreviations or stub names in their print listings. 

The updated Web site emphasizes the current Money & 
Markets product offerings while still providing information 
about Grand Central Stocks (GCS), StocksExpress, and  
AP’s Quarterly/Annual products.  

Money & Markets Print, Online, and Extra Modules are 
prominently featured on the home page with robust      
drill-down information available. Money & Markets Print 
Product drill-down information includes a pop-up window 
providing easy one-click access to samples of each    
module. Money & Markets Online drill-down information offers "live" samples of modules. 

There are detailed "Help" and "Download" pages providing one-stop access to everything a member needs for Money & 
Markets. In addition, downloads, fonts, GCS data elements, fund classifications and more are easily located from the 
main navigation. 
 
For more information, contact Ohio Bureau Chief Eva Parziale (eparziale@ap.org) or Assistant Bureau Chief 
Nancy Nussbaum (nnussbaum@ap.org) at  614-885-2727. 
 
Services   
 
Associated Press to build news registry to protect content  

The Associated Press Board of Directors has directed 
the AP to create a news registry that will tag and track 
all AP   content online to assure compliance with terms 
of use. The system will register key identifying          
information about each piece of content that AP       

nia, would appear as such:  
("Franklin, Calif." or 
(Franklin and California))  
 
NOTE: The first part of the 
search covers AP style for 
datelines and any other first 
reference of the city; the 
second part covers any 
case where Franklin is 
mentioned in a story that 
refers to California that may 
list multiple cities, including 
Franklin. 
 
Save your search. 



distributes and employ a built-in beacon to notify AP 
about how the content is used. 
 
The registry will initially cover all AP text content 
online, and be extended to AP member content in early 
2010. Eventually, it will be expanded to cover  photos 
and video as well. AP will fund development and     
operation of the registry through 2010, until it becomes 
self-sustaining. 
 
The board announced in April, at its annual meeting, 
that the cooperative would launch an industry initiative 
to protect news content from unauthorized use online. 
At its meeting in July, at AP headquarters, the board 
voted to approve   creation of a news registry that will 
serve as the foundation of that initiative. 

 
The full press release is available at http://www.ap.org/pages/about/pressreleases/pr_072309a.html. To learn more 
about protecting AP’s Intellectual Property, visit http://www.ap.org/iprights/. 
 
Top 10 OVN player improvements, July 2009 
 
Your Online Video Network player is now optimized for even greater ease of use. AP listened to user feedback to        
improve the OVN player on your site. With new technology upgrades there are now at least 10 improvements to           
the OVN player: 
 

�� OVN player now loads faster than ever. 
�� Video quality playback dramatically increased for high-speed broadband  
 users. 
�� New Countdown Ad Timer lets users know how many seconds before their  
 video will begin. 
�� Player controls (play, pause, user-controllable progress bar) are now larger,  
 more user-friendly. 
�� New "Get Link" button allows you to copy and paste a video link for use in  
 emails, stories, etc. 
�� Video component of prerollads is now clickable (to allow for allow for  
 interactive advertising). 
�� Next upcoming video to be played back from the Related Items is now  
 highlighted by a box. 
�� Related Items are grayed out during ad playback (so users know they need  
 to wait to select a new video). 
�� Volume control now more visible, easily controlled. 
�� Full-screen option improved for more reliable, higher quality playback. 

 
Fall Homes/Housekeeping: Special Editions for Augus t 
 
The "Fall Homes/Housekeeping 101" Special Edition moved Aug. 4, with photos and multimedia. Stories included how to 
make non-toxic cleaning supplies; toolbox essentials; the resurgence of sewing; how to deal with moths; and how clean 
is clean enough? The calendar for the rest of the year:  Sept. 1 – Cars;  Oct. 6 – Diet/Exercise; Nov. 3 – Holidays; Dec. 1 
– Weddings. Questions? Contact Special Editions supervising editor Julia Rubin  (jrubin@ap.org) at 914-777-1045.  
 
AP adds lifestyles reporters across country  
 
AP Lifestyles has added beat reporters from across the country to improve local and regional Lifestyles coverage. Stay 
tuned for Lifestyles stories from Miami, San Francisco, Dallas, New Orleans, Los Angeles, Chicago, St. Louis and more.   
 
Various AP Training sessions offered via WebEx 

 Member Marketplace Training -- Tuesdays at 2 p.m.  

 AP Web Feeds Training -- Wednesdays at 1 p.m. 

 AP Exchange – Thursdays at 11 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

 
To connect to any of these sessions: Log into www.webdialogs.com/join. The conference ID number is 95552.  You can 
dial in to hear audio at 1-866-206-0240. The Pin is 965385#.  

 

Industry News 

Member News  

A carpenter bee collects pollen from a 
flower in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Al 
Behrman) 



Member News  
 
Register now for Oct. 3 APME NewsTrain in Columbus 
 
Registration materials have been e-mailed to editors for “The Busy Editor’s Guide to Better Journalism” APME News 
Train workshop, scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 3 in Columbus. The daylong workshop will feature sessions on: The Big 
Picture/Staying Ahead in the Changing Media World; Covering Communities in New Ways; Story Planning for Multiple 
Media; Alternative Story Forms for Print; and Skeptical Editing. It will take place at The Columbus Dispatch.  The cost of 
the workshop is $50 per person, which includes lunch and coffee breaks. Pay by credit card and register directly at 
HTTPS://WWW.123SIGNUP.COM/REGISTER?ID=JFRQZ , or contact the AP’s Patti Baker at pbaker@ap.org or 614-885-2727 
for registration materials. Questions about the workshop? Contact Elaine Kramer , APME NewsTrain project director at 
apmenewstrain@gmail.com. 

APME recognizes The Columbus Dispatch  

The Columbus Dispatch was one of five U.S. newspapers awarded a First Amendment Citation by the Associated 
Press Managing Editors Association. The citation was for the newspaper's examination of how major colleges use a 
vague federal law to shield information about their big-time athletics departments. The reporters on the series, Jill 
Riepenhoff and Todd Jones , were also awarded the 2009 Eugene S. Pulliam First Amendment Award presented     
annually by the Sigma Delta Chi Foundation, the educational arm of the Society of Professional Journalists. The award is 
accompanied by a $10,000 prize.  

AP News  
 
Lisa Tolin named Lifestyles editor of AP 
 
Lisa Tolin , AP’s deputy lifestyles editor, has been named lifestyles editor, responsible for coverage of 
food, fashion, homes and gardens, parenting, pets and travel. Tolin, who has been acting lifestyles 
editor for six months, succeeds Diane Davis. Tolin, 33, joined 
the AP in 2000 and worked as an information specialist and 
editor on the National Desk before being tapped in 2005 as 

sections editor of asap, the AP's younger readers project, an award-winning 
multimedia service that focused on alternative storytelling. She oversaw the  
service's lifestyles, entertainment, business and sports coverage before being 
promoted to its deputy editor. In 2007, Tolin joined the Lifestyles Department as 
deputy editor. 
 
Cleveland newsman Kropko retires after 30 years wit h AP 
 
Cleveland newsman Marv Kropko celebrated his 30-year anniversary with AP, 
and his retirement, on July 22. Kropko joined AP in 1979 in Cleveland, where he 
worked his entire AP career. He holds the distinction of having been with the 
John Demjanjuk story since Demjanjuk's citizenship case was first brought to 
trial in 1980 - perhaps the only AP writer to have been with this story over its 29 
years. Kropko wrote the trial setup story about the quiet family man accused of 
being a death camp guard for the Nazis during World War II. He stayed with the 

story right up through this year, when Demjanjuk was deported to Germany.  
 
Regional news editor/Photos Sato relocates to Chica go from Columbus 
 
Kii Sato , AP’s news editor/Photos, based in Columbus, has relocated to       
Chicago.  Sato, who joined AP in 2005,  has been News Editor/Photos for Ohio 
and five other states since 2007, and added responsibility for seven states on 
an interim basis five months ago. His appointment to the Chicago operation 
gives him permanent responsibility for all these states. In addition, he will work 
closely with the Central Regional Desk as it becomes fully operational. Three 
other photographers work in Ohio for AP: Al Behrman  in Cincinnati, and Tony 
Dejak  and Mark Duncan  in Cleveland. 
 

 

Questions? Comments?  Contact Patti Baker at pbaker @ap.org,  
or call (800) 762-4841 or (614) 885-2727. 

Marv Kropko, center, cuts the cake at his 
retirement party. From left, Ohio news edi-
tor Deb Martin, sportswriter Tom Withers, 
Ohio bureau chief Eva Parziale, newsman 
Tom Sheeran, Kropko and photographer 
Mark Duncan. (AP Photo/Tony Dejak). 

Kii Sato (center, white shirt) celebrates his 
appointment to the AP’s Chicago bureau 
with colleagues in the Columbus bureau. 
(AP Photo/Patricia Baker) 










